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THE 


Pon HBA C,E. 


P^ INY may be confidered in 
thefe Letters as writing bis 

ewm memoirs: every epifile is a 
kind of  hiftorical fketch, where- 
in we have a view of him in 
feme firiking attitude, either of 
attive or contemplative life. And 
if That were bis real defign in 
their publication, he could not, it 
muft be  confe[sd, have taken a 
more agreeable, nor, perhaps, a more 
modeft method. of tranf{mitting him- 
felf to pofterity. To enter therefore 
into a detail concerning him, would 
be only anticipating the Author him- 
Jelf; and amufing the Reader with | 
‘a copy, while the original flands be- 
fore him. Nothing feems requifite 
: POY 


The PREFACE. 


to be farther added to the piece, 
than juft to mark the date. Puny 
was born in the reign of NeERo, a- 
bout the eight hundred and fifteenth 
year of Rome, and the fxty-fecond 
of the Ghriftian era, As to.the time 
of bis death, antiquity has given us 
no information: but it is conseCtured 
that be died either a little before, 
or [oon after that excellent Prince, 
his admir'd Trajan ; that is, about 
the year of Curist one hundred 
and fixteen, 


Y H E elegance of this Author's 
manner, adds force to the moft inte- 
vefting, at the fame time that it en- 
livens tbe moft common fubjetts. But 
the polite and fpirited turn of thefe 
Letters, is by no means their prin- 
“cipal recommendation : they recetve 

| à much 


The PREFACE. 


a much higher value, as they exhi- 
bit one of the moft amiable and a- 
nimating charaéters in all amtigui- 
ty. Puuny’s whole life feems to have 
been employed in the exercife of every 
generous and focial affection. To for- 
ward modeft merit, to encourage in- 
genious talents, to vindicate opprefs'd 
innocence, are fome of the glorious 
purpofes to which he devoted his 
power, his fortune, and his abilities. 
But how does he rife in our effeem 
and admiration, when we fee him 
exercifing (with a grace that dif- 
covers his humanity as well as his po- 
litene/s) the nobleft aéts both of pub- 
lic and private munificence, not fo 
much from the abundance of his 
wealth, as tbe wifdorm of bis oeconomy. 


WELAT 


The PREFACE. 


WHAT « celebrated antient bas 
obferved concerning the fiyle of the 
famous Grecian painter 'Timanthes, 
is extremely applicable to that of Pr1- 
xy, intelligitur plus femper quam 
pingitur; his meaning is generally 

_ much fuller than bis expreffion. This, 
as it heightens the difficulty of bis in- 
zerpreter s tafk, fo it neceffarily gives 
great fcope ta an objector. But in 
Drawing after thefe excellent mafters | 
of antiquity, the moft fuccefsful are 
only, perbaps, tbe moft excufable ; as 
thofe who have the trueff tafle of their 
works, will leaft expec? to fee the 
ftrength and fpirit of them fully pre- 
Jerved in a copy. This, however, is not 
mentioned as claiming indulgence to 
any errors in the prefent attempt : on 
the contrary, they are willingly refign- 
ed to juft correction. 74 true critic isa 


hind 


The PREFACE. 
kind of cenfor in the republic of let- 


gers; and none who wifh well to its in- 

terefis, would defire to fuppre[s or re- 
firain bis office. The tranflator at 
Leaft, bas received too much advantage 
in the courfe of this performance, from 
the cenfures of fome of the beft critics 
in both languages, not to value that 
enlightening art, wherever it may be 
exercifed with the fame judicious and 
candid [parit 
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LETTERS 
PLINY. 


LETTER ÍL To Sepritivs, 


OU have frequently preffed me to make a 

felect collection of my Letters (if in truth 
there be any which deferve a preference) and give 
them to the public. I have accordingly done fo ; 
not indeed in their proper order of time, for I was 
not compiling a hiftory ; but juft as they prefented 
themíelves to my hands. And now what remains 
but to wifh that neither you may have occafion to 
repent of your advice, nor I of my compliance ? 
if fo, I may probably enquire after the reft, which 
at prefent lie neglected, and preferve thofe I fhall 
hereafter write. Farewel. 


Vor. I. A LET- 
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LETTER Il. To ARranvs. 


Forefee your journey hither is likely to be de- 
layed, and therefore fend you the fpeech which 

I promifed in my former letter, begging you would, 
as ufual, revife and correct it. I defire this the 
more earneftly, as I was never, I think, animated 
with the fame warmth of,zeal in any of my former 
compofitions ; for 1 have endeavored to imitate 
your old favorite Demofthenes, and Calvus who 
is lately become mine. When I fay fo, I mean 
only with refpect to their manner; for to catch 
their fublime /piriz, is given alone to the infpired 
few. My fubjec indeed feemed naturally to lead 
me to this (may I venture to call it ?) emulation, 
as it was, in general, of fuch a nature as demand- 
ed all the thunder of eloquence, even to a degree 
fufficient to have awakened (if in truth it is poffible 
to awake) that indolence in which I have long re- 
pofed. I have not however neglected the fofter 
graces of my favorite Tully, wherever I could 
with propriety ftep out of my direct road to en- 
joy a more flowery path: for it was warmth, 
not aufterity, at which I aimed. I would not 
have you imagine by this, that I am befpeaking 
your favor: on the contrary, to induce you to 
exercife the utmoft feverity of your criticifm, I 
will confefs, that neither my friends nor ‘myfelf 
3 are 
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are averfe to the publication of this piece, if you 
fhould join with us in giving the fame partial vote 
in its favor. The truth is, as I muft publiíh 
fomething, I wifh, (and ’tis the wiíh, I confefs, of 
indolence) it might be this performance rather than 
any other, merely becaufe it is already finifhed. 
At all events however, fomething I muft publith, 
and for many reaíons ; chiefly, becaufe the tracts 
which I have already fent into the world, though 
they have long fince loft all their recommendation 
from novelty, are ftill, I am told, in requeft; if, 
after all, the Bookfellers do not flatter me. And 
let'em, fince by that innocent deceit I am encou- 
raged to purfue my ftudies. Farewel. 


LETTER III. To Caninivs Rurus. 


VOW * ftands Comum, that favorite fcene of 
yours and mine? What becomes of the 
pleafant Villa, the vernal Portico, the fhady Plane- 

. tree-walk, the cryftal Canal fo agreeably winding 
along its flowery banks, together with the charm- 
ing ^ Lake below, that ferves at once the purpofes 
of ufe and beauty? What have you to tell me of. 
A! 2 the 


^. *'Thecity where Pliny was born: it ftill fubfifts, and is now 
called Como, fituated upon the lake Larius, or Lago di Como, in 
the dutchy of Milan. 


* The lake Larius, upon the banks of which this villa was 
- Aituated, / 


4 The LETTERS Book I. 


the firm yet foft ‘Geftatio, the funny Bath, the 
public Saloon, the private Dining-room, and all the 
elegant apartments for repofe both at ^ noon and 
night ? Do thefe enjoy my friend, and divide his 
time with pleafing viciffitude ? Or do the affairs of 
the world, as ufual, call you frequently out from 
this agreeable retreat ? If the fcene of your enjoy- 
ments lies wholly there, you are happy : if not, 
you are under the common errorof mankind. But 
leave, my friend, (for certainly it is high time) the 
fordid purfuits of life to others, and devote your- 
felf, in this calm and undifturbed recefs, entirely 
to pleafures of the ftudious kind. Let thefe em- 
ploy your idle as well as ferious hours ; let them 


be at once your bufinefs and your amufement, the. 


fubjeé&ts of your waking and even fleepingthoughts: 
produce fomething that fhall be really and for ever 
your own, All your other pofleffions will pafs on 
from one mafter to another : ¢his alone, when once 
it is yours, will for ever be fo, As well I know 
the temper and genius of him to whom I am ad- 
dreffing myfelf, I muft exhort you to think as well 
of your abilities as they deferve : do juftice to thofe 
excellent talents you poffefs, and the world, believe 
me, will certainly do fo too. — Farewel, 

LET- 


* A piece of ground fet apart for the purpofe of exercife ei- 
ther on horfe-back, or in their vehicles; it was generally conti- 
guous to their gardens, and laid out in the form of a Circus, 

é It was cuftomary among the Roman: to fleep in the middle 
of the day, and they had apartments for that purpofe diltintt 
from their bedchambers, 


ee 
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LETTER IV. To PouPziA CELERINA. 


OU might perceive by my laft fhort letter, I 
had no occafion of yours to inform me of 
the various conveniencies you enjoy at your feveral 
villas. The elegant accommodations which are to 
be found at *Narnia, *Ocriculum,‘Carfola, ‘Perufia, 
particularly the pretty bath at Narnia, | am ex- 
tremely well acquainted with. The truth is, 1 have 
a property in every thing which belongs to you ; 
and Iknow of no other difference between your houfe 
and my own, than that I am more carefully at- 
tended in the former than the latter. - You may, 
perhaps, have occafion to make the fame obferva- 
tion in your turn, whenever you fhall give me - 
your company here; which I with for, not only 
that you may partake of mine with the fame eafe 
and freedom that I do of yours, but to awaken the 
induftry of my domeftics, who are grown fome- 
thing carelefs in their attendance upon me. A long 
courfe of mild treatment is apt to wear out the 
impreffions of awe in fervants ; whereas new faces 
quicken their diligence, as they are generally more 
inclined to pleafe their mafter by attention to his 
gueft, than to himfelf. : Farewel. 
A 3 LET- 
: Now called Narni, a city in Ombria, in the datchy of 
Epoleto. 
» Otricoli, in the fame datchy. 


* Carfola, in the fame dutchy 
4 Perugia, in Tofcany. 
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LETTER fV. To Voconius RoMANUS. 


ID you ever fee a more abject and mean- 

ID fpirited creature than Regulus has appeared 
fince the death of Domitian, during whofe reign 
his conduct was no lefs infamous, tho’ more con- 
cealed than under Nero's? He has lately ex- 
prefied fome apprehenfions of my refentment : as 
indeed he has reafon; for [look upon him with 
the utmoft indignation. He not only promoted 
the profecution againft Rufticus Arulenus, but 
exulted in his death; infomuch that he actually 
recited and publifhed a libel upon his memory, 
wherein he ftiles him, ze Stoics ape: adding, 
that ** he was * figmated by the wound he re- 
** ceived 


The impropriety of this expreffion in the original feems to 
lie in the word //gmofum, which Regulus, probably, either 
coin’d thro’ affe&tation, or ufed thro’ ignorance. It is a 
word at leaft which does not occur in any author of authority ; 
the tranflator has endeavored therefore to preferve the fame 
fort of impropriety, by ufing an expreffion of the like unwar- 
ranted ftamp. 

It is obfervable how careful the Romans were of preferving 
the purity of their language. It feems even to have beena 
point which they thought worthy the attention of the ftate 
itfelf; for we find t^e Cumeans not daring to make ufe of 
the Latin language in their public a&s, without having firft 
obtained leave in form*: And Tiberius himfelf would not 
hazard the word monopolium, in the fenate, without making an 
excufe for employing a foreign term||. Seneca gives it as a cer- 
tain maxim, that wherever a general falfe tafte in ftile and ex- 
preffion prevails, it is an infallible fign of a corruption of man- 
ners in that people : a liberty of introducing obfolete words, or 
forming new ones, is a mark, he thinks, of an equal licentiouf- 
nefs of the moral kind. Accordingly it is obferved, T there is 

Ícarce 

* Liv, 1, 40. c. 42, |] Suct, iz, Tib,e. 73. ¢ Ef. 114. 1 Sanad, fur Hor, 
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*&ceived in the caufe of Vitellius:” fuch is the 
ftrain of his noble eloquence! He fell fo furioufly 
“upon the character of Herennius Senecio, who was 
» capitally convicted upon the information of Metius 
Carus, that the latter faid to him one day, Pray 
what bufine/s have you with my dead men? Did 1 
ever interfere in tbe affair of Craffus, or Camerinus ? 
Thefe, you know, were victimsto Regulus in Nero's 
time. For thefe reafons he imagines I am highly 
exafperated, and therefore when he recited his laft 
piece, did not give me an invitation. Befides, he 
has not forgot, it feems, the dangerous fnare he once 
laid for me, when he and I were pleading before 
the > Centumviri. Rufticus had defired me to 
be counfel for Arionilla, Timon’s wife: Regulus 
was engaged againft her. In the courfe of my 
defence I ftrongly infifted upon a decree which had 
been formerly made by the worthy Modeftus, at 
A 4 that 


Ícarce more than eight or ten inftances of new words can be 
produced from the moft approved Roman writers, in the courfe 
of two or three centuries. It is poffible however, a delicacy of 
this fort may be carried too far ; and in fa& we find fome 
of their beft writers complaining of the poverty of their lan- 
guage +; notwithítanding Tully has ventured to aflert it was 
more copious than the Greek T. 

P A fele& body of men who formed a court of judicature, 
called the Centumviral court. Their jurifdidion extended 
chiefly, if not entirely, to queftions concerning wills and inteftates 
eftates ; for tho’ Tully in his firft Book de Oratore, enumerates 
other points which came in queftion before them, yet Pitifcus * 
is of opinion (and with great probability) that in latter times 
their bufinefs was fingly confin'd to the cafes firft mentioned. 
Their number, as appears by our author, amounted to 180. 

T Ler, 1. 332, Quinti 8. 3. Plin, Ep. 13.1.4, [De Fin, 1,1, fub 


init, * Lex, in verb, 
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that time banifhed by Domitian. Now you fhall 
fee Regulus in his true colours: “ Pray, fays he, 
** what are your fentiments of Modeftus?” You 
will eafily judge how extremely hazardous it 
would have been to have anfwered in his favor, 
and how infamous if I had done otherwife. But 
fome guardian power, I am perfuaded, affifted 
me in this emergency. *I would tell you my 
** fentiments, faid I, if that were a matter for the 
** confideration of the Centumviri." Still he repeat- 
ed his Queftion. I replied, * It was not cuftom- 
* ary to examine witneffes to the character of a 
** man after fentence had paffed upon him.” He 
preffed me a third time: ** I do not enquire, 
faid he, what you think of Modeftus in general, 
I only aft your opinion of bis Loyalty. Since 
you will have my fentiments then, I returned, 
I think it illegal even to afk a queftion con- 
cerning a perfon who ftands conviited. ‘This 
filenced him ; and I was univerfally applauded 
and congratulated, that without wounding my cha- 
racter by an advantageous, perhaps, tho’ ungene- 


rous anfwer, I had not entangled myfelf in fo infi- .— 


dious a fnare. Regulus, confcious of this unwor- 
thy treatment, has folicited Ceecilius Celer, and 
Fabius Juftus, to ufe their intereft to bring about 
a reconciliation between us, And left this fhould. 
not be fufficient, he has applied alfo to Spurinna 

for 
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for the fame purpofe; to whom he came in the 
humbleft manner (for he is the moft abject crea- 
ture living, where he has any thing to fear) and 
intreated him to call upon me very early the next 
morning, and endeavor by any means to foften 
my refentment ; ** for, fays he, I can no longer 
** fupport myfelf under this anxiety of mind.” 
Accordingly I was awakened the following day 
with a meffage from Spurinna, informing me that 
he would wait upon me. I fent word back, I 
would call upon him ; however, both of us fetting 
out to pay this vifit, we met under Livia’s Porti- 
co. He acquainted me with the commiffion he 
had received from Regulus, and interceded for 
him, as became fo worthy a man in behalf of one 
of a very different character,without greatly preffing 
the thing. I ought not, I told him, to conceal 
the true ftate of the cafe from him, and after I 
had informed him of that, I would leave it to bim- 
felf to confider what anfwer was proper for me to 
return. * [ cannot pofitively, /aid I, determine any 
** thing till Mauricus *(«v£o was then in exile) thall 
** return, by whofe fentiments I think myfelf obli- 
* ged to be entirely guided in this affair.” A few 
days after Regulus met me as I was attend- 
ing upon the Pretor, and calling me afide, faid, he 
| was 


* Brother to Ruftícus Arulenus, who had been put to death 
upon the inforination of this Regulus. 


10 The LETTERS Book I, 


was afraid I deeply refented an expreffion he had 
once made ufe of in his reply to me and Satrius 
Rufus, before the Centumviri, to this purpofe : 
Rufus and that other, who affetts to rival Tully, 
and to defpife the eloquence of our age. 1 an- 
Íwered, that now indeed I perceived he fpoke it with 
a fÍneer, fince he own'd he meant it fo ; otherwife 
it might have paffed for a compliment. I was 
free to own, I faid, that I endeavored to imitate 
Cicero, and wasby no means contented with taking 
my example from modern eloquence; for I looked 
upon it as a very abfurd thing not to copy the beft 
models of every kind. But, ** how happens it, 
continued I, ** that you who remember fo well . 
* what paffed upon this occafion, fhould have for- 
* got that other, when you pufhed me fo ftrongly 
** concerning theloyalty of Modeftus?" Confound- 
ed with this unexpected queftion, pale as he always 
is, he turned ftill more remarkably fo. Afteragood 
deal of hefitation, he faid, it was not me at whom 
he aimed ; it was only Modeftus. Obferve now, I 
befeech you, the implacable fpirit of this fellow, 
Who was not afhamed thus to confefs himfelf capa-, 
ble of infulting the unfortunate. But the reafon he 
gave in juftification of thisinfamous proceeding, is 
pleafant. ** He had wrote, faid he, in a letter, 
** which was read to Domitian, that I was the moft 
* execrableof all fcoundrels:" and what Modeftus 

| faid, 
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faid, wasthetruth beyondall mannerof controverfy. 
Here, I think, I broke off the converfation, being 
defirous to referve to myfelf the liberty of acting as 
I fhould fee proper when Mauricus returns. It is 
no eafy matter, I well know, to deftroy Regulus ; 
heisrich, and at the head of a party ; there are 
many with whom he has ? credit, and more that 

are 


3 There feems to have been a catt of uncommon blacknefs 
in the character of this Regulus ; otherwife the benevolent 
Pliny would {carce have fingled him out, as he has in this and 
fome following Letters, for the object of his warmef con- 
tempt and indignation. Yet infamous as he appears to have 
been, he was not, it feems, without his flatterers and admirers ; 
and a cotemporary poet frequently reprefents him as one of 
the moft finifhed chara&ers of the age, both in eloquence and 
virtue ; particularly in the following Epigram occafioned by his 
efcape from an imminent danger. 


Jtur ad Herculei gelidas qua Tiburis arces, 
Canaque fulphureis Albula fumat aquis ; 

Rura nemufque facrum, dilectaque jugera Mufss, 
Signat vicina quartu: ab urbe lapis : 

Hic rudis eftivas preftlabat Porticus umbra: ; 
Heu quam pene novum Porticus aufa nefas ! 

Nam fubito collapfa ruit, cum mole fub illa 
Geflatus bijugis Regulus effet equis. h 

Nimirum timuit noftras fortuna querelas, 
Que par tam magne non erat invidie. 

Nunc &F damna juvant ; funt ipfa pericula tanti : 
Stantia non poterant tecta probgre Deos. 


Mart. Lib. 1, Ep. 15. 


Where leads the way to T'ybur's cooling tow'rs, 
And fnow-white Albula fulphureous pours, 

A villa ftands, from Rome a little fpace ; 

And ev’ry mufe delights to haunt the place. 
Here once a Portic lent her grateful fhade ; 


Alas ! how near to impious guilt betray'd ! 
Sudden 
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are afraid of him: a paffion that will fometimes 
prevail even beyond Friendhhip itfelf. But after 
all, ties of this fort are not fo ftrong, but they 
may be loofened , and the popularity of a bad 
man is more to be depended upon than he is 
himfelf. However (to repeat it again) I fhall 
do nothing in this affair till Mauricus returns. 
He is a man of found judgmentand great fagacity, 
formed upon a long courfe of experience, and who 
from his obfervations on the paft, well knows 
how to judge of the future. I fhall confult with 
him, and think myfelf juftified either in purfuing 
or dropping this affair, as he fhall advife. In 
the mean while, I thought I owed this account to 

the 


Sudden it fell; what time the feeds convey 

Safe from her nodding walls great Regulus away. 
To crafh that head not even Fortune dar'd, 

And the world’s general indignation fear'd, 

Bleft be the ruin, be the danger bleft ! 

The fanding pile had ne’er the Gods confett. 


But poets, efpecially needy ones, füch as we know Martial 
was, are not generally the moft faithful painters in this way ; and 
of the two copies of Regulus now before us, there can be no 
doubt which moft refembled the original. If antiquity had de- 
livered down to us more of thefe drawings of the fame perfon 
by different hands, the truth of charaéters might be eafier af- 
certained, and many of thofe which we now view with high 
rapture, would greatly fink, perhaps, in our eftimation ; as 
we muft have conceived a very favorable idea of Regulus, if 
we had never feen his pi&ture but from Martial’s pencil. Even 
Horace himfelf we find giving a very different air to his * Lol- 
lius from that ín which E is reprefented by + Paterculus, 


* Lib, 4. Od, ge 4 Lib, a. 102. 
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the friendfhip that fubfifts between us, which gives 
you an undoubted right to be informed not only 
of all my actions, but all my defigns, Farewel. 


LETTER VIL To ConNzL1Us Tacitus, 


Ertainly you will laugh (and laugh you may) 
when I tell you that your old acquaintance is 
turned fportfman, and has taken three noble boars. 
What! (methinks I hear you fay with aftonifhment) 
Pliny ! --Even he. However! indulged at the fame 
time my beloved inaclivity, and whilft I fat at my 
nets, you would have found me, not with my fpear, 
but my pen by my fide. I mufed and wrote, be- 
ing refolved if I returned with my hands empty, 
at leaft to come home with my papers full,  Be- 
lieve me, this manner of ftudying is not to be de- 
fpifed; you cannot conceive how greatly exercife 
contributes to enliven the imagination, There is, 
befides, fomething in the folemnity of the vene- 
rable woods with which one is furrounded, toge- 
ther with that awful * filence which is obferved on 
thefe 


^ By the circumftance of ///enee here mentioned, as well as 
by the whole air of this letter, it is plain the hunting here re- 
commended was of a very different kind from what is practifed 
amongít us, It is probable the wild boars were allured into 
their nets by fome kind of prey, with which they were 
baited, while the fportfman watched at a diftance in 
filence andconcealment. Something at leaft of this manner is 
here plainly implied, and is neceflary to be hinted to the 
| Englifh 
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thefe occafions, that ftrongly inclines the mind to 
meditation. For the future therefore let me advife 
you, whenever you hunt, to take along with you 
your pen and paper, as well as your bafket and 
bottle: for be affured you will find Minerva as 
fond of traverfing the hills as Diana. Farewel. 


LETTER VII. To Ocravivs Rurvs. ! 


E E to what an exalted ftation you have ad- 

vanced me! You have even invefted me with 
a fovereignty equal to that which Homer attributes 
to his mighty Jove. 


From beavem's imperial throne ove beard bis 


pray’, 
Part be admits, aud fcatters part in air.^ 


"Tis 


Englifh reader, in order to his conceiving the propriety of 
Pliny's fentiment, which otherwife muft feem abfurd. ‘This 
perhaps was their ufual method of hunting in fummer ; as driving 
thefe animals into toils by the affiftance of hounds, is mention- 
ed by Horace as a winter exercife : 


—Cum tonantis annus hibernus Fovis 
Imbres nivefque comparat, 
we [rudit acres binc €89. binc multa cane 


"pros in obflautes plagas. E»op. ii. 


When rain and fnows appear, 

And wint'ry Jove loud thunders o'er the year, 
With hounds he drives into the toils 

The foaming boar.— Mr. Francis, 


* Iliad. xvi. ver. 250. , 
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*Tis thus with a nod or a frown, I may grant or 
reject your petition as I fee proper. To be ferious: 
as Iam at liberty, I think, to excufe myfelf to 
the ^ Bztici, efpecially at your requeft, from being 
counfel for them againft a fingle perfon; fo on 
the other hand, to oppofe a whole province which 
I have long fince attached to me by many good 
. Offices, and fpared no pains to oblige even at the 
hazard of my own intereít, would be acting in- 
 confiftently with my honor, and that uniformity 
of conduct which I know you admire. I fhall fteer 
therefore in this affair a middle courfe, and of the 
alternative which you propofe to me, choofe that 
which will fatisfy your judgment, as well as your 
inclination. For I do not look upon myfelf obli- 
ged to confider fo much what you at prefent 
defire, as what a man of your worthy character | 
will always approve. I hope to be at Rome about 
the 15th of October, when we will join our united 
credit with Gallus in convincing him of the rea- 
fonablenefs of my offer. In the mean while you 
may, affure him of ‘my good difpofition towards 
him : 


the fire of men and gods, 
With gracious afpe& mild, compliance nods.* 
| For 


» The people of Bztica, a part of Spain comprehendin 
Andalufia and Granada, y j j , 


© lad, 3, v. 5:8, 
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For why fhould I not continue to quote Homer’s 
verfes, fince you will not put it in my power to 
quote any of yours? which yet I fo paffionately 
with for, that I queftion whether I could withftand 
fuch a bribe, even to plead againft my old clients 
the good people of Betica. I had almoft 
forgot to mention (what however is of too much 
importance to be omitted) that I have received 
the excellent dates you fent me. They are likely 
to prove very powerful rivals to my favorite figs 
and morells, Farewel. 


LETTER VIL ToPoupzivus SATURNINUS. 


TOthing could be more feafonable than the 
letter which I received from you, wherein 

you defire me to communicate to you fome of my 
compofitions : I was at that very time defigning to 
fend you one. Your requeft therefore has for- 
warded my intentions, and freed me from every 
thing that I had to apprehend either from your re- 
fufal of this trouble, or my fcruples to give it you. 
Without hefitation I then make ufe of your offer ; 
as you muft now take the confequence of it with- 
out relu&tance. But you muft not expect from a. 
man of indolence any thing new. On the con- 
trary, T am going to intreat you to revife again the 


{peech I made to my country-men, when I dedi- 
cated 
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cated the public library which I founded for their 
ufe. You have already, I remember, obliged 
me with fome general obfervations upon this 
piece: but I now beg of you, not only to take a 
view of it in the whole, but diftin&tly to criticife 
it, with your ufual exactnefs, in all its parts. 
When you have corrected it, I fhall ftill be at li- 
berty either to publifh or fupprefs it. The delay 
in the mean.time will be attended with one of thefe 
advantages, that while we are deliberating whe- 
ther it is fit for the public view, a frequent revifal 
will either make it fo, or convince me that it is 
not. Tho’ indeed the principal difficulty with 
me concerning the publication of this harangue, 
does not arife fo much from the compofition it 
felf, as from the fubject, which has fomething in 
it, I fear, that will look like oftentation. For tho’ 
the ftile be ever fo plain and unornamented, yet 
as the occafion neceffarily led me to touch not only 
upon the.munificence of my anceftors, but my own; 
my modefly will beg reatly embarraffed. A dange- 
rous and flippery fituation this, even when one is 
led into it by the plea of neceffity! For if mankind 
are not very favorable to panegyric, even when 
given us by others, how much more difficult is it 
to reconcile them to it when it is a tribute which 
we pay to ourfelves? Virtue, tho’ ftripped of all 
Aor. I. B ex- 


be 
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external advantages, is generally the object of en- 
vy, but particularly fo, when glory is her atten- 
dant; and the world is never fo little difpofed to 
wreft and pervert your honeft actions, as when 
they pafs unobferved and unapplauded. For 
thefe reafons I frequently afk myfelf, whether I 
fhould have compofed this harangue, fuch as it is, 
meerly for my.own private ufe, or with a view 
alfo to the public? I am fenfible, what may be 
exceedingly ufeful and proper in the profecution of 
any affair, may lofe allits grace and fitnefs the mo- 
ment the thing is completed: for inftance, in 
the cafe before us, nothing could be more to my 
purpofe than to explain at large the motives of my 
intended bounty ; for by this means I accuftomed 
my mind to generous fentiments ; grew more en- 
amour'd of the lovely forms by frequent attention 
to them, and guarded at the fame time againft 
that repentance which ufually attends a hafty exe- 


cution of liberalities not well confider'd. There 


arofe alfo a farther advantage from this method, as 
it fixed in me a certain habitual contempt of mo- 
ney.. For while mankind feem to be univerfally 
eoverned by an innate difpofition to accumulate 
wealth, the cultivation of a more generous affecti- 
on in my own breaft taught me to free myfelf 
Irom the flavery of fo predominant a principle, and 

| I thoughs 
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I thought my honelt intentions would be the mote 
meritorious, as they fhould appear to proceed, not 
from a fudden ftart of temper, but from the di&ates 
of cool and deliberate refle&ion, I confidered, be- 
fides, the nature of my defign ; I was not engag- 
ing myfelf to eftablifh public games, but a fund 
for the fupport of ingehuous youths. The plea- 
fures of the fenfes are fo far from wanting the ora- 
torical arts to recommend them, that we ftand in 
_ heed of all the powers of eloquencéy to moderate 
" and reftrain their influence. But to prevail with 
thofe who are capable of the office, to undertake 
with cheetfulnefs the difagreeable bufinefs of edu: 
Eation, it is neceflary to apply, ih the moft artful 
mariner, not only to their intereft, but their paffi- 
ons, And if Phyficians find it expedient to ufe the 
moft infinuating addrefs in recommending to thei 
patients a wholefome, tho’ perhaps, unpleafait res 
vitríén; how much’ more occafion had He to ex- 
ert all the powers of perfuafion, who out of resard 
to the public wélfare, was endeavoring to reconcile 
‘it to a moft ufeful; tho’ not very popular bene- 
faction: particularly, as my aim was to recom- 
meéndan eftablifhment calculated finely for the 
behefit of thofe who: were parents, to fuch as 
were not fo; and to perfuade many that they 
would. patiently wait for and endeavot to deferve 

/ B 2 an 
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an honor, of which, at prefent, a few only could 
partake. But as at that time, when I attempted 
to explain and inforce the defign and benefit of my 
inftitution, I confidered more the general good of 
my country-men, than any reputation which might 
arife to myfelf ; fo Iam apprehenfive if I publifh 
that piece, it will feem as if I had a view rather 
to my own character, than the benefit of others. 
I am very fenfible how much nobler it is to place 
the reward of virtue in the filent approbation of 
one’s own breaft, than in the applaufe of the world. 
Glory ought to be the confequence, not the motive 
of our actions ; and tho’ fame fhould fometimes 
happen not to attend the worthy deed, yet is it by 
no means the lefs amiable for having miffed the ap- 
plaufe it deferved. But the world is apt to fufpect 
that thofe who celebrate their own generous acts, 
do not extol them becaufe they performed them, 
but performed them that they might have the plea- 
fure of extolling them. Thus the fplendor of an 
a&ion which would have fhone out in full luftre if 
related by another, vanifhes and dies away when 
it becomes the fubject of your own applaufe. Such 
is the difpofition of mankind, if they cannot blaft - 
the action, they will cenfure the vanity ; and whe- 
ther you do what does not deferve to be taken no- 
tice of, or take notice yourfelf of what does, either 
Way 
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way you incur reproach. In my own cafe there is 
a peculiar circumftance that weighs with me : This 
fpeech was pronounced not before the people, but 
the * Decurii ; not in the Forum, but the Senate ; 
I doubt therefore it will appear inconfiftent that T, 
who when I delivered it, feemed to endeavor to 
avoid popular applaufe, fhould now, by publifhing 
this performance, appear to court the approbation 
of the world : that T, who was fo fcrupulous as not 
to admit even thofe perfons to be prefent when I 
pronounced this difcourfe, who were interefted in 
my benefaction, left*it might, be fufpected I was 
a&uated in this affair. by any ambitious views, 
fhould now feem to folicit admiration, by forward- 
ly difplaying it to fuch as have no other concern in 
my munificence thanthe benefitof example. Thefe 
are the fcruples which have occafioned my delay- 
ing to give this piece to the public ; but I fubmit 
them entirely to your judgment, which I fhall ever 
efteem as a fufficient reafon for my condu&. 
Farewel. 


B 3 3 DRE 


+ The Decurii were a fort of Senators in the municipal or 
corporate cities of Italy. 
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LE TTE R IX. To Mixutivs Funpanus. 


' HEN one confiders how the time pafles at 
* Rome, one cannot but be furprized, that 

take any fingle day, and it either is, or at leaft 
feems to be fpent reafonably enough; and yet upon 
cafting up the whole fum the amount will appear 
quite otherwife. Afk any one how he has been 
employed to day? he will tell you, perhaps, ** I 
* have been at the ceremony of taking up the 
* manly *robe ; this friend invited me to a wedding; 
** that defired me to attend the hearing of hiscaufe; 
** one begged me to be witnefs to his will; ano- 
** thercalled metoaconfultation." Thefe are offices 
which feem, whileoneis engaged in them, extreme- 
ly neceffary ; and yet, when in the quiet of fome 
retirement, we look back uponthe many hours thus. 
employed, we cannot but condemn them as folemn 
impertinences. At fuch a feafon one is apt to re- 
flet, How much of my life bas been fpent in trifles ! 
At leaft it is a reflection which frequently comes 
acrofs me at Laurentum, after I have been employ- 
ing myfelf in my ftudies, or even in the neceffary 
care of the animal machine; (for the body muft be 
repaired 

* The Roman youths at the age of feventeen changed their 
habit, and took up the Yoga «virilis; or Manly gown, upon 
which occafion they were condutted by the friends of the fa- 


mily with great ceremony either into the Forum or Capitol, 
and there invelted with this new robe. 
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repaired and fupported, if we would preferve the 
mind in all its vigor.) In that peaceful retreat, I 
neither hear nor fpeak any thing of which I have 
occafion to repent. I fuffer none to repeat to me 
the whifpers of malice ; nor do I cenfure any man, 
unlefs myfelf, when I am difatisfied with my com- 
pofitions. There I live undifturbed by rumor, and 
free from the anxious folicitudes of hope or fear, 
converfing only with myfelf and my books. True 
and genuine life! pleafing and honorable repofe ! 
More, perhaps, to be defired than the nobleft em- 
ployments! Thou folemn fea and folitary fhore, 
beft and moft retired fcene for contemplation, with 
how many noble thoughts have you infpired me ! 
Snatch then, my friend, as I have, the firft occa- 
fion of leaving the noify town with all its very emp- 
ty purfuits, and devote your days to ftudy, or e- 
ven refign them to eafe : for as my ingenious friend 
Attilius pleafantly faid, ** It is better to do nothing, 
** than to be doing of nothing.” Farewel. | 


LETTER X. To Arrivs CLEMENS. 


F ever polite literature Borifhed at Rome, it 
certainly does now, of which I could give you 
many eminent inftances: I will content myfelf 
however with namingonly Euphrates the philofo- 
pher. I firft made acquaintance with this excellent 
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perfon in my youth, when I ferved in the army in 
Syria. I had an opportunity of converfing with 
him familiarly, and took fome pains to gain his af- 
fection: tho’ that indeed was nothing difficult, for 
he is exceeding open to accefs, and full of that 
humanity which he profeffes. I fhould think my 
felf extremely happy if I had as much anfwered the 
expectations he at that time conceived of me, as 
he exceeds every thing I had imagined of him. 
But perhaps I admire his excellencies more now, 
than I did then, becaufe I underftand them better ; 
if Ican with truth fay I underftand them yet. For 
as none but thofe who are fkill’d in Painting, Sta- 
tuary, or the plaftic art, can form a right judg- 
ment of any performance in thofe fciences ; fo a 
man muft himfelf have made great advances in learn- 
ing, before he is capable of forming a juft notion 
of the learned. However, as far as 1 am qualified 
to determine, Euphrates is pofleffed of fo many 
fhining talents, that he cannot fail to {trike the moft 
injudicious obferver. He reafons with much force, 
penetration and elegance, and frequently launches 
out into all the fublime and luxuriant eloquence of 
Plato. His ftile is rich and flowing, and at the fame 
time fo wonderfully fweet, that with a pleafing vio- 
lence he forces the attention of the moft unwilling 
hearer. His outward appearance is agreeable to all 
the reft; he has a good vit a comely afpect, long 

hair, 
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hair, and a large white beard: circumftances which, 
tho” they may probably be thought trifling and ac- 
cidental, contribute however to gain him much re- 
verence. There is an affected negligence in his ha- 
bit; his countenance is grave, but not auftere; and 
his approach commands refpect without creating 
awe. Diftinguifhed as he is by the fanctity of his 
manners, he is no lefs fo by his polite and affable 
addrefs. He points his eloquence againft the vices, 
not the perfons of mankind, and without chaftifing 
reclaims the wanderer. His exhortations fo capit- 
vate your attention, that you hang as it were upon 
his lips ; and even after the heart is convinc'd, the 
ear {till wifhes to liften to the harmonious reafoner. 
His family confifts of three children (two of which 
are fons) whom he educates with the utmoft care. 
His father-in-law Pompeius Julianus, as he greatly 
diftinguifhed himfelf in every other part of his life, 
fo particularly in this, that tho’ he was himfelf of 
the higheft rank in his province, yet among many 
confiderable competitors for his daughter, he pre- 
ferred Euphrates, as firft in merit, tho’ not in dig- 
nity. But to dwell anylongerupon the virtues of a 
man, whofe converfation I am fo unfortunate as not 
to have leifure to enjoy, what would it avail but to 
encreafe my uneafinefs that I cannot enjoy it ? My 
time is wholly taken up in the execution of a very 
honorable, indeed, but very troublefome employ- 

ment; 
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ment; in hearing of caufes, anfwering petitions, 
paffing accounts, and writing of letters ; but letters, 
alas! where genius has no fhare. I fometimes 
complain to Euphrates (for I have leifure at leaft 
for that) of thefe unpleafing occupations. He en- 
deavors to comfort me, by affirming, that to be en- 
gaged in the fervice of the public, to hear and de- 
termine caufes, to explain the laws, and adminifter 
Juftice, is a part, and the nobleft part too, of Phi- 
lofophy, as it is reducing to practice what her pro- 
feffors teach in fpeculation. It. may be fo: but 
that it is as agreeable as to {pend whole days in at- 
tending to his ufeful converfation--even Ais rhetoric 
will never be able to convince me. I cannot there- 
fore but ftrongly recommend it to you, who have 
leifure, the next time you come to Rome (and you 
will come, I dare fay, fo much the fooner) to take 
the benefit of his elegant and refined inftructions. I 
am not, you fee, in the number of thofe who envy 
others the happinefs they cannot fhare themfelves : 
on the contrary, it is a very fenfible pleafure to me, 
whenl find my friends in poffeffion of an enjoyment 
from which I have the misfortune to be excluded. 
Farewel. 


LEITER 
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LETTER Xl To Fasius JusTvs. 


T is long fince I received a letter from you. 
I You will alledge, perhaps, you have nothing to 
write: but let me have the fatisfaction at leaft of 
feeing it under your hand, or tell me in the 
good old ftile, Jf you are well, I am jo. Y fhall 
be contented even with that; as indeed that fingle 
circumftance from a friend includes every thing. 
You may poflibly think Ijeft: but believe me I am 
. extremely in earneft. In fhort, all I defire is, to 
know how it is with you; for I can no longer re- 
main in this ignorance without the utmoft anxiety. 
Farewel. 


LETFER. XIU. Ta Cavestaws Tro. 


Have íuffered a moft fenfible 4f; if that 
word is {trong enough to exprefs the mif- 
fortune which has deprived me of fo excellent a 
man. Corellius Rufus is dead! and dead too by 
his own act! a circumftance of great aggravation 
to my affliction, as that fort of death which we 
cannot impute either to the courfe of nature, or 
the hand of providence, is of all others the moft 
to be lamented. It affords fome confolation in the 
lofs of thofe friends whom difeafe fnatches from 
us, 
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us, that they fall by the general fate of. mankind : 
but thofe who deftroy themfelves leave us under 
the inconfolable reflection that they had it in their 
power to have lived longer. "Tis true Corellius 
had many inducements to be fond of life ; a blame- 
lefs confcience, high reputation, and great dignity, 
together with all the tender endearments of a wife, 
a daughter, a grandíon, and fifters, and amidft 
thefe confiderable pledges of happinefs, many and 
faithful friends. Still it muft be own'd he had the 
higheft reafon (which to a wife man will always 
have the force of the ftrongeft obligation) to deter- 
mine him in this refolution. He had long labored 
under fo tedious and painful a diftemper, that even 
thefe bleffings, great and valuable as they are, 
could not ballance the evils he fuffered. In his 
thirty third year, (as I have frequently heard him 
fay) he was feized with the gout in his feet. This 
he received from his father ; for difeafes, as well 
as poffeffions, are fometimes tranfmitted by a 
kind of inheritance. A life of abftinence and vir- 
tue had fomething broke the force of this dif- 
temper while he had ftrength and youth to ftrug- 
gle with it; as a manly courage fupported him un- 
der the increafing weight of it in his old age. I 
remember in the reign of Domitian, I made him 
a vifit at his villa near Rome, where I found him 
under 
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under the moft incredible aud undeferved tortures; 
for the gout was not only in his feet, but had 
fpread itfelf over his whole body. As foon as I 
entered his chamber, his fervants withdrew : for it _ 
was his conftant rule, never to fuffer them. to be 
prefent when any very intimate friend was withhim: 
he even carried it fo far as to difmifs his wife upon 
fuch occafions, tho’ worthy of the higheft confi- 
dence. Looking round about him, Do you know, 
(fays he) why I endure life under thefe cruel ago- 
nies? It is with the hope that’ I may outlive, at 
leaft for one day, that villain*. And O! ye Gods, 
bad you given me ftrengtb, as you have given me 
refolution, I would. infallibly. have that pleafure! 
Heaven heard his prayer, and having furvived that 
tyrant, and lived to fee. liberty reftored, he broke 
thro’ thofe great, but however now lefs forcible 
attachments to the world; fince he could leave it 
in poffeffion of fecurity and freedom. Hisdiftem per 
increafed ; and as it now grew too violent to admit 
of any relief from temperance, he refolutely deter- 
mined to put an end to its uninterrupted attacks by. 
an effort of heroifm. He had refufed all fuftenance 
for four days, when his wife Hifpulla fent to, me 
our common friend Geminius, with the melancho- 
ly news that he was refolved to die; and tliat fhe 
shu | and 
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and her daughter having in vain joined in their 
moft tender perfuafions to divert him from his pur- 
pofe, the only hope they had now left was my 
endeavors to reconcile him to life. Iran to his 
houfe with theutmoft precipitation. AsI approachs 
ed it, I met a fecond meffenger from Hifpulla, - 
who informed me there was nothing to be hoped 
for, even from me, as he now feemed more in- 
flexible than ever in his refolution. What con- 
firmed their fears was an expreffion hé made ufe of 
to his phyfician, who preffed him to take fome 
nourifhment : ’tis refolved, he faid: an expreffion 
which as it raifed my admiration of his greatnefs 
of foul; fo it does my grief for the lofs of him. I 
am every moment reflecting what à valuable friend, 
what an excellent man I am deprived of. That he 
was arrived to his fixty feventh year, whichis an age 
even the ftrongeft feldom exceed, I well know ; that 
he is delivered froma life of continual pain ; that he 
left his family and (what he loved even more) his 
country in a florifhing ftate; all this I know. Sull 
I cannot forbear to weep for him as if he had been 
in the prime and vigor of his days: and I weep 
(fhall I own my weaknefs?) uponaprivate account. 
For I have loft, oh! my friend, I have loft the wit- 
nefs, the guide, and the diretor of my life! And to 
confefs to you what I did to Calvifius in the firft 

traní- 
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tranfport of my grief, I fadly fear, now that I am 
no longer under his eye, I fhall not keep fo ftri& 
a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to me 
therefore, I entreat you; not by telling me that 
- be was old, that be was infirm; all this I know; 
but by fupplying me with fome arguments that are 
uncommon, and refiftlefs, that neither the com- 
merce of the world, nor the precepts of the philo- 
fophers can teach me. For all that I have heard, 
and all that I have read occur to me of themfelves; 
but all thefe are by far too weak to fupport me 
under fo heavy an affliction. Farewel. 


LETTER Xill. To Soctws SzNECIO, 


HIS year hai prov’d extremely fertile in 

" poetical productions: during the whole 
month of April, fcarce a day has paífed wherein 
we have not been entertained with the recital of 
fome poem. It is a pleafure to me to find, not- 
withftanding there feems to be fo little difpofition 
in the public to attend affemblies of this kind, that 
the fciences ftill florifh, and men of genius are not 
difcouraged from producing their performances. It 
is vifible, the greater part of the audience which 
is colle&ed upon thefe occafions, come with reluc- 
tance; they loiter round the place of affembly, join © 
in little parties of converfation, and fend every now 
and 
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and then to enquire whether the author is come in; 
whether he has read the preface, or whether he has 
almoft finifhed the piece, Then with an air of the 
ereateft indifference, they juft look in and with- 
draw again ; fome by ftealth, and others with lefs 
ceremony. It was not thus in the time of our an- 
ceftors. It is reported that Claudius Caefar one 
day hearing a noife near his palace, enquired the 
occafion of it, and being informed that Nonianus 
was reciting a compofition of his, went immediate- 
ly to the place, and agreeably furprifed the author 
with his prefence. But now, were one to befpeak 
the company even of the moft idle man living, and 
remind him of the appointment ever fo often, or 
ever fo long beforehand, either he would avoid it 
under pretence of forgetfulnefs, or if not, would 
look upon it as fo much time loft; and for no 
other reafon, perhaps, but becaufe he had zot loft it. 
So much the rather do ¢o/e authors deferve our en- 
couragement and applaufe, who have refolution to 
_ perfeverein their ftudies, and exhibit their perfor- 
mances, notwithítanding this indolence, or pride 
of their audience. For my own part, I fcarce ever 
refufe to be prefent upon fuch occafions. Tho’ 
to fay truth, the authors have generally been my 
friends ; as indeed there are few men of genius 
who are not. It is this has kept me in town 
longer than I intended. I am now however at 

| liberty 


at 


4 


» 
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Farewel. 
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liberty to withdraw to my retirement, and write 
. fomething myfelf; but without any intentions of 
reciting in my turn. I would not have it thought 
that I rather /ent than gave my attendance ; for in 
thefe, as in all other good offices, the obligation 
ceafes the moment you n to expect a return. 


LETTER XW. Junius Maunicvus.- 


O U defire me to look.out a hufband for 
your niece ; and it is with juftice you enjoin 
me that office. You were a witnefs to the e(teem 
and affection I bore that great man her father, and 
with what noble inftructions he formed my youth, 
and taught me to deferve thofe praifes he was 


-pleafed to beftow upon me. 


You could not 


give me then a more important, or more agree- 
able commiflion, nor could I be employed in an 
office of higher honor, than of choofing a young 
. man worthy of continuing the family of Rufticus 
Arulenus : a choice I fhould be Jong in determin- 


ing if I were not acquainted with Minutius ZEmili- 


anus, who fcemstormed for our purpofe. While he 
loves me with that warmth of affe&ion which is ufual 
between young men of equal years (as indeed I 
have the advance of him but by very few) he re- 


Vor. I 


C 


veres 
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veres me at the fame time with all the deference due 
to age ; and is as defirous to model himfelf by my . 
inftructions, as I was by thofe of yourfelf and your 
brother. He is a native of Brixia ^, one of thofe 
provinces in Italy, which ftill retains much of the 
frugal fimplicity and purity of ancient manners. 
He is fon to Minutius Macrinus, whofe humble 
defires were fatisfied with being firft in the rank of 
the ^ Equeftrian order : for tho’ he was nominat- 
ed by Vefpafian in the number of thofe whom 
that Prince dignified with the Praetorian honors ; 
yet with a determined greatnefs of mind, he rather 
preferred an elegant repofe, to the ambitious, fhall 
I call them, or honorable purfuits in which we in 
public life are engaged. His grand-mother on the 
mother's fideis Serrana Procula, of Padua: you are 
no ftranger to the manners of that place; yet Serra- 
na is looked upon, even among thefe referved peo- 
ple, asan exemplary inftance of ftrict virtue. A- 
cilius, his uncle, is a man of fingular gravity, wif- 
dom and integrity. Ina word, you will find nothing | 
throughout his family unworthy of yours. Mi- 
nutius himfelf has great vivacity, as well as ap- 
plication, joined at the fame time with a molt 
amiable and becoming modefty. He has already, 
with much credit, paffed thro’ the offices of Quef- 
tor,’ 


* A town in the territories of Venice, now called Brefcia. 
" See page 45. note *. 
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tor, Tribune, and Prztor, fo that you will be fpar- 
ed the trouble of foliciting for him thofe honorable 
employments. Fe has a genteel and ruddy coun- 
tenance, with a certain noble mein that fpeaks the 
man of diftin¢étion: advantages, I think, by no 
means to be flighted, and which I look upon as 
the proper tribute to virgin innocence. .I am 
doubtful whether I fhould add, that liis father is 
very rich. When I confider the character of thofe 
who require a hufband of my choofing, I know it 
is unneceffary to mention wealth; but when I re- 
fle& upon the prevailing manners of the age, and 
even the laws of Rome, which rank a man ac- 
cording to his poffeffions, it certainly claims fome 
notice : and indeed in eftablifhments of this na- 
ture, where children and many other circumftances 
are to be confidered, it is an article that well de- 
ferves to be taken into the account. You will be 
inclined perhaps to fufpect, that affection has had 
too great a fhare in the character I have been 
drawing, and that I have heightened it beyond the 
truth. But I will ftake all my credit, you will find 
every thing far beyond what I have reprefented. I 
confefs, indeed, I love Minutius (as he juftly de- 
ferves,) with all the warmth of the moft ardent af- 
fection ; butfor that very reafon I would notafcribe 
more to his merit, than I know it will fupport. 
Farewel. 


co LET- 
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LE TT ER KU. uda SEPTITIUS CLARUs. 


TOW. happened it, my friend, that you did 
not keep your engagement the other night 

to fup with me? But take notice, juftice is to be 
had, and I expect you fhall fully reimburfe me the 
expence I was at to treat you ; Which, let me tell 
you, was no fmall fum. I had prepared, you muft 
know, a lettuceapiece, three * fnails, two eggs, anda 
barley cake, with (ome fweet wine and " {now : the 
{now moft certainly I fhall charge to your account, 
as a rarity that will not keep. Befides all thefe cu- 
rious difhes, there were olives of Andalufia, gourds, 

fhalots, 


2 The Englifh reader may probably be furprized to find this 
article in Pliny’s philofophical bill of fare; it willnot beimproper .. 
therefore to inform him, that a difh of {nails was very common 
at a Roman table. The manner ufed to fatten them is related 
by fome very grave authors of antiquity ; and Pliny the elder 
mentions one Fulvius Hirpinus who had ftudied that art with fo 
much fuccefs, that the fhells of fome of his {nails would contain 
about ten quarts. [H. N. 1. 9. 56.] In fome parts of Switzer- 
land this food is ftill in high repute. See Addifon's Trav. 364. 

b The Romans ufed fnow not only to cooltheirhnquors, but 
their ftomachs after having inflamed themfelves with higheat- 
ting: Niwem rodunt, lays Seneca, Jolatium fiomachi efiuantis. 
[Ep.95.] This cuftom ftill prevails in Italy, efpecially at Na- 
ples, where (as Mr. Addifon obferves) they ** drink very few 
** liquors, not fo much as water, that have not lain in /refco, 
** and every body from the higheft to the loweft makes 
<< ufe of it; infomuch that,a fcarcity of fnow would raife a 
* mutiny at Naples, as much asa dearth of corn or proviftons 
** jn another country." "rav. i85. 


* 
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fhalots, and a hundred other dainties equally fump- : 
tuous. You fhould likewife have been entertained 
either with an interlude, the rehearfal of a poem, or: 
a piece of mufic, as you liked beft; or (fuch was my 
liberality) with all three. But the luxurious deli- 
cacies * and Spanifh dancers of a certain — I 
know not who, were, it feems more to. your tafte, 
However | fhall have my revenge of you, depend 
uponit ;--in what manner, fhall at prefent bea fecret. 
In‘ good truth it was not kind, thus to mortify 
.your friend, I had almoft faid yourfelf; —and' 
uponfecond thoughts I dofay fo: for how agreeably 
fhould we have fpent the evening, in laughing, tri- 
fling, and. deep fpeculation ! You may fup, I con- 
fefs, at many places more fplendidly ; but you can 
be treated no where, believe me, with more uncon- 
Eitg ins {trained 


€ In the original the difhes are fpecified, viz. oyfters, the 
matrices of fows, and a certain fea fhell-fith, prickly like a 
hedge-hog; called Echinus, all in the higheft eftimation among 
the Roman admirers of table-luxury ; as appears by numberlefs 
paffages in the claflic writers. Our own country had the honor 
to furnifh them with oyfters, which they fetched from Sandawich: 
Montanus, mentioned by Juvenal, was fo well fkilled in the 
fcience of good eating, that he could tell by the firft tafte whe- 
ther they came from thence or not: 


—— Circeis nata foremt,an 


Lucrinum ad faxum, Rupinove edzta, fundo 
Offrea, callebat primo deprendere morfa. . 


Sat. iv. 140. 


He whether Circe's rock his oyfters bore, : 
Or Lucrine lake, or the Ruzzpiaz fhore,. 
Knew at firft tate. ——— - 


Mr. Duke. 
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{trained cheerfulnefs, fimplicity and freedom: only 
make the experiment; and if you do not ever 
afterwards prefer my table to any other, never fa- 
vor me with your company again. Farewel. 


LETTER XVI. To Ervcivs. 


Conceived an affection for my friend Pompeius: 
I Saturinus, and admired his genius, even long 
before I knew the extenfive variety of his talents ; 
but he has now taken full and unreferved pofieffion 
of my whole heart. I have heard him-in the un- 
premeditated, as well as ftudied fpeech, plead with 
, no lefs warmth and energy, than grace and elo- 
quence. He abounds with juft reflections ; his 
periods are graceful and.majeftic ; his words har- 
monious, and ftamped with theauthority of genuine 
antiquity. Thefe united qualities infinitely delight 
you, not only when you are carried along, if I may 
fo fay, with the refiftlefs flow of his charming and 
emphatical elocution ; but when confidered diftinct 
and apart from that advantage. I am perfuaded 
you will be of this opinion when you perufe his 
orations, and will not hefitate to place him in the 
fame rank with the antients, whom he fo happily 
imitates. But you will view him with ftill higher 


pleafure in the character of an uhge where his 
' ftile 
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ftile is at once concife and clear, fmooth and fub- 
lime ; and the fame energy of expreffion, though 
with more clofenefs, runs through his harangues, 
which fo eminently diftinguifhes and adorns his 
pleadings. But thefe are not all his excellencies ; 
he has compofed feveral poetical pieces in the man- 
ner of my favorite Calvus and Catullus. What 
ftrokes of wit, what fweetnefs of numbers, what 
pointed fatire, and what touches of the tender paf- 
fion appear in his verfes! in the midft of which he 
fometimes defignedly falls into an agreeable negli- 
gence in his metre, in imitation too of thofe admir- 
ed poets. He read to me, the other day, fome 
letters which he affured me were written by his wife: 
I fancied I was hearing Plautus or Terence in profe. 
If they are that lady’s, ( as he pofitively affirms ) or 
his own, which he abfolutely denies, either way he 
deferves equal applaufe ; whether for writing fo po- 
litely himfelf, or for having fo highly improved 
and refined the genius of his wife, whom he married 
young anduninftructed. His worksatre never outof 
my hands; and whether I fitdownto writeany thing 
myfelf, or to revife what I have already written, or 

» aminadifpofitionto amufemyfelf, I conftantly take 
up.this agreeable author; and as often as I do fo, he 
is ftill new. Let me ftrongly recommend him to 
the fame degree of intimacy with you; ‘nor be it 
C 4 any 
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any prejudice to his merit that he is a cotemporary 
writer. Had he florifhed in fome diftant age, not 
only his works, but the very pictures and ftatues of 
him would. have been paffionately enquired after 5 
and fhall we then, from a fort of fatiety, and merely 
becaufe he is prefent among us, fuffer his talents to 
languifh and fade away unhonored and unadmired? 
It is furely a very perverfe and envious difpofition, 
to look with indifference upon a man worthy of the. 
higheft approbation, for noother reafon but becaufe 
we have it in our power to fee him, and to converfe 
with him, and not only to give him our applaufe, 
but to receive him into our friendfhip.  Farewel. |. 


LETTER XVII. To Cornerivs TiTIANUS. 


HE focial virtues have not yet quite forfaken 

the world; and there are ftill thofe whofe ° 
generous affection extends itfelf even to their de- 
parted friends. Titianus Capito has obtained the 
Emperor's permiffion to erect a ftatue in the Fo- 
rum to the late L. Syllanus. It is a noble and 
truly laudable exertion of princely favor toemploy 
it to purpofes fuch as thefe, and to try the extent 
of one's intereft for the glory of others. It is in- 


deed habitual to Capito to diftinguifh merit. Hie 
has 


T 2 
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has placed in his houfe (where he is at * liberty to 
do fo) the ftatues of the Bruti, the Caffii, and the 
Catos, and it is incredible what a religious vene- 
ration he pays them. But his generofity does not 
terminate here : there is fcarce a name of any note 
or luftre that he has not celebrated and rendered 
more conípicuous, by his excellent verfes. One may 
be very fure a man mutt be poffeffed of great vir- 
tue himfelf, who thus admires it in others. As 
Syllanus certainly deferves the honor that is done 
him, fo Capito has by this means fecured to. him- 
felf that immortality which he has conferred on his 
friend ; for in my opinion he who erects a ftatue 
in the Roman Forum, receives as much glory, as 
the perfon to whom it is erected. Farewel. 


LETTER XVIII. To SugroNivs TRAN- 
| QUILLUS. | 


OUR letter informs me that you are ex- 
tremely terrified with a dream, as appre- 
hending that it threatens fome ill fuccefs to you in 
the 


|a Suetonius informs us, that Caligula deftroy'd the ftatues of 
thofe illuftrious perfons which Auguftus had erected inthe Ca- 
pitol; and publifhed an edict, whereby he prohibited ftatues 
to be raifed to any perfon in his life-time, unlefs by the empe- 
ror's exprefs permiffion. It is probable Pliny here alludes to a 
decree of this nature made by fome fucceeding emperor, per- 
haps Domitian, againft publickly erecting ftatues to thefe glo- 
rious aflertors of liberty. 
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the caufe you have undertaken to defend ; and 
therefore defire that I would get it adjourned for 
a few. days, or at leaft to the next.. This is a fa- 
vor, you are fenfible, not very eafily obtained, but 
I will ufe all my intereft for that purpofe ; 


- For dreams defcend from Fove*.. Hom. 


6 


In the mean while it is very material ^ for you to 
recollect whether your dreams generally reprefent 
things as they afterwards fall out, or quite the re- 
verfe. But if I may judge of yours by one that 
happened to myfelf, you have nothing to fear: for 

it 


a Pope, Iliad i. 65. 

^ Dreams were confider'd from the earlieft antiquity as fa- 
cred admonitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen 
oracles were deliver'd in this manner, and even among the. 
Jews we find feveral intimations conveyed to their prophets in 
the fame way. The Romans in general were great obfervers 
of dreams, and Auguftus Czefar is faid to have efcaped a very 
imminent danger at the battle of Philippi, by quitting his 
tent in compliance with a dream of Antonius his phyfician*. 
This is mentioned to obviate any prejudice againft Pliny, which 
may arife in the mind of a reader unacquainted with the pre- 
vailing fentiments of the antients upon this point, who might 
otherwife be furprized to find our author talk ferioufly upon a 
fubje& of this nature. ‘The truth is, an eminent critic + 
has obferved with great good fenfe, there feems to be as much 
temerity in never giving credit to dreams, as there is fuperftition 
in always doing fo. ** It appears to me, fays he, that the 
** true medium between thefe two extremes, is to treat them 
* as we would a known liar ; we are fure he moft ufually re- 
** lates falfehoods, however, nothing hinders but he may fome- 
** times {peak truth," 


* Val. Max. Y. i.c, 7. + Dacier fur Hor. 1,2, Ep. 2 
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it portends you will acquit yourfelf with great 
fuccefs. I had promifed to be counfel for Julius 
. Paftor ; when I fancied in my fleep that my mo- 
ther-in-law came to me, and throwing herfelf at 
my feet, earneftly intreated me£ not to be concern- 
ed in the caufe. J was at that time a very young 
man; the cafe was to be argued in the four cen- 
tumviral courts ; my adverfaries were fome of the 
moft confiderable men in Rome, and particular fa- 
vorites of Cafar ; any of which circumftances 
were fufficient, after fuch an inaufpicious dream, to 
have difcouraged me.  Notwithítanding this, I 
engaged in the caufe, E within my felt; a 


Without a jf fen, bis (word the brave man draws, 
Ana afks no omen, but bis country’s caufe*: 


for I looked upon the promife I had given, to be 
as facred to me as my country, or, if that were 
pofüble, more fo. The event happened as I 
wifhed ; and it was that very caufe which firft pro- 
cured me the favorable attention of the public, 
and threw open to me the gates of Fame.  Con- 
fider then whether your dream, like that which I 
have related, may not portend fuccefs. Or after 
all, perhaps, you will think it more fafe to purfue 
this cautious maxim : ** zever do a thing of which 


«€ wou 
« Iliad xii. 243. Pope. 
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** you are-in doubt: if fo, write me word. - In 

the interval I will confider of fome expedient, and 

. endeavor your caufe  fhall be heard any day you. 
like befl.' In this refpect you are in.a better fitua-- 
tion than I was: the court of the Centumviri, 

where Iwas to plead, admits of no adjournment 5) 
whereas in that where your caufe is to be heard, 

tho’ it is not eafy to procure one, ftill however it 
is poffible, Farewel. 


LE TT ER XIX .To Romanus. Firmus. 


..S you are my countryman;, my fchool- 

k fellow, and the earlieft companion of my 
youth: as there was. the fLricteft .friendfhip be- 
tween my mother and uncle, and. your father; a 
happinefs which I alfo enjoyed as far as the great 
inequality. of our ages would. admit; can I fail 
(biafs’d as Iam towards your intereft by fo many: 
{trong and weighty reafons,) to contributeall inmy 
power to the advancement of your dignity? The 
rank you bear in our province as a Decurio, is a. 
proof that you are poffeffed at leaft of an* hundred 
thoufand 


.* About 8001. of our money... The Seflerce was a Roman 
filver coin, the value of which the moft accurate antiquarians ' 
have fettled at 1 penny, 5 farthings ‘and 3-4ths, making roco 
: to be.equal to 8 l. 1s. cd. £; but to avoid fraétions, in 

this place, and throughout all the following calculations, a 
thoufand fefterces are confidered as equivalent ‘to only 8l. 
fterling. 
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thoufand fefterces ; but that we may alfo have the 
pleafure of feeing you a Roman” knight, give me 
leave to prefent you with three hundred thoufand*, 
in order to make up the fum requifite to entitle 

. you to. that dignity. The long acquaintance we 

. have had, leaves me no room to doubt you will 
ever be forgetful of this inftance of my friendfhip. 
And I need not advife you (what if I did not know 
your difpofition, I fhould) to enjoy this honor with 
the modefty that becomes one who received it from 
me : for the dignity we poflefs by the good offices 
of a friend is a: kind of facred truft, wherein we 
have bis judgment, as well our own character, 
to maintain, and therefore to be guarded with pe- 
culiar attention. 


LET- 


&** The Equeftrian dignity, or that order of the Roman 
people which we commonly call Kzighrs, had nothing in it 
analogous to any order of modern knighthood, but depend- 
ed entirely upon a valuation of their eftates; and every 
citizen whofe entire fortunes amounted to 400,000 fefterces, 
that is, to 2229 l. of our money, was enrolled of courfe in 
the lift of knights ; who were confidered as a middle order 
** between the fenators and common people, yet without any 
** other diftin&ion thanthe privilege of wearing a gold ring, 
which was the peculiar badge of their order." Life of 
> Tully, vol 1. 3. 22 zot. 
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* About 24001. fterling. 
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LETTER XX. To Cornetrus-Tacirvs. 


Have frequent debates with a learned and judi- 

- cious perfon of my acquaintance, who admires 
nothing fo much in the eloquence of the bar as 
concifenefs. I agree with him, where the caufe will 
admit of this manner, it may be properly enough 
purfued ; but infift, that to omit what is material 
to be mentioned, or only flightly to touch upon 
_thofe points which fhould be ftrongly inculcated, 
and urged home to the minds of the audience, is 
in effect to defert the caufe one has undertaken. In 
many cafes a copious manner of expreffion gives 
ftrength and weight to our ideas, which frequent- 
ly make impreffions upon the mind, as iron does 
upon folid bodies, rather by repeated ftrokes than 
a fingle blow. In anfwer to this he ufually has 
recourfe to authorities; and produces Lyfias 
amongft the Grecians, and Cato and the two 
Gracchi among our own countrymen, as inftances 
‘in favor of the concife ftile. In return, I name 
Demofthenes, ZEíchynes, Hifperides, and many 
others in oppofition to Lyfias; while I confront 
Cato and the Gracchi, with Caefar, Pollio, Coelius, 
and above all Cicero, whofe longeft oration is ge- 
nerally efteemed the beft. It is in good compo- 
pofitions, as in every thing elfe that is valuable; 
~ the 
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the more there is of them, the better. You may 
obferve in ftatues, baffo-relievos, pictures, and 
the bodies of men, and even in animals and trees, 
that nothing is more graceful than magnitude, if 
accompanied with proportion. The fame: holds 
true in pleading: and even in books, a large 
volume carries fomething of beauty and authority 
in its very fize. My antagonift, who is extreme- 
ly dexterous at evading an argument, cludes all 
this, and much more which I ufually urge to the 
- fame purpofe, by infifting that thofel very perfons, 
upon whofe works I found my opinion, made 
confiderable additions to their orations when they 
publifhed them. — This I deny : and appeal to the 
harangues of numberlefs orators; particularly to 
thofe of Cicero for Murena and Varenus, where 
he feems to have given us little more than the ge- 
neral charge. Whence it appears, that many 
things which he enlarged upon at the time he de- 
livered thofe orations, were retrenched when he 
gave them to the public. The fame excellent ora- 
tor informs us, that, agreeably to the ancient cuf- 
tom which allowed only one counfel on a fide, 
Cluentius had no other advocate but himfeif ; and _ 
tells us farther, that he employed four whole days 
in defence of Cornelius: by which it plainly ap- 
pears, that thofe orations which, when delivered at 
their full length, had neceffarily taken up fo much 

time 
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time at the bar, were greatly altered and abridged . 


when he afterwards comprifed them in afingle vo- 
lume, tho’ I muft confefs indeed, a large one. But 


it is objected, there is a wide difference between .- 


good pleading and juft compofition. This opinion, 
I acknowledge, has had fome favorers, and it may 
be true ; neverthelefs I am perfuaded (tho’ I may 
perhaps be miftaken) that, as it is poffible a plead- 


ing may be well received by the audience; which —_ 


has not merit enough to recommend it to the 
reader ; fo a good oration cannot be a bad plead- 


ing: for the oration on paper is, in truth; the. 


d 


original and model of the fpeech that isto be pro- | 
nounced. It is for this reafon we find in manyof - 


the beft orations extant, numberlefs expreffions 
which havethe air of unpremeditated difcourfe; and 
this even where we are fure they were never fpoken 
at all : as for inftance in the following paffage from 
the oration again{t Verres,--** 77 certain mechanic 
« _---qwhal’s bis name? Ob, lm obliged to you 


« for helping me tuit: yes, 1 mean Polycletus.? It 


cannot then be denied, that the nearer approach a 
fpeaker makes to the rules of juft compofition, the 
more perfect he will be in his art; always fuppo- 


fing however, that he has the ncceffary indulgence - 


in point of time: for if he be abridged of that, 
no imputation can juftly be fixed upon the advo- 
cate, tho' certainly a very great one is chargeable 

upon 


Ge 
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upon the judge. | The fenfe of the laws is, I am 
fure, on my fide, which are by no means fparing 
of the orator's time: it is not brevity, but an en- 
larged fcope, a full attention to every thing mate? 
rial, which they recommend. And how is it poffi- 
ble for an advocate to acquit himfelf of that duty; 
unlefs in the moft infignificant caufes, if he affects 
to be conciíe ? Let me add what experience, that 
unerring guice, has taught me: it has frequently 
been my province to act both as an advocate and 
a judge, as I have often affifted as an ? aífeffor, 
where I have ever found the judgments of man- 
kind are to be influenced by different applications; 
and. that the flighteft circumftances often produce 


the moft important confequences. There is fo vaft 


a variety in the difpofitions and underftandings of 
men, that they feldom agree in their opinions a- 


. bout any one point in debate before them; or if 


they do, it is generally from the movement of dif- 


- ferent paffions. Befides, as every man naturally 
' favors his own difcoveries, and when he hears an 


argument madeufe of which had before occurred to 
himfelf, will certainly embrace it as extremely con- 
vincing, the orator therefore fhouid fo adapt him- 
felf to his audience as to throw out fomething to 
jXiVor.- I. | D ' every 


"The Prator was affifted by ten affeffors, five of whom 
were fenators, and the reft knights. ‘With thefe he was oblig- 
£d to confalt before he pronounced fentence. 
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every one of them, that:he may receive and ap- 
prove as his own peculiar thought. I remember 
when Regulus and I was concerned together in a 
-taufe, he faid to me, You feem to think it neceffary 
to infift upon every point; whereas I always take 
aim at my adverfarys throat, and there I clofely 
prefs bim. (Tis true, he tenacioufly holds what- 
ever part he has once fixed upon ; but the misfor- 
tune is, he is extremely apt to miftake the right 
place.) I anfwered, it might poffibly happen that 
what he took for what he called the throat, was 
in reality fome other part. As for me, faid I, 
who do not pretend to direct my aim with fo much 
certainty, I attack every part, and pufh at every 
opening ; in fhort, to ufe a vulgar proverb, J Jeave 
no ftoue unturned. As in agriculture, it is not my 
vineyards, or my woods alone, but my fields alfo 
that I cultivate ; and (to purfue the allufion) as I 
do not content myfelf with fowing thofe fields with 
only one kind of grain, but empioy feveral diffe- 
rent forts : fo in my’ pleadings at the bar, I fpread 
at large a variety of matter like fo many different 
feeds, in order to reap from thence whatever may 
happen to hit : for the difpofition of your judges 
is as precarious and as little to be afcertained, as 
that of foils and feafons. I remember the comic 
writer Eupolis mentions it in praife of that excel- 


lent orator Pericles, that N 
Ot 
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On bis lips Perfuafion bung, 

And powerful Reafon rul'd his tongue : 
Thus be, alone, could boaft the art; 
o charm at once and fting the heart. 


But could Pericles, without the richeft variety of 
expreffion, and merely by force of the concife or the 
rapid ftile, or both together (for they are extreme- 
ly different) have exerted that charm and that fling 
of which the poet here fpeaks ? To delight and to 
perfuade requires time, and a great compas of 
language ; and to leave a //;ze in the minds of his 
audience, is an effect not to be expected from an 
orator who flightly pufhes, but from him, and 
him only, who thrufts home and deep. Another 
comic poet, fpeaking of the fame orator, fays, 


His mighty words like Fove’s own thunder roll ; 
Greece bears, and trembles to ber inmoft foul, 


But it is not the concife and the referved, it is 
.the copious, the majeftic, and the fublime orator, 
who with the blaze and thunder of his eloquence 
hurries impetuoufly along, and bears down all be- 
fore him. There is a juít mean, I own, in every 

D 2 thing ; 


+ Ariftophanes, 


$2 The LETTERS Book I, 


thing; but he equally deviates from that true mark, 
. who falls fhort’ of it, as he who goes beyond it ; 
he who confines himfelf in too narrow a compafs, 
as he who launches out with too great a latitude. 
Hence it is as common to hear our orators con- 
demned for being too barren, as too luxuriant ; for 
not reaching, as well. as for overflowing the bounds 
of their fubject. ^ Both, no doubt, are equally 
diftant from the proper medium; but with this 
difference however, that in the one the fault arifes 
from an.excefs, in the other from. a deficiency; 
an error which if it be not a fign of a more cor- 
rect, yet it is certainly of a more exalted genius. 
When I fay this, I would not be underftood to 
approve that everlafting ‘talker mentioned in Ho- . 
mer, but that other .* defcribed in the following 
lines : | 


Frequent aud foft as falls the winter fnow, 
Thus from his lips the copious periods flow. ....- 


Not but I extremely admire him ^ too, of whom 
the poet fays, 


Few 


, T herfites, Iliad ii..v. 212. 
4 Ulyffes, Iliad iii. v. 222. 
e Menelaus, ibid. 
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Few were his words, but wonderfully ftrong. 


Yet if I were to choofe, I fhould clearly give the 
preference to the ftile refembling winter /now, 
that is, to the full and diffufive ; in fhort, to that 
pomp of eloquence which feems all heavenly and 
divine. But (’tis urged) the harangue of a more 
moderate length is moft generally admir'd. It is 
fo, I confefs : but by whom? By the indolent on- 
ly ; and to fix the ftandard by the lazinefs and falfe 
delicacy of thefe, would furely be the higheft ab- 
furdity. ' Were you to confult perfons of this caft 
they would tell you, not only that it is beft to fay 
little, but that it is beft to fay nothing.— Thus, my 
friend, I have laid before you my fentiments up- 
on this fubject, which I fhall readily abandon, if 
I find they are not agreeable to yours. But if you 
fhould diffent from me, I beg you would commu- 
nicate to. me your reafons. For tho' I ought to 
yield in this cafe to your more enlightened judg- 
ment, yetin a point of fuch confequence, I had ra- 
ther receive my conviction from the force of argu- 
ment, than authority. If you fhould be of my 
opinion in this matter, a line or two from you in 
return, intimating your concurrence, will be fuf- 
ficient to confirm me in the juftnefs of my fenti- 

D 3 ments. 
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ments. On the contrary, if you think me mif- 
taken, I beg you would give me your objections 
-at large. Yet has it not, think you, fomething of 
the air of bribery, to afk only aihort letter if you 
agree with me; but enjoin you the trouble of 
a very long one, if you are of a contrary opinion? 
Farewel. | 


LETTER XXI. To PATERNUS. 


S I rely very much upon the ftrength of 
your judgment, fo I do upon the good- 
nefs of your eyes: not becaufe I think your dif- 
cernment very great (for I would not make you 
vain) but becaufe I think it as good as mine: 
which, it muft be owned, is faying a great deal 
in its favor. Jefting apart, I like very well the 
appearance of the flaves which were purchafed 
for me by your recommendation ; all that I want 
farther, is to be fatisfied'of their behavior; and 
for this I muft depend upon their characters more 
than their countenances. Farewel = 


LETTER XXIL To CariLIUs Severus. 


A M at prefent detained in Rome (and have 
been fo a confiderable time) under the moft 
alarming apprehenfions. Titus Arifto, whom I 
in- 
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infinitely love and efteem, is fallen into a dange- 
rous and obftinate illnefs, which deeply. affects me. 
Virtue, knowledge, and good fenfe fhine out with 
fo fuperior a luftre in this excellent man, that 
learning herfelf and every valuable endowment 
feems involved in the danger of his fingle perfon. _ 
How confummate is his knowledge both in the 
political and civil laws of his,country! How tho- 
roughly converfant is he in every branch of hif- 
tory and antiquity ! There is no article of {cience, 
in fhort, you would wifh tq beinformed of, in 
which he is not fkilled. As for my own part, when 
ever I would acquaint myfelf with any abftrufe 
point of literature, I have recourfe to him, as to one 
who fupplies me with its moft hidden treafures. 
What an amiable fincerity, what a noble dignity 
is there in his converfation! How humble, yet 
how graceful is his difidence! Tho’ he conceives 
. at once every point in debate, yet he is as flow to 
decide, as he is quick to apprehend, calmly and 
deliberately weighing every oppofite reafon that is 
offered, and tracing it, with a moft judicious pe- 
netration, from its fource through all its remot- 
eft confequences. His diet is frugal, his drefs 
plain ; and whenever I enter his chamber, and view 
him upon his couch, I confider the fcene before — 
me asa true image of ancient fimplicity, to which 
his illuftrious mind reflects the nobleft ornament. 

D 4 He 
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He places no part of his happinefs in oftentation, 
but refers the whole of it to confcience 3 and feeks 
the reward of his virtue, not in the clamorous 
applaufes of the world, but in the (lent fatisfac- 
tion which refults from having acted well. In fhort, 
you will not eafily find his equal even among our 
philofophers by profefiion. He frequents not the 
places of public difputations*, nar idly amufes 
himfelf and others with vain and endlefs contro- 
verfies. fs nobler talents aré exerted to more 
ufeful purpofes ; in the fcenes of civil and active 
life. Many has he afiitted with his intereft, ftill 
more with his advice! But tho’ he dedicates his 
time to the affairs of the world, he regulates his 
conduct by the precepts of. the philofophers ; and 
in the practice of temperance, piety, juftice and 
fortitude he has no fuperior. It is aftonifhing 
with what patience he bears his illnefs; how he 
ftruggles with pain, endures thirft, and quietly fub- 
mits to the troublefome regimen neceflary in a 
raging fever. He lately called me, and a few more 
of his particular friends, to his bed-fide, and begged 
we would afk his phyficians what turn they ap- 
prehended his diftemper would take: that if they. 
pronounced it incurable, he might voluntarily put 
an end to his lite ; but if there were hopes of a 
recovery, 


* The philofophers ufed to hold their difputation in the 
Gymmafia and Porticos, being places of moit public refort 
for walking, &c. 
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recovery, however tedious and difficult, he might 
wait'the event with patience; for fo much, he 
thought, was due to the tears and intreaties of his 
wife and daughter, and to the affectionate inter- 
ceffion of ‘his friends, as not voluntarily to aban- 
don our hopes, if in truth they were not entirely 
defperate. A refolution this, in my eftimation, 
truly heroical, and worthy of the higheft applaufe. 
Inftances are frequent enough in the world, of 
rufhing into the arms of death without reflection, 
and by a fort of blind impulfe: but calmly and 
deliberately to. weigh the reafons for life or death, 
and to be determined in our choice as either fide 
of the ícale prevails, is the mark of an uncommon 
and great mind*. We have had the fatisfaction of 
the opinion of his phyficians in bis favor ; and may 
hea- 


b The general lawfulnefs of felf murder was a do&rine by 
no means univerfally received in the antient pagan world; many 
. of the moit confiderable names, both Greek and Roman, hav- 
ing exprefly declared againft that practice. Pythagoras, So- 
crates, Plato, Tully, have condemned it: even Brutus himfelf, 
tho' he fell by his own hands, yet in his cooler and philofophi- 
cal hours, wrote a T treatife wherein he highly condemned Ca. 
to, as being guilty of an a& both of impiety and cowardice in 
deftroying himíf-lf. The judicious Virgil is. alfo in the fame 
fentiments, and reprefents fuch unhappy perfons as in a ftate 
of punifhment. | 


Proxima deinde tenint me fli loca, qui fibi letum 
Infontes peperere manu, lucemque peroft 
Projicere animam: Quam vellent ethere in alto, 
Nuac Cj pauperiem, &F dures perfirre labores! Y 
Then 
Plut. in Brot,  ¢ En. vil, 424. 
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heaven give fuccefs to their art, and free me from 
this reftlefs anxiety! If that fhould happily be the 
event, I fhall immediately return to my favorite, 
Laurentinum, or in other words, to my books 
and ftudious retirement. At prefent, fo much of 
my time and thoughts is employed in attendance 
upon my friend, and in my apprehenfions for him, 
that I have neither leifure nor inclination for fub- 
jects of literature. Thus have I informed you of 
my fears, my wifhes, and my intentions. Com- 
municate to me, in your turn, but in a gayer ftile, 
an account not only of what you are and have been 
doing, but even of your future defigns. It will be 
a very fenfibleconfolation to me in this perplexity 
of mind, to be affured that yours is eafy. Farewel. 


LETTER XXII. To PowPzivs FArco. 


OU defire my cpinion whether you can with 
decency act as an advocate during your? Tri- 
bunate ? But before I determine that queftion, I 
muft know what are your fentiments of that of- 
fice ; whether you look upon it as a mere fhadow 


of 


Then crowds fucceed, who prodigal of breath, 

Themfelves anticipate the doom of death ; 

Tho’ free from guilt, they caft their lives away, 

And fad and fullen hate the golden day. 

Oh ! with what joy the wretches now wou'd bear 

Pain, toil, and woe, to breathe the vital air. Pit. 
*See B. 9. let. 13. note *. 
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of honor, and an empty title, or as a facred and 
inviolable function, the exercife of which as no 
power can fufpend, fo neitherought the perfonhim- 
felf who is invefted with it ? When I was myfelf 
in that poft (poffibly I might be miftaken in fup- 
pofing I was become of any importance, however 
upon the fuppofition that I really was) I entirely 
quitted the bar. I thought it unbecoming a ma- 
giftrate, who, upon all occafions, had a right of pre- 
cedency, and in whofe prefence every body is ob- 
liged to rife, to be feen ftanding, while all about 
him were feated: That he who has authority to 
impofe filence on any man, fhould himfelf be di- 
rected when to be filent : that he, whom it is held 
* impious to interrupt, fhould be expofed to the 
fcurrilous liberties of bar orators ; which to cha- 
ftize, would be thought a fort of infolence of office, 
and. yet it would be weaknefs to overlook. I 
confidered farther, the great difficulty I fhould be 
under if either fide fhould happen to appeal to me 
as Tribune, whether to interpofe my authority, or 
by a kind of refignation of it, to have acted in my 
private capacity. For thefe reafons I rather chofe 


to be the tribune of all, than the advocate of a few. 
But 


» As their characters were held facred, it was efteemed the 
higheft a& of impiety to offer them any injury, or fo much as 
to interrupt them when they were fpeaking. 
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But with refpect to you, (I repeat itagain) the 

whole depends upon what your fentiments are 

ef this office, and under what.character you 

woüld choofe to appear; remembering always, 
that a wife man will take upon himfelf fuch only 

to which he is capable of acting up. 


WERT ROXXIV. TecBrgiws: 


Y. friend.and gueft Tranquillus has an in- 
4& clination to purchafe a fmall farm, of which, 
as I am informed, an acquaintance of yours intends 
to difpofe. I beg you would endeavor he may have 
it upon reafonable terms: a circumftance which 
will add to his fatisfaction in obtaining it. A dear 
bargain is always difagreeable, particularly, as it is 
3 reflection upon the purchafer's judgment. There 
are feveral circumftances attending this little villa, 
which (fuppofing my friend has no objection to the 
price) are extremely fuitable to his tafte: the con- 
venient diftance from Rome, the goodnefs of the 
roads, the fmallnefs of the building, and the very 
few acres of land around it, which is juft enough 
to amufe, but not employ him. ‘To a man of 
the ftudious turn that Tranquillus is, it is fufficient 
if he has but a fmall fpotto relieve the mind and 
divert the eye, where he may faunter round his 
grounds, 
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grounds, traverfe his fingle walk, grow familiar 
with his two or three vines, and count his little 
plantations. I mention thefe particulars, to let 
you fee how much he will be obliged to me, as I 
fhall to you, if you can help him to the purchafe 
of this little Zox, fo agreeable to his tafte, upon 
terms of which he fhall have no occafion to repent. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER lI To Voconivs Romanus, 


OME has not for many years beheld a 
more magnificent and folemn fpectacle, than 

was lately exhibited in the public funeral of that 
great man, the illuftrious and * fortunate Vir- 
i ginius 


2 The antients feem to have confidered fortune as a mark of 
merit in the perfon who was thus diftinguifhed. ^ Cicero (to 
borrow the obfervation of the excellent Mr. Addifon) recom- 
mended Pompey to the Romans for their general upon three ac- 
counts, as he was a man of courage, condu&, and good fortune ; 
and not only Syllathe dictator, but feveral of the Roman empe- 
rors, as is ftill to be feen upon their medals, among other titles, 
gave themfelves that of /¢4x, or fortunate, 
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ginius Rufus. He lived thirty years in the full'en- 
joyment of the higheft reputation ; and as he had 
the fatisfaction to fee his actions celebrated by poets; 
and recorded by hiftorians, he feems even to have 
anticipated his fame with pofterity. Eie was thrice 
raifed to the dignity of "Conful, that hé who * re- 
fufed to be the firft of princes, might at leaft be 
the higheft of fubjects:: As he efcaped the refent- 
ment of thofe emperors to whom his virtues had 
giver-umbrage and even: renderéd him odious, 
and ended his days when: this beft of princes, 
this ^friend of mankind, was in quiet poffefion 
of the empire, it feems as if providence had pur- 


A008 pofely 
^ At the time of the general defection from Nero, Virgini- 
us was at the head of a very powerful army in Germany, which 
had prefled him, and even attempted to'forcé him fo accept the. 
title of emperor. But he conftantly refufed it: adding, that he 
would not even fuffer it to be given to any perfon-but. whom the 
fenate fhould'ele&? With thi army he marched againft Vin- 
dex, who had put himíelf at the head of 100,;0ce Gauls. Hay- 
ing come up with him, he gave him battle, in which Vindex 
was flain, and his forces entirely defeated. After this vit&tory, 
when Nero's:death was known in the army, the foldiers re- 
newed their application to Virginius to accept the imperial dig- 
nity ;'and cho’ oneof thetribunes rufhed into his tent, and threa- 
ten'd that he fhould either receive the empire, or his fword thro’ 
bis body, he refolutely- perfiited in his former fentiments.... But 
2s foon as the news of Nero’s death was confirmed, and that 
the fenate had declared for Galba, he preyailed with the army, 
though with much dificuty, to do fo too. Plutarch. in 
Galb. . 

* The juftnefs of this glorious title, the friend of mankind, 
which our author here gives to Nerva, is confirmed by the con- 
current teftimony of all the hiftorians of thefe times. That 
r | J exceilent 
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pofely preferved him to thefe times, that he might 
receive the honor of a public funeral. He arrived, 
jn full tranquillity and univerfally revered, to the 
84th year of his age, having enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted ítate of health during his whole life, ex- 
cepting only a paralytic diforder in his hands, 
which however was attended with no pain. His 
laft ficknefs, indeed, was fevere and tedious ; but 
even the accident that occafioned it, added to his 
glory. As he was preparing to return his public 
acknowledgments to the emperor, who had raifed 
him to the confulfhip, a large volume which he 
accidentally received at that time, too weighty for 
a feeble old man, flipp’d out of his hands. In 
haftily endeavoring to recover it, the pavement 
being extremely flippery, he fell down and broke 
his thigh-bone ; which fracture, as it was un- 
fkilfully fet at firft, and having befides the infir- 
mities of age to contend with, could never be 
brought to unite again. The funeral obfequies paid 
to the memory of this great man, have done ho- 
nor to the emperor, to the prefent age, and even 
to eloquence herfelf. The conful Cornelius Tacitus 

Vor. I. | E pro- 


excellent emperor's fhortreign feems indeed to have been one: 
uninterrupted feries of generous and benevolent aétions ; 
and he. ufed to fay himfelf, he had the fatisfaclion of being 
conícious he had not committed a fingle a& that could give 
juft offence to any man. Dion, l. 68. 
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pronounced his funeral oration: for the feries 
of his felicities was crowned by the applaufe of 
the moft eloquent of orators. He died full of 
years and of glory, as illuftrious by the honors he 
refufed, as by thofe he accepted, Still however, 
he will be miffed and lamented by the world, as 
the bright model of a better age; efpecially by 
myfelf, who not only admired him as a patriot, 
but loved him as a friend. We were not only na- 
tives of the fame province, and of neighboring 
towns, butoureftates were contiguous. Befidesthefe 
accidental connections with him, he was alfo left 
euardian to me; and indeed he treated me with 
the affection of a parent. Whenever I offered my 
felf a candidate for anyemployment, he conftant- 
ly fupported me with his intereft ; as in all the 
honors I have obtained, tho' he had long fince 
renounced all offices of this nature, he would 
kindly give up the repofe of his retirement, and 
come in perfon to folicit for me. At the time when 
itiscuftomary for the priefts to nominate fuch 
as they judge worthy to be received into their fa- 
cred ‘office, he conftantly propofed me. Even in 
his laft ficknefs I received a diftinguifhing mark 
ot 

* Namely of Augurs. ** This college, as regulated by 

** Sylla, confifted of £ftecn, who were all perfons of the firit 
** diftin@ion in Rome: it was a priefthood for life, ofa charac- 


** ter indeliblc, whichno crime or forfeiture could efface ; it 
T | P 
! was 
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of his affection : being apprehenfive he might be 
named one of the five commiffioners appointed 
by the fenate to reduce the public expences, he 
fixed upon me, young as I am, to carry his ex- 
cufes, in preference to fo many other friends of fu- 
perior age and dignity ; and in a very obliging 
manner affured me, that had he a fon of his own, 
he would neverthelefs have employed me in that 
office. Have I not fufficient caufe then to lament 
his death, as if it were immature, and thus pour 
out the fulnefs of my grief in the bofom of my 
friend ? if indeed it be reafonable to grieve at all 
upon this occafion, or to efteem that event death, 
whichto /uch a man, is rather to be looked upon as 
the period of his mortality than the end of his life. 
He lives, my friend, and wil] continue to live for 
ever; and his fame will fpread farther, and be 
more celebrated by mankind, now that he is re- 
moved from their fight. I had many other 
things to write to you, but my mind ‘is fo entire- 
ly taken up with this fubject, that I cannot call 
it off to any other.  Virginius is conftantly in my 
thoughts ; the vain but lively impreffions of him 
are continually before my eyes, ànd I am for ever 


EK 2 fondly 


** was neceffary, that every candidate fhould be nominated to 
* the people by two Aügurs, who gave a folemn teftimony 
“‘ upon oath of his dignity and fitnefs fcr that office.” 
 Middleton's life of Cic. vi. 529. 
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fondly imagining that I hear him, converfe with 
him, and embrace him. There are, perhaps, and 
poffibly hereafter will be, fome few who may rival 
him in virtue ; but not one, I am perfuaded, that 
will ever equal him in glory. Farewel, 


LETTERS JI. To PaAvuLINUS. 


HETHER I have reafon for my rage, 

is not quite fo clear ; however wonderous 
ángry Iam. But love, you know, will fometimes 
be irrational; as it is often ungovernabie, and 
ever jealous. "The occafion of this my formida- 
ble wrath is great, you muft allow, were it but 
juft: yet taking it for granted that there is as 
much truth, as weight in it, Iam moft vehement- 
ly enraged at your long filence. Would you foften 
my refentment? Let your letters for the future be 
very frequent, and very long ; I fhall excufe you 
upon no other terms ; and as abfence from Rome, 
or encouragement in bufinefs, is a plea I can by no 
means admit; fo that of ill health, the Gods, I 
hope, will not fuffer you to alledge. As for my 
- felf, I am enjoying at my villa the alternate plea- 
fures of ftudy and indolence; thofe happy privi- 
leges of retired leifure! Farewel. 


LET; 
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E had received very advantageous accounts 

of Ifeus, before his arrival here ; but he 

is fuperior to all that was reported of him. He 
poffefies the utmoft facility and copioufnefs of ex- 
 refüon, and his unpremediated difcourfes have 
all the propriety and elegance of the moft ftudied 
and elaborate compofition. He fpeaks the Greek 
language, or rather the genuine Attic. His ex- 
ordiums are polite, eafy and harmonious; and, 
when occafion requires, folemn and majeftic. He 
gives his audience liberty to call for any queftion 
they pleafe, and fometimes even to name what 
fide of it he fhall take; when immediately he 
rifes up in all the graceful attitude of an orator, 
and enters at once into his fubje& with furprizing 
fluency. His reflections are folid, and cloathed in 
the choiceft expreffions, which prefent themfelves 
to him with the utmoft facility. The eafe and - 
ftrength of his moft unprepared difcourfes, plainly 
difcovers he has been very. converfant in the beft 
authors, and much accuftomed to compofe him- 
felf.. Heopens his fubject with great propriety ; 
his ftile is clear, his reafoning ftrong, his inferences 
juft, and his figures graceful and fublime. Ina 
word, he at once inftructs, entertains, and affects 
| bigs ae you, 
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you, and each in fo high a degree, that you are 
at a lofs to determine in which of thofe talents he 
moft excells. His arguments are formed in all 
the ftrength and concifenefs of the ftricteft logic: 
a point not very eafy to attain even in ftudied 
compofitions. His memory is fo extraordinary, 
that he will repeat what he has before fpoke ex- 
tempore, without lofing a fingle word. ‘This won- 
derful faculty he has acquired by great application 
and ptactice; for his whole time is fo devoted to 
fubje&s of this nature, that he thinks and talks of 
nothing elfe. Tho’ he is above fixty three years 
of age, he fill choofes to continue in this pro- 
feffion; than which, it muft be own’d, none 
abounds with men of more worth, fimplicity and 
integrity. We who are converfant in the real 
contentions of the bar, unavoidably contract acer- 
tain artfulnefs, however contrary to our natural 
tempers: But the bufinefs of the fchools, as it 
turns merely upon matters of imagination, affords 
an employment as innocent, as it is agreeable; 
and it muft, methinks, be particularly fo to thofe 
who are advanced in years ; as nothing can be 
more defirable at that period of life, than to enjoy 
thofe reafonable pleafures, which are the moft 
pleafing entertainments of our youth. I look 
therefore upon lfeus, not only as the moft elo-. 
quent, but the moft happy of men ; as I fhall efleem 

you 
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you the moft infenfible, if you appear to flight 
his acquaintance. Let me prevail with you then 
to come to Rome, if not upon my account, or 
any other, at leaft for the pleafure of hearing this, 
extraordinary perfon, Do you remember to have 
read of a certain inhabitant of the city of Cadiz, 
who was fo ftruck with the illuftrious character of 
Livy, that he travelled to Rome on purpofe to 
fee that great genius; and, as foon as he had fa- 
tisfied his curiofity, returned home again? A 
man muft have a very inelegant, illiterate, and 
indolent (I had almoft faid a very mean) turn of 
mind, not to think whatever relates to a fcience 
fo entertaining, fo noble and fo polite, worthy of 
his curiofity. You will tell me, perhaps, you 
have authors in your own ftudy, equally eloquent. 
I allow it; and thofe authors you may turn over 
at any time, but you cannot always have an op- 
portunity of hearing Ifeus. Befides, we are infi- 
nitely more affected with what we hear, than what 
we read. There is fomething in the voice, the 
countenance, the * habit, and the gefture of the 

E 4 fpeaker, 


* The antients thoughtevery thing that concerned an ora- 
tor, worthy of their attention, even to his very are/s. Ovid 
mentions the habit, as wellas the air and mien of Germanicus, 
as exprefüve of his eloquence : 


Dum—J/ilens adfiat, flatus efl vultufque diferti, T 


Spemque decens doe vocis amictus abet. De Pont. l. 2. 5. 
| Ere 
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Ípeaker, that concur in fixing an impreffion upen 
the mind, and gives this method of inftruétion 
greatly the advantage of any thing one can receive 
from books: This at leaít was the opinion of ZEf-. 
chines, who having read to the Rhodians a fpeech 
of Demofthenes, which they loudly applauded ; 
but bow, faid he, would you have been affetted, 
bad you beard the orator  bimfelf thundering out 
this fublime barangue? JEfchines, if we may be- 
lieve Demofthenes, had great dignity of utterance; 
yet, you fee, he could not but confefs it would 
have been a confiderableadvantage to theoration, if 
it had been pronounced by the author himfelf, in 
all the pomp and energy of his powerful elocution. 
What I aim at by this, is, to perfuade you to 
come and hear Ifeus; and let me again intreat you 
to do fo, if for no other reafon, at leaft that you 
may have the pleafure to fay, you once heard him. 
Farewel. 


L Eq- 


Ere yet he fpeaks, the orator 1s feen 
In all the eloquence of gard and mien. 


And the author ofthe dialogue de Orat. 39. goes fo far as 
to affign the ufe of a certain confined habit then in vogue, 
among the reafons which gave a check to the antient fpirit 
of eloquence; asthe judicious Quintilian thought it deferv- 

“ing hispains, to lay down very precife rules upon the article 
of his orator's garments. Vid. Init, Orat. 1. 11. 5. 
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F your father had left feveral creditors, or in- 
deed a fingle one except myfelf, you might 
juftly, perhaps, fcruple* to enter upon his eftate, 
which, with fuch encumberances, might prove a 
burthen too heavy even for one of our fex to un- 
dertake. But fince, out of regard to the affinity 
that fubfifted between us, I was contented to 
remain the only perfon unfatisfied who had any 
demand upon the eftate, while other creditors, I 
will not fay more troublefome, but certainly more 
cautious, were paid off: and as I contributed, you 
may remeinber, 100,000 * fefterces towards your 
marriage portion, over and above the fum your 
father charged upon this eftate for your fortune, 
which may be efteemed my gift too, as it was to 
be paid out of a fund which was before appropria- 
ted to me—When you confider, I fay, thefe in- 
{tances of my friendfhip, you can want no affu- 
rance of my favorable difpofition towards you. 
In confidence of which, you fhould not fcruple to 
enter upon this inheritance, and by thatmeans pro- 
te& the memory of your father from the reproach 
of 
* By the antient Roman law; the heir, if he entered upon 
the eftate, was liable to the debts of the teftator or anceftor, 


even tho’ the eftate was not fufficient to pay them. 
? About 8001, of our money. 
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of his dying infolvent. But that I may give youa 
more fubftantialencouragement to do fo, than mere 
words, I entirely acquit you of the debt which he 
owed me. Do not ícruple to receive this prefent 
at my hands, upon the fuppofition that I can ill 
{pare fo large a fum. It is true, my fortune is but 
moderate: the expences which my ftation in the 
world requires are confiderable ; while the yearly 
income of my eftate, from the nature and circum- 
ftances of it, is as uncertain as it is fmall; yet 
what I want in wealth, 1 make up by ceconomy, 
the fureft fource that fupplies my bounty. I 
muft be cautious, no doubt, not to exhauft it by 
too much profufion; but it is a caution which I 
fhall obferve towards others: with refpect to 
yourfelf, reafon, I am fure, will juftify my libe- 
rality, tho’ it fhould exceed my ufual bounds. 
Farewel. 


LETTER V. To LvrzRcus.. 


Y Send you at laft the piece you have fo often 

defired, and which I have as frequently pro- 
mifed : but it is part of it only ; the remainder I 
am ftill polifhing. In the mean while, I thought 
there would be no impropriety in laying before 
you fuch parts as were moft correct. 1 beg you 
would read it with the fame clofe attention that I 

| | wrote 
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wrote it; for I never was engaged in any work 
that required fo much. In my other fpeeches, my 
diligence and integrity only were concerned ; in 
this, I had to manifeft my patriotifm. But while 
I dwelt with pleafure upon the honor of my native 
country, and endeavored not only to fupport its 
rights, but heighten its glory ; my oration fwelled 
infenfibly. However I beg you would abridge 
it, even in thofe favorite topics, wherever you 
find reafon to do fo ; for when I confider the great 
delicacy of my readers, I am fenfible the fureft re- 
commendation I can have to their favor, is by the 
fhortnefs ofthe trouble I give them. But at the 
fame time that I abandon my performance to your 
utmoft feverity in this inftance, I muft afk quar- 
ter for it in fome others. Some confideration 
ought to be had to the tafte of young people, efpe- 
cially where the fubje&t admits of it. In view to- 
this, I have given myfelf a latitude in the defcrip- 
tions of places, which occur frequently in this per- 
formance; and have taken the liberty to treat them 
not only hiftorically, but poetically. If any auftere 
critic fhould take offence at this, and think it too 
florid for the gravity of this fort of compofitions; 
the other parts of the oration will, Itruft, fatisfy his 
feverity, and obtain indulgence for thefe gayercolor- 
ings. J have, indeed, endeavored to gain my readers 
by adapting my ftile to their different turns. And 
E tho’ 
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tho’ I am afraid there are fome paffages that will 
difpleafe particular perfons, as not falling in with 
their peculiar tafte ; yet, upon the whole, its variety, 
J imagine, will recommend it in general: as at an 
elegant entertainment, tho’ we donot, perhaps, tafte 
of every difh, yet we admire the general difpofition 
af the whole ; and if we happentomeet with fome- 
thing not to our palate, we are not the lefs pleafed 
however with what zs. 1 am not fo vain as to pre- 
tend Ihave actually furnifhed out fuch an entertain- 
ment ; I would be only underítood to mean that I 
‘have attempted to do fo. And poffibly my at- 
tempt may not provealtogether fruitlefs, ifyou will 
exercife your fkill upon what I now fendyou, and 
fhall hereafter fend. You will tell me, I know, 
that you can form no certain judgment till you fee 
the whole. There is fome truth in this, I confefs : 
however, for the prefent you may acquaint your 
felf with this detached part, wherein you will find 
fome things, perhaps, that will bear a feparate 
examination. If you were to be fhewn the head, 
or any other part of a ftatue, tho’ you could not 
determine what proportion it bore to the entire 
figure, yetyou would be able tojudge of theelegan- 
cy of that particular member. From what other 
principle is it that fpecimens of books are handed 
about, but that it is fuppofed the beauties of par- 
ticular parts may be feen, without taking a view of 

the 
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the whole ?—The pleafure I receive in converfing 
with you has carried me, I perceive, a creater 
length than I intended. But I ftop here; for it is 
not reafonable that I, who am for fetting bounds 
. even to a fpeech, fhould fet none to a letter. 
Farewel, 


l 


LETTER FIL To Avirus. 


WT would be a long ftory, and of no great 
I importance, were I to tell you by what acci- 
dent I (who am not very fond of fuch parties) 
fupped lately with a perfon, who in hisown opinion 
treated us with much fplendor and ceconomy ; but 
according to mine, in a fordid, yet expenfive man- 
ner. Some very elegant difhes were fervedupto him- 
felf and a few more of the company ; while thofe 
which were placed before the reft were extremely 
mean. There were in fmall quantities, three different 
forts of wine; but you are not to fuppofe it was, 
that the guefts might take their choice : on the con- 
trary, that they might not choofe at all. The beft 
was for himfelf and his friends of the firft rank i 
the next for thofe of a lower order, (for, you muft 
know, he meatfures out his friendfhip according to 
the degrees of quality) and the. third for his 
own and his gueíts freed-men. One who fat 
pear me took notice of this, and afked me how 1 


ap- 


=> 
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approved of it? Not at all, I told him. Pray 
then, faid he, what is your method on fuch 
occafions ? Mine, I returned, is, to give all my 
company an equal reception ; for when I make an 
invitation, it isin order to entertain, not diftin- 
guifo, my company : I fet every man upon a level 
with myfelf when I admit him to my table, not 
excepting even my freed-men, whom I look upon 
at thofe times to be my guefts, as much as any of 
the others. At this he exprefled fome furprize, 
and afked me, if I did not find it a very ex- 
penfive method ? I affured him, not at all; and 
that the whole fecret lay, in being contented to 
drink no better wine myfelf than I gave to them, 
And certainly ifa man is wife enough to moderate 
his own luxury, he will not find it fo very charge- 
able a thing to entertain all his vifitors in general, 
as he does himfelf. Reftrain the delicacy of your 
own palate within proper bounds, if you would be 
an ceconomift in good earneft. You will find tem- 
perance a much better method of faving expences, 
than fuch reproachful diftinctions. It were pity 
a young manof your excellent difpofition fhould be 
impofed upon by the immoderate luxury which 
prevails at fome tables, under the notion of fru- 
eality. And whenever any folly of this nature falls 
within my obfervation, I fhall, in confequence of 
that affection I bear you, point it out to you as an - 
ex- 
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example which you ought to fhun. Remember 
therefore, nothing is more to be avoided than this 
modern conjunction of luxury and fordidnefs; 
qualities extremely odious when exifting in diftin& 
characters, but much more fo where they meet 
together in the fame perfon. Farewel, 


LETTER VII. To MacRINvus. 


HE fenate decreed yefterday, at the re- 
commendation of the emperor, a trium- 

phal ftatue to Veftricius Spurinna: not as to many 
others who never faw a field of battle, or heard the 
- found of a trumpet, unlefs at a fhew ; but as toone 
who by his martial virtues has juftly merited that 
honor. Spurinna by the power of his arms re- 
ftored the king of the * Bructeri to histhrone; and 
this by a victory of all others the moft noble ; 
for he ftruck fuch a terror into that warlike. 
people, that they fubmitted at the very firft 
view of his troops. But at the fame time that 
the fenate rewarded him as a hero, they confider- 
ed him asa father; and as a confolation to him 
for the lofs of his fon Cottius, who died during 
his abfence upon that expedition, they voted like- 
wife a ftatue to that excellent youth. A very un- 
ufual 


* A people of Germany, fuppofed to have inhabited the 
- country about Rees and Emerick, in the dutchy of Cleves. 
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ufual honor for one of his early years; but the 
fervices of the father well deferved it ; and fo fevere 
a wound required an extraordinary application. 
Indeed Cottius himfelf gave fo remarkable a fpe- 
cimen of the nobleft qualities, that it is but rea- 
fonable his life, which had fo fhort a period, fhould 
be extended, as it were, by this kind of immorta- 
lity. The purity of his manners, and the gravity 
of his behavior created him fuch refpect, that he 
well deferves to equal thofe venerable perfonsin ho- 
nor, whom he rivaled in virtue: an honor, if I 
miftake not, confered not only in memory of the 
deceafed youth, and in confolation to the furviving 
father, but for the fake of public example. The — 
young men of this age will be hence encourag- 
ed to cultivate every worthy principle, when they 
fee fuch diftinguifhing rewards beftowed upon 
one of their own years: at the fame time that 
men of quality will rejoice in having a nume- 
rous iffue, while they may expect the fatisfaction 
of leaving a worthy race behind, if their children 
furvive them; or fo glorious a confolation, if 
they furvive their children. For the fake of 
the public therefore I am glad that a ftatue is 
decreed to Cottius: and fo indeed I am upon 
my own; for I loved this accomplifhed youth 
as ardently, as I now tenderly regret him. It will 
be a great fatisfaction to me to fee this figure every 
| now 
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now and then as I país by, and to ftop fome- 
times to contemplate it. If there is a pleafure in 
looking upon the pictures of departed friends in 
our own houfe, how much more thofe public re- 
prefentations of them, which are not only memo- 
rials of their air and countenance, but of their 
glory and honor? Farewel. 


LETTER VIIL To CauiNivs. 


OW is my friend employ’d? Is it in the 

pleafures of ftudy, or in thofe of the field? 
Or does he unite * both together, as he well may, > 
on the banks of our favorite > Larius? The fifh 
.. in that noble lake will fupply you with fport of 
that kind; as the woods that furround it will 
_ afford you game; while the folemnity of that 
fequeftered fcene will at the fame time difpofe 
your mind to contemplation. Whether you are 
entertained with all, or any of thefe agreeable 
amufements, far be it that I fhould fay Ienvy 
you; but I muft confefs, I greatly regret that I 
cannot partake of them too; a happinefs I as ear- 
neftly long for, as a man in a fever does for drink 
to allay his thirít, or baths and fountains to 
Vor. I. F affuage 


a B. 1. Let. 6. in not. 

» Now called Lago di Como, in the Milaneze Comum, 
the place where Pliny was born, and near to which Caninius 
had a country houíe, was fituated upon the border of this lake. 


82 The LETTERS Book It. 


affuage his heat. Shall J never break loofe (if I 
may not difentangle myfelf) from thefe ties that 
thus clofely with-hold me? I doubt indeed, ne- 
ver; for new affairs are daily increafing, while 
yet the former remain unfinifh'd : fuch an endlefs 


train of bufinefs rifes upon me, and rivets my - 
chains ftill fafter! Farewel. 


LETTER IX. To AroLLINARIS. 


T AM extremely anxious for the fuccefs of 
the petition, which Euritius has preferred to 
_ the fenate; and I feel for my friend, what I never 
felt for myfelf. My credit and character are, in-. 
deed, in fome meafure at ftake. I obtained for 
him of Czefar the honor of wearing the * Laziclave, 
- and the office of Queftor; as it was by my in- 
tereft that he was indulged with the privilege of 
petitioning for the Tribunate ; which if the fenate 
fhould refufe him, I am afaaid it will be thought 
I impofed upon the emperor. I muft therefore in 
fupport of my own character, endeavor, that the 
judgment of the public may confirm the opinion 
which Caefar has conceived of him, by my re- 
| prefen- 
s The Laticlave was fome honorable diftin&ion peculiar, in 
the times of the republic, to the fenators; but whether a par- 
ficular fort of garment, or only an ornament upon it, the 
critics are not agreed. Tho’ the more general opinion is, that 


it was a broad ftripe of purple, fewed upon the fore partof their 
tunic, and ran round the middle of the brezft, 
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| prefentation. But if I were not obliged for thefe 
teafons to intereft myfelf in the fuccefs of Euri- 
tius; yet his probity, good fenfe, and learning 
would incline me to affift him with my utmoft 
power; as indeed, he and his whole family are 
deferving of the higheft applaufe. His father, 
. "Euritius Clarus, is a man of ftri honor and an- 
tient fimplicity of manners; an able, eloquent 
and experienced advocate, and defends every caufe 
he undertakes, with a courage and integrity equal 
to his great modefty. Septitius, his uncle, is 
ne of the moft plain, open, fincere and candid 
men Lever knew. There is a friendly contention 
amongft them who fhall fhew me moft affection ; 
which I am perfuaded they all give me in an 
equal degree; I have now an opportunity of 
obliging the whole family, in the fingle perfon of 
Euritius; for which purpofe; I warmly folicitallmy 
friends; go about to every place of public refort, 
and, in a word, exert my. whole power and cre- 
dit to ferve him. I muft beg of you likewife to 
‘take fome fhare of this trouble with me :Iwill 
return you the fame good office whenever you 
"fhall require it, and even without your requeft. 
‘As you have many friends, admirers, and depen- 
dents, it is but fhewing yourfelf a well-wifher 
to Euritius in this affair, and numbers will be 
“ready to fecond your inclinations. Farewel. 


F 2 LE f- 
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LETTER X.* To Octavivs. 


OU are certainly a moft obftinate, I had al- 

moft faid, a moft cruel man, thus to with- 

hold from the world fuch excellent /compofitions! 
How long do you intend to deny your friends the 
pleafure of your verfes, and yourfelf the glory of . 
them? Suffer them, I entreat you, to come 
abroad, and to be admired; as admired they un- 
doubtedly will .be where ever the Roman lan- 
guage is underftood. The public, believe me, 
has long and earneftly expected them, and you 
ought not to difappoint or delay it any longer. 
Some few poems of yours have already, contrary 
to your inclinations indeed, broke their pris 
fon and efcaped to light: thefe if you do not 
collect together, fome perfon or other will claim 
the agreeable wanderers as their own. Re- 
member, my friend, the mortality of human 
nature, and that there is nothing fo likely to 
preferve your name, as a monument of this kind; 
al others are as frail and perifhable asthe men - 
whofe memory they pretend to perpetuate. You 
will fay, I fuppofe, as ufual, let my friends fee 
to that. May you find many whofe care, fide- 
lity and learning render them able and willing to 
undertake fo confiderable a charge! But furely it 
is not altogether prudent to expect from others, 
_ what 
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what a man will not do for himfelf. However, 
as to publifhing of them, I will prefs you no far- 
ther; be that when you fhall think proper. But 
let me, at leaft, prevail with you to recite them, 
that you may be more difpofed to fend them a- 
broad; and may receive: the fatisfaction of that 
applaufe, which I will venture, upon very juft 
grounds, to affure- you of before hand. I pleafe 
myfelf with imagining the crowd, the admiration, 
the applaufe, and even the filence that will attend 
you: for the filence of an audience, when it pro- 
ceeds from an earneft defire of hearing, is as 
agreeable to me as the loudeft approbation. Do 
not then, by this unreafonable referve, defraud 
your labors any longer of a fruit fo certain and 
fo defirable : if you fhouid, the world, I fear, will 
be apt to charge you with careleffnefs and in- 
dolence, or, perhaps, with timidity, Farewel. 


LETZTER XI. To AnRrIANUSs. 


OU take pleafure, I know, in hearing of 
Y any thing that is tranfacted in the fenate, 
worthy of i. auguft affembly : for tho' love of 
eafe has called you into retirement, your heart ftill 
retains its zeal tor the honor of the public, Ac- 
cept then the followingaccount of what lately pafied 
in that venerable body: a tranfaétion for ever me-- 

Fg morable 
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morable by its importance, and not only remark- 
able by the quality of the perfon concerned, but 
ufeful by the feverity of the example, Marius 
Prifcus, formerly Proconful of Africa, being i im- 
peached by that province, inftead of entering up- 
on his defence, petitioned that a commiffion of fe- 
le& judges might be appointed for his tryal. Cor- 
nelius Tacitus and myfelf, being affigned by the 
fenate council for that province, thought it our . 
duty to inform the houfe, that the crimes al- 
ledged againft Prifcus, were of too atrocious a 
nature to fall within the cognizance of an inferior 
court : for he was charged with venality in the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, and even felling the lives 
of the innocent. Fronto Catius ftood up in his fa- 
vor, and moved that the whole enquiry might be 
confined to the fingle article of bribery ; difplay- 
ing upon this occafion all the force of that pa- 
thetic eloquence he is mafter of, in order to raife 
the compaffion of the fenate. The debates grew 
warm, and the members were much divided in 
their fentiments. Some were of opinion, that it 
was a matter which did not legally come under the 
enquiry of the fenate: others, that the houfe was 
at liberty to proceed upon it, or not, as it faw 
proper ; and that the method of bringing him to 
puni ifhment ought to be as ext ordidary as his 
crimes. 
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crimes. At laft Julius Ferox, the conful elect, 
a manof great worth and integrity, propofed that 
judges fhould be granted him provifionally, and in 
the mean while, that thofe perfons fhould be pro- 
ceeded againft, to whom it was alledged he had fold 
innocent blood. Not only the majority of the fe- 
nate gave into this opinion; but, after all the 
contention that had been raifed, it was unanimoufly 
received. From whence I could not but obferve, 
that fentiments of compaflion, tho' they at firft 
operate with great violence, fubfide at length, and 
give way to the cool dictates of reafon and judg- 
ment : thus it happens, that numbers will defend 
by joining in the general cry, what they would ne- 
ver calmly propofe by themfelves. "The truth is, 
theréis no difcerning an obje& ina crowd, one muft 
take it afide, if one would view it in its true light. 
Vitellius Honoratus, and Flavius Martianus, the 
perfons who were ordered to be fummoned, were 
brought before the houfe.. Honoratus was charged 
with having given three hundred thoufand * fefter- 
cesta procure a fentence of banifhment againft a 
Roman knight, as alfo the capital conviction of feven 
of his friends. Againft Martianus it was alledged, 
that he gave feven hundred thoufand *, that another 

" F4 Roman 


* About 2400]. of our money. 
* About 562cl of our money, 
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Roman knight might be condemned to fuffer vari- 
ous tortures; which was accordingly executed, and 
the unhappy man was firft whiped, afterwards fent 
to work in the mines, and at laft ftrangled in pri- 


fon. But thedeath of Honoratus, prevented the ju- 


ftice of the fenate upon him. Martianus however 
appeared, but without Prifcus. Tullius Cerealis, 
therefore, who had been formerly conful, thought 
proper to move that Prifcus, agreeably to his pri- 
vilege as a fenator, might have notice of what they 
were going upon: whether it was becaufe he 
thought his being prefent would raife more com- 
paffion, or more refentment towards him ;. or be- 
caufe, asIaminclinedtobelieve, hethoughtit moft 
equitable, as the charge was againft them both, fo 
they fhould both join in the defence, and beacquit- 
ted or condemned together. The affair was ad- 
journed to the next meeting of the fenate, which 
was the moft auguft and folemn I was ever prefent 
at. The emperor himfelf (for he was conful) prefi- 
ded. It happened likewife to be the month of Ja- 
nuary *, a feafon remarkable upon many accounts, 
and particularly for the great number of fenators 
it always brings together: moreover the impor- 
tance of the caufe, the noife it had made in the 
world, the expectation that had been raifed by the 

feveral 


* Ín this month the feveral magiftrates entered upon their 
refpedlive offices. 


Book IL ^ of PLINY. $9 


feveral adjournments, together with that innate 
difpofition in mankind to acquaint themfelves 
with every thing great and uncommon, drew the 
people together from all parts. Image to yourfelf 
the concern and anxiety we, who were to fpeak be- 
fore fuch an awful affembly, and in the prefence 
of the prince, muft feel. T have often pleaded in 
the fenate; as indeed there js no place where 
Iam more favorably heard ; yet, as if the fcene 
had been entirely new to me, I found myfelf 
under an unufual fear upon this occafion. Be- 
fides, there was fomething in the circumftances 
of the perfon accufed, which added confiderably 
to the difficulties I labored under: a man, once 
of confular dignity, and a member of the facred 
college, now ftood before me ftripped of all his 
honors. It was a painful office, I thought, to ac- 
cufe one who appeared already condemned ; and 
for whom therefore, tho' his crimes were enor- 
mous, compaffion took its turn, and feemed to 
plead in his behalf. However, I collected my 
felf enough to begin my fpeech ; and the applaufe 
I received, was equal to the fears I had fuffered. 
I fpoke almoft five hours fucceffively, (for they ia- 
dulged me above an hour beyond the time at firft 
allotted to me) and what at my firft fetting out 
had moft contributed to raife. my apprehenfions, 
proved in the event greatly to my advantage. The 
goodnefs, 
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goodnefs, the care of the emperor (I dare not fay 
his anxiety) were fo great towards me, that he free 
quently fpoke to one of my attendants, who ftood 
behind me, to defire me to fpare myfelf; ima- 
gining I fhould exert my ftrength beyond what 
the weaknefs of my conftitution would admit, 
Claudius Marcellinus replied i in behalfof Martianus. 
After which the affembly broke up till the next 
day ; for the * evening coming on, there Was not 
time to proceed ea The next day, Salvius 
Liberalis, a very clear, artful, fpirited and eloquent 
orator, fpoke in defence of Prifcus : and he exert- 
ed all his talents upon this occafion. — C. Tacitus 
replied to him with great eloquence, and a certain 
dignity which diftinguifhesall his fpeeches. Fronto 
Catius arofe up a fecond time for Prifcus, and in a 
very fine fpeech, endeavored, as indeed the cafe 
required, rather to foften the judges, than defend 
his client. The evening coming on, the fenate 
proceeded no farther that day, but met the next, 
and entered upon the proofs. It was fomething 
very noble, and worthy of antient Rome, to fee the 
fenate, adjourned only by the night, thus affemble 
3 vif for 
* It was not lawful, fays one of the commentators, for 
the fenate to fit before fun-rife, nor after fun-fet, and quotes 
Gellius in fupport of this opinion. But either this cuftom was 
not received in Pliny’s time, or Gellius muft be underftood to 
mean what Mr. Kennet exprefly fays, that no decree of the 
fenate could pa/s after fun-fet. For that the houfe actually fat 


after that time, appears from B. 4. Let. 9. — Dixit iz nodtem, 
aique etiam nocle, atis lucernis. I 
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for three days together. The excellent Cornutus 
Tertullus, conful elec, ever firm in the caufe 
of truth, moved that Marius fhould pay into 
the treafury the f 700,000 fefterces he had re- 
ceived, and be banifhed Italy. He was for ex- 
tending the fentence ftill farther againft Martianus, : 
and banifhing him even Africa. He concluded 
with faying, that Tacitus and I having faithfully 
and diligently difcharged the parts affigned to 
us, the fenate declared, we had executed our 
truft to. their fatisfaction. The confuls ele&, and 
thofe who had already enjoyed that office, agreed 
with. Tertullus, except Pompeius: he propofed 
that Prifcus fhould pay .the feven hundred thou- 
fand fefterces into the treafury, but to fuffer no 
other punifhment that, what had been already ini 
fli&ted upon him for 5 extortion : as for Martianus, 
he was for having him banifhed for five years only. 
There was. a large party for both opinions, and 
perhaps the majority fecretly inclined to the 
milder, fentence ; for many of thofe who appeared 
at firít to agree with Tertullus, feemed afterwards 
tojoin with Pompeius. But upon a divifion of 
the houfe, all thofe who ftood near the confuls, 
went over to the fide of Tertullus. Pompeius's 
| party 

f Honoratus being dead, that part of the charge againft 
Marius which related to his taking three hundred thoufand 


fefterces of him, could not, it feems, be proved. 
'& A forfeiture of four times the fum received. 
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party obferving this, deferted him, and went over 

too; fo that he was extremely exafperated againft 

thofe who had urged him to this vote, particular- 

ly againft Regulus, whom he upbraided for aban- 

doning of him ina ftep, which he himfelf had 

advifed. There is, indeed, fuch an inconfiftency 

in the general character of Regulus, that he is at 

once both bold and timorous. Thus ended this 

important tryal ; but there remains a confiderable 

part of the bufinefs ftill behind. It is concerning 
Hoftilius Firminus, lieutenant to Marius Prifcus, 
who is ftrongly charged with being an accomplice 
with him : for it appears by the accounts of Mar- 
tianus, and by a fpeech which he made in an af- 
fembly of the people at Leptis *, that he had exaét- 
ed fifty thoufand * denarii of Martianus ; that he 
was otherwife acceffary to the wicked adminiftra- 
tion of Prifcus; and that he received ten thoufand * 
fefterces under the title of his perfumer ; an office 
perfe&ly adapted to one of his effeminate deli- 
cacy. It was agreed, at the motion of Tertullus, 

to proceed againft him, at the next meeting of the 

fenate; for, either by accident or defign, he was at 

this 

"Tn Africa. 


‘About 14:8 1. of our money. The Denarius was the 
chief filver coin among the Romans. Mr. Greaves (who, as 


Dr. Arbuthnot obferves, may be juftly reckoned a claflical au- 
thor upon this fubject) has eL it at feven pence three far- 
things. (Tab. Coins, 1.] But to avoid fractions, it is here con- 
fdered as only equivalent to feven pence Englifh. 

* About 8c1. of our inoney. 
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this time abfent—Thus have I given you an ac- 
count of what is doing in town. Let me know in 
return, the news of thecountry ; how your groves 
and your vineyards, your corn and your fine flocks 
of fheep florifh? In a word, if you do not fend 
me a long letter, you muft expect to be punifhed 

in your own way, and to receive from me for 
. the future, none but fhort ones. Farewel. 


LETTER XI. To tbe fame, 


4 Bes remaining part of the enquiry, which 


I mention to you in my former letter, 
concerning the affair of Prifcus, is at laft, I will | 
not fay completed as it ought, however it is finifh- 
ed. Firminus being brought before the fenate, 
made fuch a fort of defence as a man generally 
does who is confcious of detected guilt. The con- 
fuls ele& were much divided what judgment to 
give. Cornutus Tertullus moved he fhould be 
expelled the fenate: but Nerva, with wonderous 
acutenefs! propofed, that he fhould be only 
declared for ever incapable of holding the office 
of Proconful: and this, as it had the appearance of 
a milder fentence, prevailed ; tho' in truth it is 
of all others the moft fevere. — For can any fitua- 
tion be more wretched, than to be obliged to un- 

dergo 
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dergo the fatigue of a member of the fenate; at 
the fame time that one is cut off from all hopes 
of enjoying thofe honors, to which a fenator is 
entitled? And after having received fuch anignomi- 
ny, were it not better to be for ever buried in re- 
tirement, than to be marked out by fo confpi- 
cuous a ftation; to the view and fcorn of the world? 
Befides, to confider this with refpect to the publics 
what can be more unbecoming the majefty of the 
fenate, than to fuffer a perfon to retain a feat in 
that auguft affembly, after having been publicly 
cenfured by it? What can be more indecent than 
for the criminal to be ranked with hisjudges? 
for a man excluded the Proconfulfhip, becaufe he 
behaved infamoufly as a * lieutenant, to fit in 
judgment upon Proconfuls? for one proved guilty 
of extortion, to condemn or acquit others of the 
like crimes ? Yet thefe reflections; it feems, made 
no impreffion upon the majority. Votes go by 
number, not weight; nor can it be otherwife 
in affemblies of this kind, where nothing is more 
unequal than that equality which prevailsin them; 
for tho’ every member has the fame right of fuf- 
frage, every member has not the fame ftrength of 


judgment 


« The lieutenant accompanied the Proconful or governor; 
for the judging of inferior caufes, and management of all 


Ímaller concerns, every thing of moment being referred to the 
immediate care of the governor: 
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judgment to dire& it. I have thus difcharged the 
promife I gave you in my laft letter, which by 
this time T imagine, (unlefs any accident has be-. 
fallen the meffenger) has reached your hands ; for 
“J trufted the conveyance of it to one; of whofe 
diligence and fidelity I am well affured. » I hope 
you will now, on your part, make me as full a 
return for this and my former, as the fcene you 
are in will permit. /Farewel. | 


LETTER XIII. To Priscus. 


/A.S 1 know you gladly embrace every -op- 
A portunity of obliging me, fo there'is’no 
man to whom I had rather lay myfelf under 
an obligation. I apply to you, therefore, pre- 
"ferably to any. body elfe, for a favor which I ám 
‘extremely defirous of obtaining. You who are 
at the head of a very confiderable army have 
many opportunities of exercifing your generofity ; 
"and the length of time you have enjoyed that poft, 
muft have enabled you to provide for all your 
own friends. I hope you will now turn your eyes 
upon fóme of mine: they are but a few indeed, -- 
—. for whom I fhall folicit you ; tho’ your generous 
. difpofition, I know, would be better pleafed 
if the number were greater. But it would ill 
become me to trouble you with recommending 


more — 
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more than one or two: at prefent I will only 
mention Voconius Romanus. His father was of 
great diftinétion among the Roman knights; and 
his father-in-law, or, as I might more properly call 
him, his fecond father, (for his affectionate treat- 
ment of Voconius entitleshim to that appellation,) . 
was {till more confpicuous. His mother was one 
of the moft confiderable ladies of Upper Spain : 
you know what character the people of that pro- 
vince bear, and how remarkable they are for the 
ftrictnefs of their manners. As for himfelf, he has 
been lately admitted into the facred order of Prieft- 
hood. Our friendfhip began with our ftudies, and 
we were early united in the clofeft intimacy. We 
lived together under the fame roof, in town 
and country ; as he fhared with me my moft 
ferious and my gayeft hours: and where, indeed, 
could I have found a more faithful friend, or 
more agreeable companion? In his converfation, 
and even in his very voice and countenance, 
there is the moft amiable fweetnefs; as at the 
bar he difcovers an elevated genius, an eafy and 
harmonious elocution, a clear and penetrating ap- 
prehenfion. He has fo happy a turn for? epifto- 

| lary 


aItappears from this, and fome other paffages in thefe 
letters, that the art of epiftolary writing was efteemed by the 
Romans, in the number of liberal and polite accomplifhments ; 
and 
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lary- writing; that were you to read his letters, you 
would imagine they had been dictated by tlte 
Mufes themfelves. I love him with a more than 
common affection, and I know he returns it with 
equal 
and we find Cicero mentioning with great pleafure, in fome 
of his letters to Atticus, the elegant fpecimen he had received 
from his fon, of his genius in this way. [ad Att.l. xv. 16; 17.] 
It feems indeed to have formed part of their education ; as 
in the opinion of Mr. Locke it well deferves to have a fhare in 
ours. ** The writing of letters, (as that judicious author ob- 
** ferves) enters fo much into all the occafions of life, that. 
** no gentleman can avoid fhewing himfelf in compofitions of 
** this kind... Occurrences will daily force him to make this 
** ufe of his pen, which lays open his breeding, his fenfe, 
** and his abilities, to a feverer examination than any oral dif- 
* courfe.” [Treat. on Educ. 86.] Pliny was of the fame 
opinion ; for in a fubfequent ] letter, wherein he lays down a 
method of ftudy to one who defired his fentiments upon that 
head, he particularly recommends to him performances of this 
kind. ltisto be wondered we have fo few writers in our 
own language, who deferve to be pointed out as models upon 
| fuch an occafion. After having named Sir William Temple, 
it would be difficult, perhaps, to add a fecond. The elegant 
writer of Mr. Cowley's life, mentions him as excelling in 
this uncommon talent; but as that author declares himfelf of 
Opinion, ‘ that letters which país between familiar friends, 
_ €* if they are written as they fhould be, can fcarce ever be 
. ** fit to fee the light," the world is unluckily deprived of 
. what, no doubt, would have been well worth its infpection. 
A late diftinguifhed genius treats the very attempt as ridiculous, 
and profeffes himfelf ** à mortal enemy to what they call a 
** fine letter.” His averfion however was not fo ftrong buthe - 
knew how to conquer it when he thought proper, and the 
letter which clofes his correfpondence with Bifhop Atterbury, 
is, perhaps, the moit genteel and manly addrefs that ever 
Was pen'd to a friend in di(grace. The truth is, a fine let- 
ter does not confift in faying fine things, but expreffng or- 
dinary Ones in an uncommon manner. [It is the proprié com- 
munia dicere, the art of giving grace and elegance to fami-, 
liar Occurrences, that conftitutes the merit of this kind of 

Vor. I. G writing. 

+ B. 9: két. 9. 
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equal ardor. Even in the earlier part of our 
lives, I warmly embraced every opportunity of. 
doing him all the good offices which then lay in 
my power; asI have lately obtained for him of 
the * emperor, the * privilege granted to thofe who 
have three children: a favor which tho’ Caefar 
very rarely beftows, and always with great cau- 
tion, yet he conferred, at my requeft, in fucha 
manner, as to give it the air and grace of being his 
own choice. The beft way of fhewing that I think 
he deferves the obligations he has already received 
from me, is, by adding moreto them, efpecially 
as he always accepts my good offices with fo mueh 
gratitude as to merit farther. Thus I have given 
you a faithful account of Romanus, and informed 
you how thoroughly I have experienced his worth, 
and how much I love him. Let me intreat you 
to 
writing. Mr. Gay’s letter pou * the two DM who 
- were ftruck dead with the fame flafh of lightning, is, a 
matter-piece of the for: ; and the fpecimen he has there given 
of his talents for this fpecies of compofition, makes it much 
to be regretted we have not more from the fame hand: we 
might then have equalled, if not excelled, our neighbors the 
French in this, as we have in every other branch of polite lite- 
rature, and have found a name among our own countrymen to 


mention with the eafy Voiture. 

> Trajan.. SR Ti 

© By a law pafled A. U. 762. it was enacted, that what- 
ever citizen of Rome had three children, fhould be excufed 
from all troublefome offices where he lived. This privilege the 
emperors fometimes extended to thofe who were not legally 
entitled to it. See Book 7. Let. 16. in not, & Book te, 


Let. 95. in not. 
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to honor him with your patronage in a way fuit- 
able to the generofity of your heart, and the 
eminence of your ftation. But above all, admit 
him into a hare of your affe&ion ; for tho? you 
‘were to confer upon him the utmoft you have in 
.your power to beftow, you can give him nothing 
fo valuable as your friendfhip. That you may 
fee he is worthy of it, even to the highelt degree 
of intimacy, I have fent you this fhort fketch of 
‘his character. I fhould continue my interceffions 
in his behalf, but that I am fure you do not love 
to be preffed, and I have already repeated them 
in every line of this letter: for to fhew a juft 
téeafon for what one aíks, is to interceed in the 
ftrongeft manner. Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. To Maximus. 


OU. gueffed right: I am a good deal 

weary of pleading before the Centumviri. 
The bufinefs one is engaged in there, has more of 
fatigue than pleafure. The caufes are generally of 
fmall moment, and it is very feldom that any thing 
confiderable, either from the importance of the 
gueftion, or the rank of the perfons concerned; 
. comes before them. There is this farther difagree- 
able circumftance attending it, that there are very 
few lawyers who frequent this court, with whom I 
. Gan take any fort of fatisfaction in being engaged. 
G 2 The 


ico " TR LETTERS Book It 


The greater part is compofed of a parcel of impu- 
dent, obfcure young men, who come hither raw and 
unpractifed from the íchools, with fo much irre- 
verence and impropriety, that my friend Attilius 
with great juftnefs obferved, ** our youth fet out at 
** the bar with Centumviral caufes, as they do at 
* fchool with Homer,” intimating, that in both 
places they begin where they fhould end. But in 
former times (toufe an old man’s phrafe) it was not 
cuftomary for the youth, even of the beft families, 
to appear in this court, unlefs introduced by fome 
perfon of Confular dignity : fo much refpect did 
our anceftors. bear to this noble profeffion. But 
now, fince every fence of modefty and reverence is 
broken down, and all diftinctions levelled and con- 
founded, the youth of our days are fo far from 
waiting to be introduced, that they rudely rufh in 
-uninvited. The audience that follow them are fit 
attendantsfor fuch orators; a low rout of hired mer- 
cenaries, affembling themfelves in the middle of 
the court, where the dole is dealt round to them as 
openly, as if they were in a dining-room: andatthis 
noble price they run from court to court! The 
Greeks have a name in their language for this fort 
of people, importing that they are applauders by 
profeffion ; and we ftigmatize them with the op- © 
probrious title of table flatterers : yet the meannefs 
alluded to in both languages increafes every day. 

It 
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It was but yefterday two of my fervants, mere 
ftriplings, were hired for this goodly office at the 
price of three ? denarii: fuch is the eafy purchafe 
of Eloquence! Upon thefe honorable terms, we 
fill our benches and gather a circle; and thus it is 
thofe unmerciful fhouts are raifed, when a man 
. who ftands in the middle of the ring gives the 
word. For you muft know, thefe honeft fellows, 
who underftand nothing of what is faid, or if they 
did, could not hear it, would be ata lofs, with- 
out a fignal, how to time their applaufe: fer thofe 
that do not hear a fyllable are as clamorous as any 
of the reft. If at any time you fhould happen to 
país by while the court is fitting, and would know . 
the merit of any of our advocates, you have no 
occafion to give yourfelf the trouble of liften- 
ing to them: take it for a rule, he that has the 
loudeft commendations, deferves them the leaft. 
Largius Licinius was the firft who gave rife to 
this cuftom ; but then he went no farther than to 
folicit an audience. I remember to have heard 
my tutor Quinctilian fay, that Domitius Afer, as 
he was pleading before the Centumviri, with his 
ufual grave and folemn manner, heard on a fud- 
den a moít immoderate and unufual noife ; be- 
ing a good deal furprifed he left off: the cla- 

G 3 mor 


a About one fhilling and eleven pence farthing of our 
money. 
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mor ceafed, and he began again : he was interrupt- 
ed a fecond time, and a third. At laft he en- 
quired who it was that was {peaking ? He was told, 
Licinius. W4/as ! faid he, Eloquence is no more ! The 
truth is, it then only began to decline, when in 
Afer's opinion, it was entirely perifhed : whereas 
now it is almoft utterly loft and extind. Iam 
afhamed to fay with what an unmanly elocution 
the orators deliver themfelves, and with. what 
a Íqueaking applaufe they are received ; nothing’ 
feems wanting to compleat this fing-fong orato- 
ry, but the claps, or rather the mufic of the 
ftage. At prefent we choofe to exprefs our admi- 
ration by a kind of howling (for 1 can call it by 
no other term) which would bé indecent even in 
the theatre. Hitherto the intereft of my friends, 
and the confideration of my early time of life has 
retained me in this court : for it would be thought, 
I fear, rather to proceed from indolence thana 
juft audes d at thefe indecencies, were I yet 
to leave it: however I come there lefs frequent- 


ly than iN and am thus making a gradual 
retreat. Farewel, 


L E T- 
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LETTER XV. To VALERIANUS. 


OW goes on your old eftate at * Marfi ? 
. & and how do you approve of your new pur- 
chafe ? Has it as many beauties in your eye now, 
as before you bought it ? That would be extraor- 
dinary indeed ! for an objeét in pofleffion feldom 
retains the fame charms it had in purfuit. As for 
myfelf, the eftate left me by my mother ufes me 
but ill; however I value it for her fake, and am 
befides, grown a good deal infenfible by a long 
courfe of bad treatment. Thus, frequent com- 
plaints generally end at laft in being afhamed of 
complaining any more. 


LETTER XVI To ANNIANvs. 


(/ OU a& agreeably to your ufual kind con- 

A cern for my intereft, when you advife me 

to look upon the ? codicil of Acilianus (who has 

appointed me one of his co-heirs) as void, be- 
| G 4 caufe- 


* One of the antient divifions of Italy, comprehending part 
of what is now called the farther Abruzzo. 
+ A codicil, by the antient civil law, was a lefs folemn 
kind of will ; wherein it was not necefíary to obferve fo ftri&ily 
the ceremonies prefcribed by the law for a will. But no le- 
gacy given by a codicil was valid, unlefs confirmed by the 
will, which was efteemed its bafis. This however, by later 
emperors, was altered. Vid. Juft. Inf. T. 25.1. z. 
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caufe itis not confirmed by his will. That the law 
in this cafe efteems it invalid, I well know; and it 
is a point to which even thofe who are ignorant of 
every other are ufually no ftrangers. But I have 
a law of my own, which I fhall always religioufly 
obferve ; and that is, punctually to perform the 
will of the dead, tho’ it may want the effential 
forms. This codicil, beyond all manner of doubt, 
is of Acilianus's own hand-writing : therefore tho’ 
itis not. confirmed by’ his will, I fhall be guided 
by it as ftrictly as if it. were : efpecially as there is - 
ea of this miffake, If indeed there Was 
any hazard, that what I give to the legatees in the 
codicil would be feized as forfeited to the ufe of 
the public, I fhould perhaps act with more de- 
liberation : but as the forfeiture in this cafe is 
merely for the benefit of the heir, and he may 
difpofe of what accrues to him as fuch, in the 
manner he thinks proper ; nothing hinders, fince 
the law does not, my obferving that rule which I 
have laid down to myfelf. Farewel, 


LES- 
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LETTER XVI. To Garrvs. 


LI 


O U are furprized, it feems, that I am fo fond 

of my * Laurentinum, or (if you like the ap« 
pellation better) my Laurens : but you will ceafe to 
wonder, when I acquaint you with the beauty of 
the villa, the advantages of its fituation, and the 
-extenfive profpect of the fea-coaft. It is but feven- 
teen miles diftant from Rome; fo that having 
finifhed my affairs in town, I can pafs my evenings 


here 


a Pliny had no eftate round this feat, his whole poffeffions 
here being included (as he informsus in B. 4. Let. 6.) in this 
houfe and gardens. It was merely a winter villa, in which he 
ufed to fpend fome of the cold months, whenever his bufi- 
- nefs admitted of his abfence from Rome; and for this reafon 

it is, that we find warmth is fo much confidered in the difpofi- 
tion of the feveral apartments, &c. And indeed he feems 
to have a principal view to its advantages as a winter houfe 
throughout the whole defcription of it. See Caftel’s villas of 

the antients. 
Scamozzi, in his Architec?. univerf. 1. 3. 12. has given a 
planand elevation of this villa. Monf. Felibien has alfoannex- 
ed a plan to his tranflation of this letter ; as our own coun- 
tryman the ingenious Mr. Caftel has done in his vi//a: of the 
antients illufirated. But they differ extremely amongthemfelves 
as to the difpofition of the feveral parts of this building, and per- 
haps have rather puríued the idea of modern architecture, than 
that which is traced out in their original; at leaft, if the fuppo- 
fition advanced by one of the commentators upon this epiftle is 
true; who contends, that the villas of the antients were not one 
uniform pile of building contained under the fame roof, but 
that each apartment was a diítin&t and feparate member from 
thereft. The ruins of this villa are faid to have been difcover'd 
fometime about the year 1714, but whether any plan was ever 
taken of fo valuable a remain of antiquity, er the reality of it 
afcertained, the tranflator has not been able to learn, 
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here without breaking in upon the bufinefs of the 
day. There are two different roads to it; if you 
go by that of Laurentum, you muft turn off at 
the fourteenth mile-ftone ; if by Oftia, at the 
11th. Bothof them are in fomeparts faady, which 
makes it fomething heavy and tedious if-you tra- 
vel ina coach, but eafy and pleafant to thofe who 
ride. The Jandfkip on all fides is extremely di- 
verfi&ed, the profpe& in fome places being con- 
fined by woods, in others extending over large 
and beautiful meadows, where numberlefs flocks 
of theep and herds of cattle, which the feverity- 
of the winter has drove from the mountains, fat- 
ten in the vernal warmth of this rich patturage. 
My villa is large enough to afford convenien- 

cies, without being extenfive. The porch before ~ 
it is plain, but not mean, thro’ which you enter 
into a portico in the form of the letter D, which 
includes a fmall, but agreeable area. This affords 
a very commodious retreat in bad weather, not 
only as it is inclofed with windows, but par- 
ticularly as it is fheltered by an extraordinary 
projection « of the roof. From the middle of this 
portico you pafs into an inward court extremely 
pleafant, and from thence into a handfome hall 
which runs out towards the fea; fo that when 
there is a fouth-weft wind it is gently wafhed 
with the waves, which fpend themfelves at the 
foot 
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foot of it. On every fide of this hallthere are | 
either folding- doors or windows equally large, 
by which means you have a view from the front 
and the two fides, as it were of three different 
feas: from the back part you fee the middle 
court, the portico and the area; and by another 
view you look thro’ the portico into the porch, 
from whence the profpect is terminated by the 
woods and mountains which are feen at a diftance. 
On the left-hand of this hall, fomething farther 
from the fea, lies a large drawing-room, and 
beyond that, a fecond of a fmaller fize, which 
has one window to the rifing, and another to the 
fetting fun: this has likewife a profpect of the 
fea, but being at a greater diftance, is lefs in- 
commoded by it. The angle which the projection 
of the hall forms with this drawing-room, retains 
and increafes the warmth of the fun, and hither 
my family retreat in winter to perform their exer- 
cifes : itis fheltered from all winds except thofe 
which are generally attended with clouds, fo that 
nothing can render this place ufelefs, but what at 
the fame time deftroys the fair weather. Contigu- 
ous to this, isa room forming the fegment of a 
circle, the windows of which are fo placed as to 
receive the fun the whole day : in the walls are 
contrived a fort of cafes, which contain a collec- 
tion of fuch authors whofe works can never be 
read too often. From hence you pafs into a bed- 

4 | chamber 
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chamber thro’ a paffage, which being’ boarded 
and fufpended as it were over a ftove which runs 
underneath, tempers the heat which it receives 
and conveys to all parts of this room. The re- 
mainder of the fide of the houfe, is appropriated 
to the ufe of my flaves and freedmen, but how- 
ever moft of theapartments in it areneat enough to 
entertain any of my friends, who are inclined to 
be my guefts. In the oppofite wing is a room 
ornamented in a very elegant taíte ; next to 
which lies another room, which tho’ large for a 
parlor, makes but a moderate dining-room ; it is 
exceedingly warmed and enlightened not only to 
the direct rays of the fun, but by their reflection 
from the fea. . Beyond this, is a bed-chamber to- 
gether with its anti chamber, the height of which 
renders it cool in fummer, as its being fheltered 
on all fides from the winds, makes it warmin win- 
ter. To this apartment another of the fame fort 
is joined by one common wall. From thence you 
enter into the grand andfpacious cooling-room " be- 
longing to the baths*, from the oppofite walls of 
which two round bafons project, large enough to: 

fwim 


b « The principal ufe of this room feems to have been 
** defigned to prepare the bodies of thofe that had been in the 
« former room, for their going into the warmer air.” Caftel’s 

illas, p. 33. 
"m » I he cuftom of bathing in hot water, was become fo 
* habitual to the Romans in Pliny's time, that they every 
« day pra£tifed it before they lay down to eat ; for which B 
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-fwim in. Contiguous to this is the perfumirig- 
room, then the fweating-room, and beyond that 
the furnace which conveys the heat to the baths : 
‘adjoining are two other little bathing-rooms, 
which are fitted up in an elegant rather than coftly 
manner : annexed to this, is a warm bath of ex- 
traordinary workmanfhip, wherein one may fwim, 
and have a profpe& at the fame time of the fea. 
Not far from hence ftands the tennis-court, which 


lies 


^ 


* fon, in the city the public baths were extremely numerous ; 


in which Vitruvius gives us to underftand there were for 
each fex three rooms for bathing, one of cold water, one of 
warm, and one full warmer ; and there were cells of three 
degrees of heat for fweating ; to the forementioned mem- 
bers were added others for anointing and bodily exeicifes. 
The lait thing they did before they entered into the dining 
room was to bathe ; what preceded their wafhing was their 
.'* exercife in the fpherifterium, prior to which it was their 
** cuftom to anointthemfelves. As for their fweating-rooms, 
** tho' they were doubtlefs in all their baths, we do not find 
them to have been ufed but upon particular occafions.”’— 
Caiítel's villas of the antients, p. 31. 

The Roman magnificence feems to have particularly difplay- 
ed itfeif in the article of their baths. Seneca dating one of his 
epiftles from a villa which once belonged to the famous Scipio 
Africanus, takes occafion from thence to draw a parallel 
between the fimplicity of the earlier ages, and the luxury of 
his own times in that infance, By the idea he gives of the 
latter, they were works of the highett fplendor and expence. 
The walls were compofed of Alexandrine marble, whofe veins 
were polifhed and heighten'd in fuch a manner, as to look like 
a picture: the edges ofthe baíons were fet round with a 
moft valuable kind of ftone, found in Thafius, one of the 
-Greek iflands, variegated with veins of different colors, inter- 
fperfed with ftreaks of gold ; the water was conveyed thro” fil- 
ver pipes, and fell, by feveral different defcents, in beautiful 
cafcades. The floors were inlaid with precious gems, and an 
intermixture of ftatues and colonades contributed to throw an 
air of elegance and grandeur upon the whole. Vid. Sen. Ep. 86. 


A 
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lies open to the warmth of the áfternoon fun. 
From thence you afcend a fort of turret, which 
contains two entire apartments below ;.as there 
are the fame number above, befides a dining-toom - . 
which commands a very extenfive profpect of the 
fea and coaft, together with the: beautiful villas 
.that ftand interfperfed upon it. At the other end; 
isa fecond turret, containing.à room: which faces 
the rifing and fetting fün. Behind this, is -a 
large room for a repofitory, near to which is 4 
gallery of curiofities, and underneath, à fpa- 
tious dining-room, where the roaring of the fea, 
 evenin a ftorm, is heard .but faintly : it looks 
"upon the garden and the ? geftatio, which fur- 
rounds the garden. "The geftatio: is encom- 
paffed with a box:tree hedge, and, where that 
is’ decayed, with rofe-mary : for the box in 
thofe parts which are fheltered by. the buildings; 
preferves its verdute perfectly well; but where 
by an open fituation it. lies expofed to the dafhing 
of the fea-water, tho' at à great diftance; it en- 
tirely withers. -Between the garden and this gef- 
tatio runs a fhady walk of vines, which is fo foft 
that you may walk bare-foot upon it without any 
injury. The garden is chiefly planted with fig and 
mulberry-trees, to which this foil is as favorable; 
as it is averfe to all others. In this place is a ban- 

quet- 


à See p. 4, note c. 
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queting-toom, which tho’ it’ ftands remote from 
the fea, enjoys however a profpe& nothing infe- 
rior to that view: two apartments run round the 
back part of it, whofe windows look upon the 
entrance of the villa, and into a very pleafant 
kitchen-garden. From hence'an inclofed *:portice 
extends itfelf, which by its: grandeur you might 
take for a public one. It hasa range of windows 
on each fide, but on that which looks -towards 
the fea they are double the number of thofe next 
the garden. When the weather is fair and fetene, 
thefe are all thrown open ; but if it blows, -thofe 
on the fide the wind fits are fhut, while the others 
remain unclofed withoutany inconvenience. Before 
this portico lies a terrace perfumed ‘with violets, 
and warmed by the reflection of the fun from the 
portico, which asit retains the rays, fo it keeps off 
the north-eaft wind; and it is-as warm on this 
fide, as it is cool on the ‘oppofite: in the fame 
manner it is a defence againft the’ fouth-weft, and 
thus in fhort, by means of its feveral fides; -breaks 
the force of the winds from what point foever 
they blow. Thefe are fome of the winter advan- 
“tages of this agreeable’ fituation, which: however 
are {till more confiderable in the fummer; for at 

: that 


N 


/ 


* ** 'Thefe inclofed porticos differed no otherways frorti 
** our prefent galleries, than that they had pillars in them : the 
** ufe of this room was for walking. " Caftel’s villas, p. 44. 
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that feafon it throws. fhade upon the terrace dur- 
ing all-the forenoon, as it defendsthe geftatio, 
and that part of the garden which lies contiguous 
to it, from the afternoon fun, and cafts.a greater 
or lefs fhade, as the day either incteafes -or de- 
.creafes ; but the portico itfelf is then cooleft when 
the fun is moft fcorching, that is, when its rays 
fall directly upon the roof. To thefe advantages I 
muft not forget to add, that by fetting open the 
windows, the weftern breezes have a free draught, 
and by that means the enclofed air is pre- 
verited from ftagnating. On the upper end 
of the terrace and portico ftands a detached 
building in the garden, which I call my fa- 
vorite; and in truth I am extremely fond of it, as 
I erected it myfelf. It contains a very warm 
winter-room, one fide of which looks upon 
the terrace, the other has.a view of the fea, and 
both lie expofed tothe fun... Through the fold- 
ing-doors you fee the oppofite chamber, and from 
the window is a profpect of the enclofed portico. 
On that fide next the fea, and oppofite to the mid- 
dle wall, ftands a little elegant retired clofet, which 
by means of glafs doors and a curtain, is either 
laid into the adjoining room, or feparated from it. 
It contains a couch and two chairs: As you lie 
upon this couch, from the feet you have a profpect 
ef the fea ; if you look behind, you fee the neigh- 

boring; 
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boring ‘villas; and from’ the head you’ havea 
view of the woods : thefe three views may be feen. 
either diftin&ly *from fo many different windows 
in the room, or blended together in one confufed 
profpe&. Adjoining to this, is a’bed-chamber, 
which neither the voice of the fervants, the mur- 
mur of the fea, nor even the roaring’ of a tempeft 
can reach ; not lightening nor the day itfelf can 
penetrate it, unlefs you open the windows. This 
profound tranquillity is'occafioned by a paffage, 
which divides the wall of this chamber from that 
ofthe garden, and thus by means of that void 
intervening fpace, every noife is drowned. An- 
nexed to this, is a fmall ftove-room, which by open- 
ing a little window, warms the bed-chamber to 
the degree of heat required. Beyond this, lies a 
chamber and ante-chamber, which enjoys the fun, 
tho’ obliquely indeed, from the time it rifes till the 
afternoon. When I retire to this garden-apartment, 
1 fancy myfelf a hundred miles from own houfe, 
and take particular pleafure in it at the feaft of 
the f Saturnalia, when, by the licence ‘of that 
- Vor. I. H feafon 


e ** It muft have been from the middle of the room that he 
** could fee all thefe profpects feparate and diftin&t, which upon 
** a nearer approach to any particular window muft have ap- 
** peared intermingled.” Caftel’s Villas, p. 48. 

* A feaft held in honor of, the god Saturn, which began 
on the-1gth of December, and continued, as fome fay, for 
feven days. It was a time of general rejoicing ; particularly 
among the flaves, who had at this feafon the privilege of treat- 
ing their mafters with great freedom. 
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feafon of joy, every other part of my villa re- 
founds with the mirth of my domeftics: thus I 
neither interrupt their diverfions, nor they my ftu- 
dies. Among the pleafures and conveniencies of 
this fituation, there is one difadvantage, and that is, 
the want of a running ftream ; but this defect is in 
a great meafure fupplied by wells, or rather I fhould 
call them fprings, for they rife very near the fur- 
face. And indeed the quality of this coaft is pretty 
remarkable ; for in what part foever you dig, you 
meet, upon the firft turning up of the ground, with 
a {pring of pure water, not in the leaft falt, tho’ 
fo near the fea. The neighboring forefts afford an 
abundant fupply of fuel ; as every other conveni- 
ence of life may be had from Oftia : to a mode- 
rate man, indeed, even the next village (between 
which and my boufe there is only one villa) 
would furnifh all common neceffaries. In that 
little place there are no lefs than three public 
baths; which is a great conveniency if it hap- 
pens that my friends come in unexpectedly, or 
make too fhort a ftay to allow time for preparing 
my own. The whole coaft is beautifully diverfifi- 
ed by the joining or detached villas that are fpread 
upon it, which whether you view them from the 
fea or the fhore, have a much more agreeable 
effect, than if it were crowded with towns. It is 
fometimes, after a long calm, good travelling upon 


2 the 
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the coaft, tho’ in general, by the ftorms driving the 
waves upon it, it is rough and uneven. I can not 
boaft that our fea produces any very extraordinary 
— fifh; however it fupplies us with exceeding fine 
foals and prawns: but as to provifions of other 
kinds, my villa pretends to excel even inland 
countries, particularly in milk ; for thither the 
cattle come from the meadows in great numbers, 
in purfuit of fhade and water. Tell me now, 
have I not juft caufe to beftow my time and my 
affection upon this delightful retreat ? Surely you 
are unreafonably attached to the pleafures of the 
town, if you have no inclination to take a view of 
it; as I much wifh you had, that to fo many 
charms with which my favourite ® villa abounds, 
it might have the very confiderable addition of 
your prefence to recommend it. Farewel. 


£ Mr. Caftel obferves, that tho’ Pliny bere calls bis boufe 
Villula ; i? appears that after having defcribed but part of it, 
yet, if every Dizta or intire apartment may be fuppofed to contain 
three rooms, he has taken notice of no le[s than forty-fix, befides 
all which there remains near half the houfe undefcribed, which 
was, ashe fays, allotted to the ufe of the fervants 5, and it is 
very probable this part was made uniform with that he bas al- 
ready deferibed.—But it muft be remembered, that diminutives 
in Latin do not always imply fmallnefs of fize, but are fre- 
quently ufed as words of endearment and approbation; and 
in this fenfe it feems moft probable that Pliny here ufes the 
word Villula. 


H 2 LEGHT- 


16 Té LETTERS Boll 


LETTER XVII. To Mavricvs. 

Hi A T can be more agreeable to me, than 

the ofüce you have enjoined me, of 

choofing a proper tutor for your nephews? It 
gives me an opportunity of revifiting the fcene of 
my.education, and of turning back again to the 
moft pleafing part of my life. I take my feat, as 
formerly, among the young lads, and have the 
pleafure to experience the refpect my character in 
eloquence meets with from them. I lately came in 
upon them, while they were warmly declaiming 
before à very full audience of perfons of the firft 
rank ; the moment I appeared, they were filent. I 
mention this for their honor, rather than my own; 
and to let you fee the juft hopes you may con- 
ceive of placing your nephews here to their advan- 
tage. I purpofe to hear all the feveral profeffors ; 
and when I have done fo, I fhall write you fuch an 
account of them as will enable you (as far as a letter 
can enable you) to jud ge of their refpe&live abilities. . 
The faithful execution of this important commif- 
fion, is what I owe to the friendfhip that fubfifts 
between us, and to the n emory of your brother. 
Noth ning, certainly, is more your concern, than 
that his children (I would have faid yours, but 
that I.know you now look upon them even with 
more 
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more tendernefs than your own) may be found. 
worthy of fuch a father, and fuch an uncle : and I 
fhould have claimed a part in that care, tho’ you 
had not required it of me. I am fenfible, in choof- 
ing a preceptor, I fhall draw upon me the dif- 
pleafure of all the reft of that profeffion : but when 
the intereft of thefe young men is concerned, I 
efteem it my duty to hazard the difpleafure, or 
even enmity of any man, with as much refolution 
as a parent would for his own children. Farewel. 


LETTER XIX. To CznEALIs. 


X7 OU advife me to read my late fpeech be-, 
fore an affembly of my friends. I fhall do 

fo, fince it is agreeable’ to. your opinion, tho’ L 
have many fcruples about it. Compofitions of this 
kind lofe, I: well know, all their fire and force, 
and even almoft their very name, by a plain re- 
cital. It is the folemnity of the tribunal, the con- 
courfe of one's friends, the expectation of the fuc- 
cefs, the emulation between the feveral orators con- 
cerned, the different parties formed amongit the 
audience in their favor ; in a word, it is the air, 
the? motion, the attitude of the fpeaker, with all 
H 3 the 


2 Some of the Roman orators were as much too vehe- 
ment in theiraction, as thofe of our country are too calm 
and fpiritlefs, In the violence of their elocution they not als 

uíc 
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the correfponding geftures of his body, which con- 
fpire to give a fpirit and grace to what he delivers. 
Hence thofe who fit when they plead, tho' they have 
moft of the other advantages I jufl now mention- 
ed, yet, from that fingle circumftance, weaken 
and deprefs the whole force of their eloquence. 
The eyes and hands of the reader, thoie impor- 
tant inftruments of graceful eloeution, being en- 
gaged, it is no wonder the hearer grows languid, 
"while he has none of thofe awakening charms to 
excite and engage his attention. To thefe general 
confiderations, I muft add this particular difadvan- 
tageous circumftance, which attends the fpeech in 
queftion, that it is chiefly of the argumentative 
kind ; and it is natural for an author to fufpect, 
that what he wrote with labor will not be read 
with pleafure. For who is there fo unprejudiced, 
as not to prefer the flowing and florid oration, to 
one in this clofe and unornamented ftile? It is very 
unreafonable there fhould be any difference, how- 
ever itis certain the judges generally expect one 
manner of pleading, and the audience another; 

whereas 


ufed all the warmth of gefture, but aftually walked back- 
wards and forwards. ‘Tully and Quinétilian have laid down 
rules how far, and in what inftance this liberty was allowable, 
and both agree, it ought to be ufed with great caution and 
judgment, The latter of thofe excellent critics mentions upon 
this occafion a witticifm of Flavius Virginius, who afked one 
of thefe walking orators, Quot milla paffuum declamaffet ? 
* How many miles he had declaimed ?" Quiné. inft. ed. 
Oxon, p. 587. 
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whereas in truth an auditor ought to be affected 
only with thofe things which would ftrike him, 
were he in the place of the judge. Neverthelefs 
it is poffible the objections which lie againft this 
picece may be got over, in confideration of the no- 
velty it has to recommend it: the novelty I mean 
with refpect to us; for the Greek orators have a 
method, tho' upon a different occafion, not alto- 
gether unlike what I made ufe of." They, when 
they would throw out a làw, as contrary to fome 
former one unrepealed, argue by comparing thofe 
laws together ; fo I, on the contrary, endeavored 
to fhew, that the crime ^, which I was infifting 
upon as falling within the intent and meaning of 
the law relating to public extortions, was agree- 
able, not only to that, but likewife to other laws 
ofthe fame nature. Thofe who are not conver- 
fant in the laws of their country, can have no 
tafte for reafonings of this kind; but thofe who 
are, ought to be fo much the more pleafed with | 
them. I fhall endeavor therefore, if you perfift 
in my reciting it, to collect a judicious audience. 
But before you determine this point, I intreat you 
thoroughly to weigh the difficulties I have laiá be- 
ho H 4 fore 
>» Some of the commentators are of opinion, (and it is not 
improbable,) that the fpeech mentioned in this letter, is the 


fame which Pliny-deliver'd in the fenate again M. Prifcus. 
See letter xi. of this book. 
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fore you, and then decide as reafon fhall dire& : 
for it is reafon that muft juftify you: obedience to 
your commands will be a fufficient apology for me. 
Farewel.. 


LETTER XX. To CaLvisius.. 


R E you inclined to hear a ftory, or if you 
pleafe two or three ? for one brings to my 
mind another. "lis no matter which I begin 
with, fo take them.as follows. Verania, the wi- 
dow of Pifo who was adopted by Galba, lay ex- 
tremely ill: upon this occafion Regulus made her 
a vifit. By the way, mark the affurance of the 
man, to vifit a lady to whom he was fo extremely 
odious, and to whofe hufband he was a declared 
enemy! Even barely to. enter her houfe would 
have been impudent enough ;.but he had the con- 
fidence to go much farther, and very familiarly 
placed himfelf by her bed’s fide. He began very 
eravely with enquiring what day and hour fhe was 
born? Being informed of thefe important par- 
ticulars, he compofes his countenance, fixes his 
eyes, mutters fomething to himfelf, counts his 
fingers, and all this merely to keep the poor fick 
lady in fufpence. When he had finifhed this ridi- 
culous mummery, You are, fays he, zm one of 
your climaéferics ; however you will get over it. 
But for your greater fatisfaftion, I will con- 


fult 
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fult... witha certain | divintr, whofe frill. I 
have frequently experienced. Accordingly away 
he goes, confults the omens, and returns with 
the ftrongeft affurances that they confirmed what 
he had promifed on the part of the ftars... Upon 
this the credulous good woman-calls for her will, 
and gives Regulus a handíome legacy. | Some 
time afterwards her diftemper increafed ; and in 
her laft moments fhe exclaim'd againft this in- 
famous wretch who had thus bafely deceived her, 
tho' he wifh'd every curfe might befall his *:fon, 
if what he promifed her was not true. But fuch 
fort of imprecations are as common with Regulus, 
as they are impious; and be continually. devotes 
that unhappy youth to the curfes of thofe gods, 
whofe vengeance his own frauds every day. pro- 
yoke. |, loj eorr rw 
. Velleius. Blzfus, a. perfon of confular dignity 
and remarkable for his immenfe wealth, in his laft 

| ficknefs 


* [t was cuftomary among the antients to fwear by what they 
held moft dear. To this cuftom (asa late critic juflly ob- 
ferves) Martial alludes : 


Ecce negas jurafque mibi per templa tonantis s 
Non credo: jura, verpe, per Anchialum. 


Swear tho’ thou doft by Jove, thou wilt deceive ; 
Swear by Anchialus ; I'll then believe. 


hat is, fwear by your pathic, your boy Anchialus. 
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ficknefs had an inclination to make fome alterati- 
ons in his will. Regulus, who had lately endeavor- 
ed to infinuate himfelf into his friendfhip, hoped . 
to receive fome advantage by the intended change, 
and accordingly applies himfelf to his phyficians, 
and conjures them to exert all their fkill to pro- 
long the poor man’s life. But the moment the 
will was fign’d, his ftile was changed: How Jong, 
fays he to thefe very phyficians, do you defign to. 
keep this man in mifery ? Since you cannot preferve 
his life, why will you prolong bis death? Blaefus 
is fince dead; and asif he had over-heard every 
word that Regulus had faid, he has not left him 
one farthing.----And now have you had enough ? 
or like a truant fchool-boy, are you for liftening 
ftill to another tale ? if fo, Regulus will fupply 
you. You muft know then, that Aurelia, a 
lady of diftinguifhed accomplifhments, defigning 
to? execute her will, had dreffed herfelf for that 

purpofe 


_b This was an act of great ceremony; and if Aurelia's 
habit was of the kind which fome of the Roman ladies ufed, 
the legacy muft have been confiderable which Regulus had the 
impudence to afk. ** The vejtes Byfing (as the ingenious 
** Dr. Arbuthnot obferves) which we are told fome of the 
** ladies wore, muft have been of fuch an extravagant price, 
* that there is no ftuff in our age comes up to it. The 
** very materials of which would be worth 49l. 14s. the pound 
** averdupois weight, and confequently a garment weighing 
** 20 pound would coft 9921. exclufive of the manufacture.” 
Arb. of antient coins, &c. p. 146. Now Iam upon this head, 
I cannot forbear mentioning the prodigious Tem re 

thele 
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purpofe in a very fplendid manner. Regulus, who 
was prefent as a witnefs, turned about to the lady, 
and, Pray, fays he, leave me thefe fine cloaths. 
Aurelia at firft thought him in jeft: but he infift- 
ed upon it very ferioufly, and obliged her to open 
her will, and infert this legacy; and tho’ he faw 
her write it, yet he would not be fatisfied till he read 
the claufe himfelf. However Aurelia is ftill alive : 
tho’ Regulus, no doubt, when he follicited this be- 
queft, expected foon to enjoy it. Thus are lega- 
cies and eftates conferr’d upon this abandon’d man, 
as if he really deferved them ! But why fhould I 
wonder at this in a city where impudence and ini- 
quity receive the fame, do I fay, even greater en- 
couragement than modefty and virtue ? Regulus is 
a glaring inftance of this truth, who, from a ftate 
of indigence, has by a train of the moft villain- 
ous actions, arrived to fuch immenfe riches, that 
he once told me, upon confulting the omens to 
know how foon he fhould be worth fixty millions 


of 


thefe ladies in the article of jewels. Pliny the elder + fays, he 
faw Lollia Paulina with a equipage of this kind, amounting 
(according to the above-cited author's calculation) to 522,9161. 
138. 4d. of our money. In one inítlance of expence however, 
the modern ladies feem to excel the antient, and tho” there ap- 
pears an infinite variety of head-drefles upon butts, ftatues, 
and medals, yet it is learnedly debated among the antiquaries, 
whether the Roman ladies were fo coitly in that point as the 
Englifh. For the credit of the ?£/z, ! beg leave to add, that 
it is of a very antient original, and is known to have made its . 
appearance among Confuls and Dictators. 


1 Lib. 9. 35. 
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of fefterces *, he found them fo favorable to. him,. 
as to portend he fhould poffefs. double that fum.. 
And poffibly he may, if he continues thus to dic- 
tate wills for other people: a fort. of fraud, in 
my eftimation, of all others the moft infamous. 


Farewel. 


_ © About 430,000]. of our money. : a "e pM apa 
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LUEÉETY ERU To Carvisius. 


Never fpent my time more agreeably, I think, 
than I did lately with Spurinna.  -I am fo 
much pleafed with the uninterrupted. regularity 
of his way of life, that if ever I fhould arrive at 
old age; there is no man whom I would fooner 
choofe for my. model. . I look upon order in hu- 
man actions, efpecially at that advanced. period, 
with the fame fort of pleafure as I behold the 
fettled courfe of the heavenly bodies. : In youth, 
indeed, there is a certain irregularity and. agita- 
tion 
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tion by no means unbecoming: but in age, 
when bufinefs is unfeafonable, and ambition in- 
decent, all fhould be calm and uniform. This 
rule Spurinna religioufly purfues throughout his 
whole conduct. Even in thofe tranfactions which 
one. might call minute and inconfiderable, did 
they not occur every day, he obferves a certain 
periodical feafon and method. The firft part of 
the morning he devotes to ftudy ; at eight he 
dreffes, and walks about three miles, in which he 
enjoys at once contemplation and exercife. At 
his return, if he has any friends with him in his 
 houfe, he enters upon fome polite and ufeful to- 
pic of converfation; if he is alone, fomebody 
. reads to him ; and fometimes too, when he is not, 
if it is agreeable to his company. When this is 
over, he repofes himfelf, and then again either. 
takes up a book, or falls into fome difcourfe even 
more entertaining and inftructive. He afterwards 
takes the air in his chariot, either with his wife 
(who is.a lady of uncommon merit) or with fome 
friend: a happinefs which lately was mine.--How 
agreeable, how noble is the enjoyment of him in 
that hour of privacy ! You would fancy you were 
hearing’ fome worthy of antient times, inflaming - 
your breaft with the moft heroic examples, and in- 
ftru&ing your mind with the moft exalted pre- 
cepts, which yet he delivers with fo modeft an 
air, that there is not the leaft appearance of dictat- 

ing 
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ing in his converfation. When he has thus taken 
a tour of about feven miles, he gets out of his 
chariot and walks a mile more, after which he 


returns home, and either repofes himfelf, or ree — 


tires to his ftudy. He has an excellent tafte for 
poetry, and compofes in the lyric manner, both 
in Greek and Latin, with great judgment. It is 
furprifing what an eafe and fpirit of gayety runs 
thro’ his verfes, which the merit of the author 
renders ftill more valuable. | When the baths are 
ready, which in winter is about three o'clock, 
and in fummer about two, he undreffes himfelf ; 
and if there happens to be no wind, he walks for 
fome time in the fun*. After this he plays a con- 
Siderable time at tennis : for by this fort of exer- 
cife too, he combats the effe&s of old age, When 
he has bathed, he throws himfelf upon his couch 
till fupper "time, and in the mean while fome 
agreeable and entertaining author is read to him. 
In this, as in all the reft, his friends are at full 
liberty to partake; or to employ themfelves in 
any other manner more fuitable to their tafte, 
You fit. down to an elegant, yet frugal repaft, 

which 


2 See B. 6. Let 16. note ^. 

" b This was the principal meal among the Romans, at 
which all their feafts and invitations were made ; they ufually 
began it about their 9th hour, anfwering pretty nearly to our 
3 o'clock in the afternoon. But as Spurinna, we find, did not 
enter upon the exercifes which always preceded this meal till 
the 8th or oth hour, if we allow about 3 hours for that pur- 
pofe, he could not fit down to table, till toward 6 or 7 o'clock, 
See Let. 5. of this B. in not. p. 137. 


, 


=" 
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which ig ferv’d up in pure and- antique plate: 
He has likewife a complete equipage for’ his fide- 
board, in Corinthian’ ^ metal, which is his plea» 
füre, not his paffion. At his table he is frequent- 
ly entertained with comedians, that even his very 
amuferments may be ‘feafoned with good: fenfe; 
and tho’ he coritinues there, even in fummer, till 
the night is fomething’ advanced, yet he pro- 
longs the feaft with fo much ‘affability and polite- 
nefs, that none of his cuefts eve? think it tedi- 
ous. By this method of ‘living ‘he has preferved 
all his fenfes entite, and his body active and vi- 
‘gorous to his 78th year, without difcovering any 
appearance of old age, but the wifdom. ‘This 
is the fort of life which I ardently afpire after$ 
as I’ purpofe to: enjoy it, when I fhall arrive at 
thofe years which will. juftify a retreat from bufi- 
mefs. “In the: mean while, I am embarraffed. with 
à thoufand affairs, in which Spurinna is at once 
my fupport and my example. As long as it be- 
came’ him, he enter’d into all the duties of public 
life. It-was by pafling thro” the various offices of 
the gos by governing of provinces, "arid by in- 

defatigable 


€ 'This-metal, whatever it was Pompaled v (for that 


point is by no means clear) was fo highly efteemed. among the 
antients, that they preferred it even to gold : : 3 AN 


Braque ab Ifbmiachis auro potiora favillis, | 
Stat. Sylv. 2, 


a Corinthian brafs more precious far than gold, . 


; 


L 
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cefatigable toil, that he merited the repofe he 
now enjoys. lpropofe to myfelf the fame courfe 
and the fame ead: and I give it to you under my 
hand that I do fo. If an ill-timed ambition fhould 
carry me beyond it, produce this letter againtt 
me 3 and condemn me to repofe, whenever I 
can enjoy it without being reproached with i indo- 
lence. Farewel. 


LETTER IL To Maximus. 


Y Think I may claim a right to afk the fame 

fervices of you for my friends, as I wou'd 
offer to yours if I were in your ftation. Arrianus 
Maturius is a perfon of great eminence among 
the * Altinates. When I call him fo, it is not 
with refpect to his fortunes ( (which however are 
very confiderable ;) it is in view to the purity, the 
integrity, the prudence, and the gravity of his 
manners. His counfel fteers me in my affairs, 
and his judgment directs me in my ftudies; for 
truth, honor and knowledge, are the fhining qua- 
lities which mark his character. He loves me 
(arid I cannot exprefs his affection in ftronger 
terms) with a tehdernefs equal to yours. As he 
is a ftranger to the paffion of ambition, he is 
contented with remaining in the Equeftrian order, 
when he might eafily have advanced himfelf into 

Vor. I. I a higher 


* Altino in the Venetian territories, now deftroy d. 
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higher rank. It behoves me however to take 
care his merit be rewarded with the honors it de- 
ferves ; and T would fain without his knowledge 
or expectation, and probably too contrary to his 
inclination, add to his dignity. The poft I would 
obtain for him fhould be fomething very honor- . 
able, and yet attended with no trouble. I beg 
when any thing of that nature offers, you would 
think of him; it will be an obligation, which 
both he and I fhall ever remember with the greateft. 
gratitude. For tho’ he has no afpiring wifhes to 
fatisfy, he will be as fenfible of the favor, as if he 
had received it in confequence of his own defires. 
Farewel. 


LETTER UI. To Hispuirva, 


T is not eafy to determine whether my love or 
efteem were greater, for that wife and excellent 
man your father ; but thisis moft certain, that in 
refpect to his memory and your virtues, I have 
the tendereft value for you. Can I fail then to 
wifh (as I fhall by every means in my power en- 
deavor) that your fon may copy the virtues of 
both his grandfathers, particularly his maternal ? 
as indeed his father and his uncle will furnifh him 
alfo with very illuftrious examples. The fureft 
method to train him up in the fteps of thefe va-. 
luable men, is early to feafon his mind with polite 
learning 
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leariing ard ufeful knowledge: and it is of the 
laft confequence from whom he receives thefe in- 
ftructions. Hitherto he has had his education 
under your eye; arl in your houfe; where he is 
expofed to few; I fhould rather fay to no wrong 
impreffions: But he is now of an age to be fent 
from home; and it is time to place him with fome 
profeffor of Rhetoric; of whofe difcipline arid 
method; but above all of wliofe morals you may 
be well fatisfied: Amongft the rhany advantages 
for which this amiable youth is indebted to na- 
ture and fortune; he has that of 4 moft beautiful 
perfon; it is neceffary therefore; in this loofe 
and flippery age; to find out ohe who will not 
only be his tutor, but his guardian atid his guide. 
I will venture to recommend Julius Genitor to 
you under that chara&er. I love him; I confefs; 
extremely: but my affection does by no means 
prejudice my judgment, on the contrary it is, in 
truth; the effect of it. His behavior is grave, arid 
his morals ifreproachable ; perhaps fomething 
too fevere and rigid for the libertine manners of 
thefe times. - His qualifications in his profeffion 
you may leatn ftom many others ; for the art of. 
eloquence; as it is open to all the world, is foon 
diftovered : but the qualities of the heart lie 
more concealed; arid out of the reach of com- 
mon obfervation ; and it is on that fide T ün- 
flertake to be anfwérable for my friend. Your 
2 fon 


142 The LETTERS Book Ih, 


fon will hear nothing from this worthy man, but. 
what will be for his advantage to know, nor 
learn any thing of which it would be happier 
he fhould be ignorant. He will reprefent to 
him as often, and with as much zeal as you or 
Y fhould, the virtues of his family, and what a 
ciorious weight of characters he has to fupport. 
You will not hefitate then to place him with a 
tutor, whofe firft care will be to form his man- 
ners, and afterwards to inftruct him in eloquence; 
an attainment ill-acquired if with the neglect of 
ioral improvements. Farewel. 


LETTER VI. To Macainvs. 
“A AHO’ my friends here, as well as the town 
in general, feem to approve of my con- 
duct in the affair I am going to mention, yet I 
cannot fatisfy myfelf without knowing your fen- 
timents ; and as I wifhed for your advice. before 
I engaged in it, fo I am extremely defirous of 
your judgment now itis over. Having obtain- 
ed leave to be abfent from my office . as 
head of the treafury, I went into Tufcany to 
look after fome works which I am carrying on 
there for the benefit of that province, at my 
own expence. In the interval, deputies on the. 
part of the Bztici arrived, with complaints of 
fome grievances they had fuffered under the go- 
vern- 
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. vernment of Cecilius Clafficus ; and applied to 
the fenate that I might be appointed counfel for 
them: My very worthy and obliging collegues 
reprefented on my behalf, the neceffary engage- 
ments of our office, and endeavored all they could 
to get me excufed. Upon this the fenate pafied a 
decree greatly to my honor: they ordered that [ 
fhould be counfel for the province, provided the 
deputies could obtain my confent. At my re- 
turn they were again introduced into the fenate, 
and there renewed their petition in my prefence. 
They conjured me by that generous affiftance I 
had given them in their caufe againft Bzebius, and 
by all the obligations I lay under of fupporting 
my avowed clients, that I would not now defert 
them. I perceived the fenate was inclined to 
grant this petition, by that general affent which 
is the ufual forerunner of all their decrees. Where- 
upon I rofe up and told the houfe, that I no long- 
er infifted upon the reafonablenefs of the excufe 
I had alledged: and they were pleafed with the 
refpectful modefty of my anfwer. I was determin- 
ed in this refolution, not only becaufe I found 
it agreeable to the inclinations of the fenate 
(which indeed had great weight with me,) but for 
many other, tho’ lefs important confiderations. 
Ire flected, that our anceftors thought themfelves 
obliged to engage voluntarily in defence of thofe 
particular perfons, with whom they were united 


I3 by 
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by the laws * of hofpitality, and that there- 
fore it would be highly ungenerous to abandon 3 
collective body, to whom 1 ftcod in the fame re- 
lation. Befides, I confidered the danger as well ag 
the fatigue I went thro’ in the laft caufe I under- 
took for this province, and I was unwilling to lofe 
the merit of. my former fervices, by denying them 
this. For fuch is the difpofition of mankind, the 
favor you refufe, cancels all you have confer'd ; 

and tho’ you oblige them ever fo often, they will 
forget a thoufand compliances, and yet remember 
a fingle denial. I confidered likewife, that Claf- 
ficus being dead, the great objection of. expofing 
a fenator, was removed ; and that in undertaking 
this defence, I fhould merit the fame thanks as 
if he were alive, without the hazard of giving any 
particular offence. In a word, I thought if. I com- , 
plied with their defires in this inftance, I could 
with a better grace deny my affiftance to them in 
any future caufe, where I might have períonal 


reafons 


* The obfervation of Euftathius upon the interview of Glau- 
cus and Diomed in the 6th Iliad, as tranflated by Mr. Pope in his 
notes upon that place, will How a light upcn this paffage, 
which may be of fervice tothe Englifh Reader. ** The lawg 

* of hofpitality, (fays he) were antiently heldin great venera- 
ü tion. The frendfhip contracted thereby was fo facred 
« that they preferred it to all the bonds of confanguinity and 
** giliance, and accounted it obligatory to the 3d and 4th ge- 
neration. --Wel fee Diomed and y oras agreeing not to bg | 
enemies during the whole courfe of a war, only. becaufe 
their grandfathers had beer mutual guefts.--They preferved 
in their families the prefents which had been made on thefe, 
occafions, as obliged totran{mit to their children the memo- 
et tials of their right of hofpitality. " 
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reafons for declining to be their counfel. For 
all our offices have their limits ; and the beft way 
of referving to ourfelves the liberty of refufing 
where we would, is to comply where we can. 
Thus you have heard the motives which influenc- 
ed me in this tranfaction: it now remains that 
you give me your fentiments, which I fhall receive 
with equal pleafure, either as an inftance of your 
fincerity, or a fanction to my conduct.  Farewel. 


LETIER F. To Macer. 


Have the pleafure to find you are fo great an ad- 
mirer of my uncle’s works, as to wifh to have 
a complete collection of them; and for that pur- 
pofe defire me to fend you an account of all the 
treatifes he wrote. I will point them out to you 
in the order in which they were compofed: for 
however immaterial that may feem, it is a fort of 
information not at all unacceptable to men of let- 
ters. The firft book he publifhed was, a treatife 
concerning the art of ufing a javelin on borfeback : 
this he wrote when he commanded a troop of 
horfe, and it is drawn up with great accuracy and 
judgment. The life of Pomponius Secundus, in two 
volumes : Pomponius had a very great affection 
for him, aud he thought he owed this tribute to 
his memory. The biftory of the wars in Germany 
twenty books, in which he gave an account 
14 


E 


^ 


— 


all 
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all the battles we were engaged in’ againft that 
nation. A’ dream which he had when he 
ferved’ in the army in Germany, firt fug- 
gefted to him the défigh of this work." Hie. 
imagined that Drufus Nero (who extended his 
conquefts very far into that country, and there 
loft his life) appeared to him 1m his fleep, and 
conjured him not to fuffer his memory to be 
buried in oblivion. “He has left us likewife!a 
treatife upon eloquence, divided into fix volumes. 
In this work he takes'the orator from his cradle, 
and leads him on till he has carried him up to the 
higheft point of perfeétion in this art. In the 
latter part of Nero's reign, when the tyranny of 
the times made it dangerous to engage in ftudies 
of a more free and elevated fpirit, he publithed 
a piece of criticifm in eight. books, concerning 
ambig "uity in expreffion. ‘Ele ‘has coinpleted the 
hiftory which Aufidius Baffus left unfinifhed, and 
hasadded to it thirty books. Andlattly, he has 
left thirty feven books upon the fubje&t of na- 
tural hiftory ; this is a work of great compafs and 
learning, and almoft as full of variety as nature 
herfelf." You will woncer how a man fo engaged - 
as he was, could find time to compofe fuch a 
number of books; and fome of them too upon 
abítrufe fubjects. But your lurprize will rife ftill 


hgher, when you hear, ad for fome time he en- 
 gged 
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gased in the profeffion of an advocate, that he 
died in his fifty-fixth year, that from tae time of 
his quitting the bar to his death he was employed 
in the execution of the higheft pofts, and inthe 
fervice of his prince. But he had a quick appre- 
henfion, joined to unwearied application. In fum- 
mer he always began his ftudies as foon ‘as it was 
4 night; im winter generally at one in ‘the 
morning, but never later than two, and often at 
midnight. No man ever fpent lefs time in bed, 
infomuch that he would fometimes, without re- 
tiring from his book, take a fhort fleep, and then 
purfue his ftudies. Before day-break he ufed to 
wait upon Vefpafian ; who likewife chofe that fea- . 
fon to tranfaét bufinefs. "When he had finifhed 
the affairs which that emperor ‘committed to his 
charge, he returned home again to his ftudies. 

| OO After 


* The diftribution of time among the Romans, was ex- 
tremely different from the method in ufe amongft as. | They 
meafured the night into four equal parts, which they called 
watches, each containing the fpace of three hours; and part of 
thefe they devoted either to the. pleafures of tbe table, or to 
ftudy. ‘lhe natural day they divided into twelve hours, the 
firit beginning with fun-rife, and the laf ending with fun-fet ; 
by which means their hours were of unequal length, varying 
according to the different feafons of the year. The time for 
bufinefs began with fun-rife, dnd continued to the fifth hour, 
being that of dinner, which with them was only a flight 
repait. From thence to the feventh hour was a time of repofe ; 
a cuftom which ftill prevails in Italy. ‘The eight hour was em- 
ployed in bodily exercifes ; after which they conftant!y bathed, 
and from thence went to fupper. 
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After a fhort and light repaft at noon (agreeably 
to the good old cuftom of our anceftors) he would 
frequently in the fummer, if he was difengaged 
from bufinefs, repofe himfelf in the fun; during 
which time fome author was read to him, from 
' whence he made extracts and obfervations, as in- 
deed this was his conftant method whatever book 
he read : for it was a maxim of his, that * no 
** book was fo bad, but fomething might be 
** Jearned from it." When this was over, he ge- 
nerally went into the cold bath, and as foon as he 
came out of it, juft took a flight refrefhment, and 
then repofed himfelf for a little while, Thus, as if 
it had been anew day, he immediately refumed 
his ftudies till fupper-time, when a book was again 
read to him, upon which he would make fome 
hafty remarks. I remember once his Reader having 
pronounced a word wrong, fomebody at the table 
made him repeat it again; upon which my uncle 
afked his friend if he underftood it? Who ac- 
knowledging that he did; why then, faid he, would 
you make bim go back again ? We have loft by this in- 
terruption akove ten lines: fo covetous was this great 
man of time! In fummer he always rofe from fup- 
per by day-light ; and in winter as foon as it was 
dark : and this was an invariable law with him. 
Such was his manner of life amidft the noife and 
hurry of the town: but in the country his whole 
| | time 
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time was devoted to ftudy without intermiffion, 
excepting only when he bathed. But in this excep- 
tion I include no more than the time he was a&ual- 
ly in the bath; for all the while he was rubbed and 
wiped, he wasemployed either in hearing fome book 
read to him, or in dictating himfelf. In his jour- 
nies he loft no time from his ftudies, but his mind 
at thofe featons being difengaged from all other 
thoughts, applied it felf wholly to that fingle pur- 
fuit. A fecretary > conftantly attended him in his 
chariot, who, in the winter, wore a particular fort 
of warm gloves, that the fharpnefs of the weather 
might not occafion any interruption to his ftudies: 
and for the fame reafon my uncle always ufed 
a chair in Rome. I remember he once reproved 
me for walking: ** You might, faid he, employ 
* thofe hours to more ‘advantage:” for he 
thought all was time loft, that was not given to 
ftudy. By this extraordinary application he found 
time to write fo many volumes, befides one 

| hundred 


> The word in the original, implies a perfon who wrote 
fhort-hand ; an art which the Romans carried to its higheft 
perfection, as appears from the following epigram : 


Currant verba licet, manus eft velocius illis; 
Nondum lingua fuum, dextra peregit opus. 
Mart. 14. 208. 


Swift tho' the words, (the pen ftill fwifter fped) 
The hand has finifh'd, ere the tongue has faid. 
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hundred and fixty which he left me, confifting of 
a kind of common-place, written on both fides, in a 
very fmall character ; ; fo that one might fairly rec- 
kon the number confiderably more. .. I have heard 
him fay, when he was comptroller of the revenuein 
Spain, Largius Licinius offered him four hundred 
thoufand * fefterces for thefe manufcripts: and : 
yet they were not then quite fo numerous. When 
you reflect upon the books he has. read, and the 
volumes.he has wrote, .are you not inclined to fuf- 
pect that he never was engaged; in the ‘affairs of 
the public, or the fervice of his prince? On the 
other hand, when you are informed how. indefa- 
tigable he was in his ftudies, are you not difpofed 
to wonder that he read and wrote no more? For, 
on.one fide, what. obítacles would not the bufi- 
nefs of a court throw in his way? And on the o- 
ther, what is it that fuch intenfe application might 
not perform? I cannot but fmile therefore when 
I hear myfelf called a,ftudious man, who in com- 
parifon to him am a mere loiterer. But why do I 
mention myfelf, who am diverted from thefe pur- 
fuits, by numberlefs affairs both public and pri- 
vate?" Even they whole. whole. lives are en- 
gaged in: ftudy, muft-blufh when placed in the 

fame 
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fame view with him.—TI have run out my letter; 
I perceive, beyond-the extent I at firft defigned, 
which was only to inform you, as you defired, 
what treatifes he has left behind him. But I 
truft this will not be lefs acceptable to you 
than the books themfelves, as it may poffibly, 
not only raife your curiofity to: read his works, 
but your emulation to copy. his example, by fome 
attempts of the fame nature. Farewel. 


LETTER JI. To Severus. 

Have lately purchafed witha legacy that was left 

me, a ftatue of Corinthian brafs. It is fmall in- 
deed, but well executed, at leaft if I have any judg- 
ment ; which moft certainly in matters of this fort, 
as perhaps in all others, is extremely defective. 
However, I think I have a tafte to difcover the 
‘beauties of this figure: as it is naked, the faults, 
if there be any, as well as the perfections, are 
more obfervable. It reprefents an old man in a 
itanding pofture. The bones, the mufcles, the 
veins, and wrinkles are fo ftrongly exprefled, that | 
you would imagine the figure to be animated. 
The charaéter is well preferved throughout every 
part of the body: the hair is thin, the fore- 
head broad, the face fhriveled, the throat lank, 
the arms languid, the breaft fallen, and the belly 


funk ; 
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funk; as the whole turn and air of the figuré 
behind, is expreffive of old age. It appears to bé 
antique from the color of the brafs. In fhort; 
it is a performance {fo highly finifhed a8 td 
merit tlie attention of the moft curious; and to af: 
ford at the fame time pleafure to the moft com- 
. mon obferver : and this induced me, who am à mere 
hovice in this art, to buy it; But I did fo; not 
with any intent of placing it in my own houfe; 
(for I have nothing of that kind there) but 
with a defign of fixing it iri fome confpicuous place 
in my native province, perhaps in the temple of 
Jupiter: for it is a prefent well worthy of a temple 
anda god. I defire therefore you would; with that 
care which you always execute my requeíts; give 
immediate orders for 4 pedeítal to be made for it: 
I leave the choice of the marble to you, but let my - 
name be engraven uponit; and; if youthink proper; 
my titles. I will fend the ftatue by the firft oppor- 
tunity ; or poffibly, (which I am fure you will like 
better) I may bring it myfelf: for I intend, if I 
can find leifure, to make an excurfion to you. 
This is a piece of news which I know you will 
rejoice to héar; but you will foon change your 
countenance when I tell you, my vifit will be 
only for a few days: for the fame bufinefs that 
now detains me here, will prevent my making à 
longer ftay. .. Farewel. 


LET. 
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LESTTERVIL To Caninwvs. 

T AM jult now informed, that Silius Italicus has 
ftarved himfelf to death, at his villa near 
Naples. Having been afflicted with an impoft- 
hume, which was deem'd incurable, he grew weary 
of life under fuch uneafy circumftances, and there- 
fore put an end to it, with the moft determined 
courage. He had been extremely fortunate thro’ 
the whole courfe of his days, excepting only the 
lofs of his younger fon; however, That was made 
up to him in the fatisfaction of feeing his eldeft, 
who is of a more amiable character, attain the 
confular dignity, and of leaving him in a very flo- 
tifhing fituation. He fuffered a little in his repu- 
tation in the time of Nero, having been fufpected 
of forwardly joining in fome of the informations 
which were carried on in the reign of that princes 
but he made ufe of his intereft in Vitellius; with 
great difcretion and humanity. He acquired much 
honor by his adminiftration of the government of 
Afia; and by his approved behavior after his re- 
tirement from bufinefs, cleared his character from 
that ftain which his former intrigues had thrown 
upon it. He lived among the nobility of Rome, 
without power, and confequently without envy. 
Tho’ he frequently was confined to his bed, and 
always to his chamber, yet he was highly re- 
{pected 
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fpected and much vifited ; not with a view to 


his wealth, but merely on account of his merit: 
He employed his time between converfing with 
men of letters, and compofing of verfes; which 
he fometimes recited, in order to try the fenti- 
ments of the public: but he difcovered in them 
more induftry than genius. In the decline of 
his years he entirely quitted Rome, and lived al- 
together in Campania, from whence even the ac: 
ceffion of the new * emperor could not draw him. 
A circumftance which I mention as well to the 
honor of the prince, who was not difpleafed with 
that liberty, as of Italicus, who was not afraid 
to make ufé of it. He was reproached with be- 


ing fond of all the elegancies of the fine arts - 


to a degree of excefs. He had feveral villas in the 
fame province, and the laft purchafe was always 
the chief favorite, to the negle& of the reft. They 
were all furnifhed with large collections of books, 
ftatues and pictures, which he more than enjoyed, 
he even adored ; particularly that of Virgil, of 
whom he was fo'pa{fionate an admirer, that he ce= 
lebrated the anniverfary of that poet’s birth-day 
with more folemnity than his own; efpecially at 
Naples, where he ufed to approach ? his tomb with 


.. AS 
* Trajan. NA. 
_ > Travellers are ftill fhewn a monuinent near Naples which 
is called Virgil'stemb. But Mr. Addifon * thinks it is almoft 


** cértain; that this tomb ftood on the other fide of the tow, 


** which looks towards mount Veíuvio.' Addifon's ‘Travels; 
"P O04. 
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as much reverence as if it had been a temple. In 
this tranquillity. he lived to the feventy-fifth year 
of his age, with a delicate, rather than a fickly con- 
ftitution. It is remarkable, that as he was the laft 
perfon upon whom Nero conferred the confular 
office (that prince being killed during his conful- 
fhip) fo he was the laft alfo that furvived of all 
thofe who had been raifed by him to that dignity. 
When I confider this, I cannot forbear lamenting the 
tranfitory condition of mankind. Isthereany thing 
in nature fo fhort and limited as human life, even 
in its moft extended period ? Does it not feem to 
you, my friend, but yefterday, that Nero was upon 
the throne ? and yet not one of all thofe who were 
confuls in his reign now remains ! But why fhould 
I wonder at an event fo common ? Lucius Pifo 
(the father of that Pifo who was infamoufly affafii- 
nated by Valerius Feftus in Africa) ufed to fay, he 
did not fee one perfon in the ? fenate who fat in 
that houfe when he was conful: fuch multitudes are 
fwept away in fo fhort a fpace! I am therefore fo 
far from thinking thofe tears of Xerxes need any 

Vor. I K apology, 


p- 164. Mabillon, in his Muf. Ital. p. 112, fays, the following 
epitaph was dug up there: 


Siflite viatores quefo, pauca legite : 
Hic fitus eff Maro! 


Stay travellers, I beg, and read this fhort Inícriptign : 
Here lies Maro! 


. * The number of fenators, as regulated by Auguftus, was Sac. 
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apology, that in my judgment hiftory doeshonorto 
his, character, which informs us, that when this 
prince had attentively furveyed his immenfe army, 


he could not refrain from weeping, with the. 


thought that fo many thoufand lives would fo foon 
be extinét. The more ardent therefore fhould 
our zeal be to lengthen out this fhort portion of 
exiftence, by acquifitions of glory, if not in the 
active fcenes of life (which is not always. in our 
owh power)yet however in thofe of ftudy and 
contemplation ; and fince it is not granted us to 
live long, let us tranfmit to pofterity fome me- 
morial that we have at leaft Livep. I well know, 
you want not any incitement to virtue; but the 


warmth of my affection for you, inclines me to for- ' 


ward you in the courfe you already purfue; as I 
have often found myfelf encouraged by your 
generous exhortations. How glorious is the con- 


tention, when two friends thus ftrive who fhall : 


animate each other moft in their purfuits of im- 
mortal fame! Farewel. 


LETTER VII. 9o TRANQUILLUS, 


''Y*HE obliging manner in, which you defire me 
i to confer the * military tribunate upon your 
relation, which I*had obtained of the ^ moft illu- 


ftrious 


* See B. 4. Lett. 4. note *, p. 191. 
» This was a title given to all fenators, in the times of the 
latter emperors. | 


e 
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ftrious Neratius Marcellus for yourfelf, is agreeable 
to that refpect with which you always treat me. 
As it would have given me great pieafure to have 
feen you in that poft, fo it will not be lefs accep- 
table to me to have it beftowed upon one whom 
you recommend. For hardly, I think, would it 
be confiftent to wifh a man advanced to honors, 
and yet envy him a title far nobler than any other 
he can receive, even that of a generous and an 
affectionate relation. To deferve and to grant fa- 
vors, is the faireft point of view in which we can 
be placed; and this amiable character will be 
yours, if you refign to your friend, what is due 
to your own. merit. I muft acknowledge at the 
fame time, I am by this means advancing my own 
reputation, as the world will learn from hence, 
_that my friends not only have itin their power to 
enjoy fuch an honorable poft, but to di/po/e of it. 
I readily therefore comply with your generous re- 
gueft; and as your name is not yet entered upon 
the roll; T can without difficulty infert Silvanus's 
in its ftead : and may he accept this good office 
vat your hands with the fame grateful difpofition 
that I am fure you will receive mine. — Farewel. 


K 2 £L BG. 
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LETTER IX. To Minvuttanvs. 


AM now at leifure to inform you of the great 

fatigue I underwent in defence of the province 
of Baetica ; a caufe which turned upon a variety of 
fa&s, and took up feveral days. Caecilius Claf- 
ficus was governor of Bstica, the year that Marius 
Prifcus enjoyed the fame honor in Africa. Czci- 
lius was a man of a bafe abandoned character, and 
had exercifed his authority with great violence and 
oppreffion, He was a native of Africa, as Prifcus 
was of. Baetica; in allufion to which thefe people 
ufed archly to fay, (as refentment often gives 
a certain agreeable fprightlinefs) we are paid in our 
own con^. ‘The only difference between them 
was, that Marius was profecuted by a fingle city, 


j and 

» This feems to be one of thofe paffages to which it is im- 
poffible not only for a tranflator to do juftice ; but, perhaps, 
even for the moft fkilful in the original language to enter into 
its true fpirit. ‘The expreflion, in its primary fenfe implies no 
sore than this: ** I have received a misfortune and returned 
« it? ( Dedi malum & accepi 5) in which there does not ap- 
pear the leaft air of wit or raillery. An inftance of the fame 
kind occurs in B. 4. Let. 11. where our author commends a 
farcafm of Valerius Licinianus, as the moft fevere and fpirited 
imaginable ; when yet there feems to be little in it to deferve | 
that chara&er, In both cafes it is highly probable, that the 
force of the raillery confifted either in fome allufion, which 
we cannot difcover at this diitance ; or the words themfelves, 
perhaps, might, by fome double meaning, carry a fenfe when 
they were fpoken, ‘which is now loft. Nor is it to be wonder'd 


we 
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and feveral private perfons ; whereas the charge 
againft Clafficus was brought by the whole united 
province of Betica. He efcaped, however, the 
confequences of this impeachment, either by an 
accidental or voluntary death, I know not which. 
It is certain at leaft, the world threw upon him 
the imputation of the latter; tho’ I muft confefs 
that point isto me extremely doubtful. For as on 
the one hand, it is in general reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that any'man fhould rather choofeto die, than 
be arraigned of a crime which he could not clear 
himfelf of ; fo on the other, it is furprifing, that 
he who was not afhamed to commit fo bafe 
an action, fhould yet have courage enough 
to prefer death to the difgrace of a public 
conviction.  Neverthelefs, the Bztici perfifted 
in going on with the profecution. This privilege, 
of which the laws admit, was now, after long 
difufe, revived in the prefent inftance. They 
went farther, and infifted that his accomplices 
fhould likewife be proceeded againft at the fame 
time. I was counfel for the province, together 
with Lucceius Albinus, who was joined with me. 

K 3 He 
we fhould be under a difficulty of this kind, when the Romans 
themfelves, as Quinctilian informs us, were, even in his time, 
at a lofs to difcover the true humor of feveral of Cicero's oc- 
cafional Bons Mors, in that collection of them which were then 
extant ; and that penetrating critie aflures us, that tho' many 
had endeavored to clear up and explain the force and proprie- 


ty of'them, the attempt had always proved unfuccetsful. 
Quink. hc. 3. ; 
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He is a copious and elegant orator; and tho’ I al. 
ways loved him, yet being affociated with him in 
this caufe, has confiderably heightened my affecti- 
on for him. There is fomething in the purfuit of 
fame, efpecially of the eloquent kind, that is felf- 
ifh, unfociable, and jealous of participation; but 
there was no rivalfhip between us, and we united 
our joint efforts in the management of this caufe, 
without giving into any feparate or private views 
of our own. We thought the point in queftion was 
of too muchimportance, and of too complicated 
a nature, for each of us to be limited to a fingle 
fpeech. We were apprehenfive we fhould neither. 
have ftrength, nor time, to make good our charge 
again{t fo many parties, if we comprized them all 
under one general accufation. Such a variety of 
perfons and facts would be apt to confound, as well 
as weary, the attention of thejudges. - Befides, in 
that collective way of proceeding, either the m+ 
tereft of fome might prove a protection to all the 
reft; or the moft inconfiderable of the party might 
e facrificed to the juftice of their country, in order 
o favor the efcape of thofe of a more confpicuotis 
rank : for partiality never exerts it/elf with more 
fuccefs, than when it is concealed under the fveci- 
ous appearance of feverity. We remembered the 
advice of Sertorius, who directed the ftrongelt fol- 
dier to tear off the horfe's tail at once, and the 


_weakeft 
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weakeft to pull it off hair by hair.—But you know 
the* ftory. In the fame manner we thought we had 
no other way to cope with fuch a numerous body of’ - 
criminals, but by attacking them fingly. Our firit - 
and principal point was to prove Clafficus guilty, 
which would prepare the way to his accomplices ; 
for till that was done, it would not be poffible to 
fix any thing upon them. Amongft thefe we 
fingled out Baebius Probus, and Fabius Hifpanus, 
whom we thought proper to join with Clafficus: 
théfe perfons were confiderable by their intereft, 
and Hifpanus in particular by his eloquence. 
There was no difficulty in- proving the charge 
againft Clafficus, for there was found among his 
papers an account under his own hand of the feve- 
ral fums' he had taken, and upon what occafions. 
A letter wás alfo produced which he fent to one 
a Khu -of 


* The fory, as related by Valerius Maximus, is to this pur- . 
pofe : Sertorius being profcribed by Sylla, put himfelf at the 
head of the Lufitani. Thefe people; upon a certain occafion, 
wére for attacking at once the whole Roman army, greatly 
fuperior to them in numbers. Sertorius endeavored to diffuade 
them, by allthe arguments in his power, from fo raíh a pur- 
pofe; but finding his oratory prevailed nothing, he ordered 
two horfes to be brought before him, and calling a young lufty 
foldier, and a worn-out veteran, he directed the former to 
pull off the horfe’s tail at once, and the other by degrees. 
The confequence was, the young man exerted all his ftrength 
in vain, while the old fellow performed histafk. Thus, fays 
that author, thefe rude ungovernable people, who were run- 
ing headlong to their deftru&ion, were convinced by this vi- 
fible reprefentation, of the juftnefs of that advice, which had 
n ORAS upon them in the way of reafoning. Val. Max. 
$e 7: c. ? 
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of his miftreffes at Rome, wherein he expreffes 
himfelf in thefe words : Rejoice with me, for I an 
preparing to return to you; and in Juch a manner 


as to have nothing to fear from my creditors, having! 


raifed four milions ? of feferces upon the Batict. 
But it coft us much time and pains to make 
good the articles againft Hifpanus and Probus. 
Beiore 1 came to the particular crimes alledged 
againit them, I thought it extremely neceffary.to 
prove, that to be the agents and miniíters of a 
governor in matters manifeftly unjuft, was in 
itfelf criminal. For they did not pretend to 
deny the fact, but pleaded in their excufe, that 
they were officers under Clafficus, and therefore 
obliged to obey his orders. Claudius. Reftitutus, 
who was counfel on their fide, affured me, he 
never was more perplexed and confounded than 
when he perceived I had feized this poft, in 
which he had placed all his ftrength and confi- 
dence; tho' no man is more expert and vigi- 
lant in his profeffion, or more prepared againft 
a furprize. The fenate decreed, that an account 
fhould be taken of what effeéts Clafficus was pof- 
feffed of before he went into his government, 
which fhould be given to his daughter, and di- 
rected the overplus to be divided among the un- 
happy fufferers. The decree added farther, that 

his 


* About 32,000 1. of our money. 
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his creditors fhould refund whatever monies they 
had received fince his return. Hifpanus and Pro- 
bus were fentenced to be banifhed for five years: 
fo very atrocious did that conduct now appear, 
which feemed at firft to be doubted whether it 
was criminal or not. A few days afterwards we 
proceeded againft Clavius Fufcus, who married . 
the daughter of Clafficus, and Stillonius Prif- 
cus, who commanded a troop under him ; but 
with very different fuccefs: for the former was 
acquitted, and the latter banifhed Italy for two 
years. At tbe third hearing, we thought it ad- 
vifable to Join feveral accomplices in one gene- 
ral charge, left by protracting this affair any 

longer, even juftice herfelf fhould be quite fpent ' 
and worn out. We had indeed defignedly re- 
ferved the moft inconfiderable of the perfons con- 
cerned to this day ; the «wife of Clafficus only 
excepted, againft whom, tho' there was ftrong 
fufpicion, the proofs were by no means thought 
clear : as to his daughter, who was likewife in 
the number of the accufed, there was not the 
leaft ground to charge any thing upon her. When 
therefore in the conclufion of the pleadings I 
was to take notice of her, I thought it would ill 
become me to bear hard upon one who appear- 
ed to be innocent; and therefore I fpoke very 


fully and freely in her favor, as there was now no 
danger 
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danger that this would take off from the weight 
of the accufation, as it might have done if I had 
mentioned it in the out-fet of the caufe. I addreff- 
ed mytfelf to the deputies, and defired they would 
tell me if they had any thing to alledge againft 


‘her, which they thought they could prove; and: 


appealed to the-fenate whether I ought to employ 
my eloquence, if in truth I had any, to the de- 
ftru&ion of the innocent: and I concluded with 


faying, Lut perbaps I foall be-afked, if I take upon 


myfelf to att as a judge? By no means: 1 confider 
myfelf however as am advocate chofen out from 
amidft that venerable body. kii 
Thus ended this caufe, in which fo many 
parties were concerned, fome of whom. were 
acquitted, but the greater number condemned, 
either to perpetual banifhment, or for a limited 
time. ‘The fenate were pleafed in the fame de- 
cree to honor us with a very ample’ teftimony in 
our favor, by expreffing their approbation of our 
diligent, faithful, and refolute behavior in the ma- 
nagement of this trial: the only reward equal to 
fo laborious a tafk. You will eafily conceive the 


fatigue we underwent in fpeaking and. debating: 


fo long and fo often, and in examining, affifting, 
and confating fuch a number of witneffes ; as well 


as what a difficult and difagreeable tafk we had, to, 


withftand the private folicitations, and public op- 
pofition 
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pofition of the friends of the accufed. To give 
you an inftance: one of the judges themfelves, 
who thought I preffed too hard upon a party 
whom he favored, could not forbear interrupt- 
ing me; Give me leave, faid I, to go on; for 
when I bave faid all I can, he will fill be as in- 
nocent, as be was before. From hence you will 
collect what a fcene of contention I went thro’, - 
and what. enemies I brought upon myfelf. How- 
ever it was but for a feafon. For tho’ henefty 
may, forthe times offend thofe it oppofes; yet 
it will at laft be juftified and admired, even by 

the very perfons who fuffer from it. 
Thus I have laid before you, in the cleareft 
manner I am able, this whole tranfaétion. You 
will regret, perhaps, the reading fo long a letter, 
and tell me it was fcarce worth the trouble. Afk 
mé then no more what is doing at Rome; and 
remember, in my excufe, that confidering the 
time this trial took up, the great number of per- 
fons concerned, and the feveral proceedings againft 
them, my letter is of nounreafonable length: and 
Treally think I haverelated the whole with as much 
brevity as exactnefs. — But upon recollection I 
find I muft recall that laft word: for I perceive, a 
little too late indeed, that I have omitted a ma- 
terial circumflance. However, I will mention it 
here, tho’ fomething out of its place. In this I 
- have 
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have the authority of Homer, and feveral other 
great names to keep me in countenance ; and the 
critics will tell you this irregnlar manner has its 
beauties: but upon my word, it is a beauty I had 
not at all in my view. One of the witnefles, whe- 
ther in refentment that he was fummoned contrary 
to his inclination, or that he was fuborned by fome 
of the parties accufed to weaken the credit of the 
charge, defired leave to exhibit: articles againft 
Norbanus Licinianus, one of the deputies, and a 
commiffioner appointed to carry on the prefent 
profecution, alledging, that he had * prevaricated 
in his charge againft Cafta, the wife of Clafficus. 
The laws direct, that the party accufed fhall be firft 
proceeded againft, before any information fhall be 
received to the prejudice of the perfon who brings 
the charge; becaufe, how far he is to be credited 
will beft appear from the accufation itfelf. But fo 
extremely odious was Norbanus, that neither the 
authority of the laws, nora regard to his public 
function, could protect him. He was a man of 
an infamous character, who, like many others, 
had ufed his intereft with Domitian to very vile pur- 
pofes. He was appointed one of the commiffion- 
ers by the province to manage this trial, not be- 
caule they had any opinion of hisintegrity, but as 
being 

zt prevaricator is defined by the Civilians, to be one that . 


betrays the caufe to the adverfary, and turnson the criminal's 
fide whom he ought to profecute. 


Re 
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being a declared enemy to Clafficus, by whom he had 
been banifhed. Norbanusdefired he might havetime 
allowed him for his defence, and a copy of the ar- 
ticles of his accufation. ' Both which were refufed 
him, and he was ordered to anfwer immediately 
to the charge. He did fo; and when I confider 
his character, I know not whether I fhould fay 
with great impudence, or great courage, but un- 
doubtedly with great readinefs. "There were many 
things alledged againft him, much more to his dif- 
advantage than the crime with which he was par- 
ticularly charged. Among the reft, Pomponius 
Rufus, and Libo Frugi, perfons of confular dig- 
nity, depofed, that he was counfel, in the reign of 
Domitian, for thofe infamous wretches who had - 
informed againft Salvius Liberalis. In fhort, Nor- 
banus was condemned and banifhed. When there- 
fore I came to fpeak againft Cafta, I infifted fing- 
ly upon this fentence againft Norbanus. But I 
urged this to little purpofe; for by a very unprece- 
dented and indeed a contradictory way of proceed- 
ing, the perfon accufed wasacquitted, while he who 
had entered into this combination in her favor, 
was condemned. You will be curious to be in- 
formed how we, who were counfel againft her, 
acted in this extraordinary conjuncture. We ac- 
quainted the fenate, that as we had received all 
our inftructions from Norbanus, we could not, if 

he 
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he fhould be convicted of collufion with this wo- 
man, proceed without new ones, After this; 
during all his trial, we fat down, without inter- 
medling in the affair. Norbanus, after his con- 
vi&ion, continued prefent throughout the whole 
proceedings, and preferved the fame refolution, 
or impudence to the laft. And here, upon review- 
ing my letter I find I have been guilty of ano- 
ther omiffion. I fhould have told you, that Sal- 
vius Liberalis inveighed ftrongly ageinft the reft 
of the deputies, infifting, that they had betrayed 
the truft repofed in them by the province, and 
had not brought to juftice all the parties they 
were dire&ed to profecute. Ashe is a man of 
great warmth of temper and much eloquence, 
they were really in fome danger. But I took 
thofe worthy perfons under my protection, and 
they are fo grateful as to acknowledge I faved | 
them from the ftorm with which they were 
threatened. And now, my friend, I will put an 
end to my letter in good earneft; and will not 
detain you with adding a fyllable more, even 
tho’ I fhould find fome circumftances have ftill 
efcaped me. Farewel. 


L E q- 


LETTER X. To Spurinna and Cocca’ 


Did not, itis true, acquaint you, at my laft 
vifit, that I had compofed fomething in praife 

of your fon ; becaufe it was not written for the fake 
of oftentation, but merely as a private tribute of 
affection to his memory, and as a confolation to 
me in my concern for the lofs of him. Befides, 
my dear Spurinna, as you told me you heard I 
had recited, I imagined you were informed at the 
fame time of the fubje& ;, and I was unwilling to 
caft a gloom upon your chearfulnefs in that feafon 
of gayety in which I found you, by recalling to 
your remembrance fo fevere a misfortune. I have 
even ftill fome doubt, whether I fhould only fend 
' you what I then recited, or join with it what I de- 
fign for another effay : for a fingle tract was not on- 
ly infufficient to give due {cope to the fentiments 
of my heart, and to comprize the full offerings I 
would pay to one whofe memory I fo infinitely 
love and honor; but it feemed alfo more for the 
. intereft of his fame, to have it thus fpread by fepa- 
rate pieces. But the confideration, that it will be 
treating you with a more friendly opennefs to 
tranfmit to you the whole now, rather than referve 
part of it to another time, has determined me to 
do 


* Spurinna’s wife. 
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do fo; efpecially as you have affured me you will 
not part with it out of your hands, till I think 
proper to fend it abroad. I beg you would give 
me an inftance of the fame unreferved i ecdon: 
by pointing out to me what you fhail judge would 
be beft altered, omitted, or added. It is difficult 
(and I know it by what I feel myfelf) for a mind 
in affliction to attend to fuch little cares. However, 
as you would direct a painter or ftatuary who was 
reprefenting the figure of your fon, what parts 
he would retouch or exprefs, fo I hope you will 
guide and inform my hand in this more durable, 
or (as you are pleafed to think it) this immortal 
picture of his mind, which I am endeavoring to 
draw: for the nearer it fhall refemble the origi- 
nal, and the more finifhed it fhall be, fo much 
the more lafting it is likely to prove. Farewel. 


LESTER XI. To Jurivs GreNiTOR. 


T isthe generous difpofition of. Artemidorus to 
heighten the good offices of his friends ; and 

in that light you muft look upon thofe ftrong pro- 
feffions he makes of his obligations to me. It is 
true, indeed, when the philofophers were* expelled 
Rome, 


* Domitian banifhed the philofophers not only from Rome 


but Italy, as Suetonius and A. Gellius ifo us: among thefe 
was the celebrated Epictetus. 
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Rome, I went to fee him at his houfe near the city, . 
and I ran the greater hazard in paying him that 
vifit, as I was at that time Praetor. I likewife fup- 
plied him with a confiderable fum to difcharge 
fome debts he had contracted upon very glorious 
occafions, tho’ I was obliged to borrow the money 
myfelf; while his other friends, who both in power 
and fortune were capable of affifting him, ftood 
calmly at a diftance without contributing any re- 
lief to his diftrefs. This I did under the difcou- 
raging inftances before my eyes of the fufferings of 
feven of my friends ; Senecio, Rufticus, and Helvi- 
dus being juft then putto death, at the fame time 
that Mauricus, Gratilla, Arria, and Fannia were fent 
into exile. And fcorched as I was with the lighten- 
ing of the ftate, which thus flafhed round me, I had 
. great reafon to expect it would not be long before 
it deftroyed me too. But I do not efteem myfelf 
upon that account, as meriting the high encomi- 
ums my friend beftows upon me: all [ pretend to 
is, that I was not guilty of the infamous meannefs 
of abandoning him in his misfortunes. I had, as 
far as the difference of our ages would admit, a 
- friendfhip for his father-in-law Mufonius, whom I 
both loved and efteemed. Artemidorus himfelf 
I made acquaintance with when I was military 
tribune in Syria, where I entered into the ftricteft 
intimacy with him. And I value myfelf upon 
Vor, I. Li. having 


162 The LETTERS Bock ill, 
having given this firft mark of fomething right 
in my difpofition, that I fo early difcovered the 
merit of this amiable man, who if he is not a phi- 
lofopher, exceedingly refembles one ; I am fure at 
leaft, of all thofe who take upon themfelves that 
title, I know none of a more fincere and u unaffect- 
ed integrity. I forbear to mention how patient he 
is of heat and cold, how indefatigable in labor, 
how abftemious in the pleafures of the table, and 
how abfolutely he reftrains all his appetites; for 
thefe qualities, confiderable as they would cer- 
tainly be in any other character, are rendered lefs 

confpicuous to him, by the fuperior luftre of thofe 
more extraordinary virtues which recommended 
him to Mufonius for a fon-in-law, in preference 
to fo many others of all ranks who paid their ad- 
dreffes to his daughter. I cannot therefore but 
be highly fenfible of the advantageous terms in 
which he fpeaks of me to every body, and parti- 
cularly to you. But I am apprehenfive (to re- 
turn to the obfervation with which I fet out) that 
the warmth of his generous benevolence may 
carry him beyond the bounds I deferve: for he, 
who is fo free from all other errors,.is extreme- 
ly apt to fall into this good-natured one,. of 
over-rating the merit of his friends. Farewel. 


LE - 
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LETTER XI To CariLIUs. 


Accept of your invitation to fupper; but I 

muft make this agreement before-hand, that 
you difmifs me foon, and treat me frugally. Let 
our entertainment abound only in philofophical 
converfation; and even that too with modera- 
tion. ‘There are certain midnight parties, which 
Cato himfelf could not fafely fall in with; tho’ I 
" muft confefs at the fame time, that J. Caefar +, 
when he reproaches him upon that head, exalts 
the character he endeavors to expofe: for he de- 
Ícribes thofe perfons who met this reeling pa- 
triot, as blufhing when they difcovered who he 
was; and adds, you would bave tbougbt that Cato 
bad detected them, and not they Cato. Could he 
place the dignity of Cato in a ftronger light, 
than by reprefenting him thus venerable even in 
his cups? As for ourfelves neverthelefs, let tem- 
perance not only fpread our table, but regulate 
our hours: for we are not arrived at fo high a 
reputation, that our enemies cannot cenfure us 
but to our honor. Farewel. 


Bos uii) dLOE- 


* Julius Czfar wrote an inveftive againft Cato of Utica, to 
Which, it is probable, Pliny here alludes, 
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LETTER XUH Rowdies. 


Have fent you, as you defired, the panegyric 

I fpoke in my late confulfhip in honor of our 
moit excellent* emperor ; and I intended to have 
done fo; tho’ you had not requefted it. I could 
wifh when you perufe it, you would confider the 
difficulty, as well as the dignity of the fubje&. In 
other compofitions, where the reader is not ac- 
quainted with the fubject, the novelty of it engages 
his chief attention; but in a topic fo known and - 
exhaufted as this, he has nothing to divert him 
from confidering the ftile and manner of his au- 
thor, which he is at full leifure to contemplate : 
and the writer has a hard. tafk to pleafe his read- 
ers, when the whole force of their criticifm is di- 
rected to that fingle point. “But I fhould be glad 
they would have in view the difpofition, the fi- 
gures, and connections I have obferved in this 


difcourfe. A ftrong imagination, and pompous _ 


expreffion will fometimes break out in the moft 
unpolifhed writer; but regularity in the plan of 
a work, and propriety in the figures, is the di- 
ftinguifhing mark and particular privilege of an 
improved genius. The fhining and the elevated 
is not always to be purfued. As fhades in a pic- : 
ture fhew the luminous parts to more advan- 


tage, 
*."l'rajan. 
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tage, fo the plain and fimple in writing recom- 
mends and heightens the fublime. But I forget 
that I am talking to one wno is fo complete a 
judge of thefe matters. I fhould rather beg of 
you to point out to me what you fhall think re- 
quires correction: for if I find you diflike fome 
parts, I fhall be more inclined to believe you ap- 
prove of the reít. Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. To Acrvs. 


HE horrid barbarity which theflaves of Lar- 

gius Macedo, a perfon of Preetorian rank, 
Jately exercifed upon their mafter, is fo extremely 
tragical, that it deferves to be the fubject of fome- 
thing more confiderable than a private letter; tho’ 
at the fame time it muft be acknowledged, there 
was a haughtinefs and feverity in his treatment of 
them, which fhewed him little mindful that his 
own father was once in the fame ftation. - They 
furrounded him as he was bathing, at his villa 
near Formiz, and fome beat him about the face 
and head, whilit others trampled upon his breaft, 
his belly, and his privy parts: when they ima- 
gined they had thus completed their intentions, 
- they thiew him upon the burning pavement of the 
hot bath, to try if there was any remaining life 


^L 3 left 
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left in him. He lay there ftretched out, and motion- 
lefs, either as really fenfelefs, or counterfeiting to be 
fo; upon which they concluded him actually dead. 
In this condition they brought him out, pretending 
that he had fainted away by the heat of the bath. 
Some of his more trufty fervants, received him and 
the alarm being fpread thro’ the family, his miftref- 
fes ran to him with the moft violent fkrieks. The 
noife of their cries, together with the frefh air, 
brought him a little to himfelf, and he gave figns 
(as he now fafely might) that he was not quite dead. 
The murderers immediately made their efcape ; 
but the greater part of them are taken, and they 
are in purfuit of the reft. By proper application he 
was, with great difficulty, kept alive for a few days, 
and then expired ; having however the fatisfaction 
before he died of feeing juft vengeance inflicted 
on his affaffins. Thus you fee to what indignities, 
outrages, and dangers, we are expofed. Lenity and 
good treatment is no fecurity from the villainies 
of your fervants; for it is malice, and not reflection 
that arms fuch ruffians againft their mafters.---So 
much for this piece of news : and now, I think, 
I am exhaufted. But you will be apt, I imagine, 
to afk, ** is this all? In truth it is; otherwife, 
you fhould have it ; for my paper and my time 
too, (as it is a holy-day with me,) will allow me to 
add more. Upon recollection however, I can tell 


ou 
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you one farther circumftance relating to Macedo, 
which juft now occurs to me. As he was once in 
a public bath at Rome, a remarkable, and (as it 
fhould feem by the manner of his death) an omni- 
nous accident happend to him. A flave of Mace- 
do's, in order to make way for his mafter, laid 
his hand gently upon a Roman knight, who fud- 
denly turning round, by miftake gave Macedo fo 
violent a blow, that he almoft knocked him down. 
Thus the bath feems to have been fatal to him by 
a kind of gradation; for firft he received an in- 
dignity, and afterwards loft his life there. Farewel, 


GAT ER XV... To puáéps 


O U defire me to read your poems in my 

retirement, and to examine whether they 
are fit for a public view ; and after requefting me 
to turn fome of my leifure hours from my own. 
ftudies to yours, you remind me that Tully was re- 
markable for his generous encouragement and pa- 
tronage of poetical genuifes. Bat you did not do me 
juftiee, if you fuppofed I wanted either intreaty or 
example upon this occafion, who not only honor 
the mufes with the moft religious regard, but have 
alfo the warmeft friendfhip for yourfelf: I fhail 
therefore do what you require, with as much plea- 
fure as. care I believe I may venture to declare 


befare- 
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before-hand, that your performance is extremely 
beautiful, and ought by no means to be fuppreffed; 
at leaft that was my opinion when I heard you re- 
cite it: if indeed your manner did not impofe upon 
me; for the fkill and harmony of your elocution is 
certainly enchanting. I truft however, the charm- 
ing cadence did not entirely overcome the force of 
my criticifm ; it might poffibly a little foften its 
feverity, but could not totally, Limagine, difarm 
me of it. I think therefore I may now fafely pro- 
nounce my opinion of your poems in general ; 
what they are in their feveral parts, I fhall judge 
when I read them. Farewel. 


LETT E-R. XVI. To Nrpos. 


Have frequently obferved, that amongft the 
I noble actions and remarkable fayings of dif- 
tinguifhed perfons in either fex, thofe which have 
been molt celebrated have not always been the 
moit illuítrious; and 1 am confirmed in this opi- 
nion, by a converfation I had yefterday with Fan- 
nia. This lady is grand-daughter to that celebrated 
Arria, who animated her hufband to meet death, © 
by her own glorious example. She inform- 
ed me of feveral particulars relating to Arria, 
not lefs heroical than this famous action of hers, 
tho' lefs taken notice of ; which I am perfuaded 

will 
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will raife your admiration as much as they did 
mine. Her hufband Czcinna Paetus, and her fon, 
were both at the fame time attacked with a dange- 
rous ilinefs, of which the fon died. This youth, 
who had a moft beautiful perfon and amiable be- 
havior, was not lefs endeared to his parents by his 
virtues than by the ties of affection. His mother 
managed his funeral fo privately that Paetus did 
not know of his death. Whenever fhe came into 
his bed-chamber, fhe pretended her fon was better : 
and as often as he enquired after his health, would 
anfwer that he had refted well, or had eat with an 
appetite. When fhe found fhe could no longer re- 
ftrain her grief, but her tears were gufhing out, 
Íhe would leave the room, and having given vent 
to her paffion, return again with dry eyes and a fe- 
rene countenanoe, as if (he had difmiffed every fen- 
timent of forrow at her entrance. The * action 
was, 

* The ftory, as mentioned by feveral of the antient hifto- 
rians, is to this purpofe : Pztus having joined Scribonianus,who 
was in arms in Illyria againft Claudius, was taken after the 
death of the latter, and condemned to death. Arria, having in 
vain folicited his life, perfuaded him to deftroy himfelf, rather 
thanfufferthe ignominy of falling by the executioner's hands ; 
and in order to encourage him to an act, to which it feems he 


was not much inclined, íhe fet him the example in the manner 
Pliny relates. 
** [n a pleafure-houfe belonging to the Villa Ludovifa at 
' * Romethere is a fine ftatue reprefenting this action: Pztus 
** is ftabbing himíelf with one hand, and holds up the dying 
** Arria with the other. Her finking body hangs fo loofe, pm 
«6 1 
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was, no doubt, truely noble, when drawing the 
dagger fhe plunged it in her breaft, and then pre- 
fented it to her hufband with that ever memora- 
ble, I had almoft faid that divine expreffion, Pz- 
tus, it is not painful. It muft however be confi- 
dered,. when fhe fpoke and acted thus, fhe had the 
 profpectof immortal glory before hereyes toencou- 
rage and fupport her. But was it not fomething 
much greater, without the view of fuch powerful 
motives, to hide her tears, to conceal her grief, 
and chearfully fem the mother when fhe was fa 
no more? 

Scribonianus had taken up arms in Illyria 
againft Claudius, where having loft his life, Pzetus, 
who was of his party, was brought prifoner to 
Rome. When they were going to put him on 
board-a-fhip, Arria befought the foldiers that fhe 
might be permitted to go with him: Certainly, 
faid fhe, you cannot refufe a man of con[ular dignity, 
as be is, a few flaves to wait upon bim y but if you 
will take me, I alone will perform that ofice. This 
favor, however, fhe could not obtain; upon which 


fhe 


if ev ety joint were relaxed." Wright s Travels, p. 534. Mar- 
tial alio has celebrated this heroic action in a famous epigram : 
Cafla fuo gladium cum traderet Arria Peto, | 
Quem de uifceribus traxerat ipfa fuis ; 
Si qua fides, «uulnus quod feci non dolet, inguit, 
Sed quod tu facies, boc mibi, Pete, dolet. psy 14. 
When from ker breaft, chafte Arria fnatch’d the {word, 
And gave the de -athful ' weapon to her lord, 
My wound, the faid, believe me, does not {mart ; à 
listhine alone, my Patus, pains my heart. 
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fhe hired a fmall fifhing-veffel, and boldly ventured 
to follow the fhip. At her return to Rome, fhe 
met the wife of Scribonianus in the emperor’s pa- 
lace, who preffing her to difcover all fhe knew of 
that infurreCtion, What ! faid fhe, /ball I regard tay 
advice, who faw thy bufbaud murdered even in 
“aby very arms, and yet furviveft bim ? An expref- 
fion which plainly fhews, that the noble manner in 
which fhe put an end to her life, was no unpreme- 
ditated effect of fudden paffion. When Thrafea, 
who married her daughter, wasdiffuading her from 
her purpofe of deftroying herfelf, and among other 
arguments which he ufed, faid to her, Would you 
then advife your daughter to die with me, if my life 
were to be taken from me? Moft certainly I would, 
fhe replied, if jhe had lived as long and in as much 
barmony with you, as I bave with my Patus. 
This anfwer greatly heightened the alarm of her 
family, and made them obferve her for the future 
more narrowly ; which, when fhe perceived, fhe 
affured them, all their caution would be to no pur- 
pote. You may cblige me, laid. fhe, to execute my 
Reiter in a way that will give me more pain, 
but it is impoffible you fhould prevent it. She had 
he faid this, when fhe fprang from her chair, 
and running her head with the utmoft violence a- 
gainft the wall, fhe fell down, in appearance dead. 
But being brought to her felf, [told you, faid the, 


af 
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if you would not fuffer me to take the eafy paths to 
death, I foould make my way to it thro’ fome more 
difficult paffage. Now, is there not, my friend, 
fomething much greater in all this, than the fo- 
much-talked-of, Paus, it is not painful? to 
which, indeed, it feems to have led the way: and 
yet this laft is the favorite topic of fame, while all 
the former are paffed over in profound filence. 
Whence I cannot but infer, what I obferved in 
the beginning of my letter, that the moft famous 
actions are not always the moft noble. Farewel. 


LETTER XVII. To Servianus. 


O what fhall F attribute your long filence ? 

Is it want of health, or want of leifure that 
prevents your writing ? Or is it, perhaps, that 
you have no opportunity of conveying your let- 
ters? Free me, Lintreat you, from the perplexity 
of thefe doubts; for they are more, be affured, 
than I am ableto fupport ; and do fo, even tho’ it 
be at the expence of an exprefs meffenger : I will 
gladly bear his charges, and even reward him too, 
fhould he bring me the news I wifh.---As for my 
felf, Iam well, if That, with any propriety, can 
be faid of a man, who lives in the utmoft fufpence 
and anxiety, under the apprehenfion of all the ac- 
| cidents 
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cidents which can poffibly befall the friend he 
moft tenderly loves.  Farewel. 


LETTER XVII. To Severus. 


Was obliged by my confular office to com- 
pliment the emperor * in the name of the re- 
public; but after I had performed that ceremony 
in the fenate in the ufual manner, and as fully as 
the time and place would allow, I thought it a- 
greeable to the affection of a good fubject, to en- 
large thofe general heads, and extend them into a 
complete difcourfe. My principal view in doing 
fo, was, to confirm the emperor in his virtues, by 
paying that tribute of applaufe to them which they 
fo juftly deferve ; and at the fame time to dire& 
future princes, not in the formal way of le&ure, 
but by 47s more engaging example, to thofe paths 
they muft purfue, if they would attain the fame 
heights of glory. To inftru& princes how to 
form their conduct, is a noble, but difficult tafk, 
and- may, perhaps, be efteemed a prefumption : 
but to applaud the character of an accomplifhed 
emperor, and to hold him out to pofterity, as a 
light to guide fucceeding monarchs, is a method 
equally ufeful, and much more modeft. It afford- 
ed me a very fingular pleafure when I recited this 
pane- 
a Trajan. 
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panegyric, that my friends gave me their com- 
pany, tho' I did not folicit them in the ufual form 
of circular billets, but only defired their atten- 
dance, if it would be agreeable to them, and they 
were entirely difengaged. You know the excufes 
which are generally made at Rome to avoid invi- 
tations of this kind; yet, tho’ the weather prov- 
ed extremely bad at that time, they attended the 
recital for two days together; and when I thought 
it would be unreafonable to detain them any long- 
er, they infifted upon my going thro' with it the 
next day. Shall I confider this as an honor paid to 
myfelf, or to polite literature? Rather let me 
fuppofe to the latter, which tho’ well-nigh extinct, 
feems to be now again reviving amongít us. 
Yet what was the fubject which raifed this uncom- 
mon attention? No other than what formerly, 
even in the fenate, where we were obliged to fubmit 
toit, we could not endure to hear, tho’ but for a 
few moments. But now, you fee, we have pa- 
tience to recite and attend to a topic of the fame 
nature for three days together: and the reafon of 
the difference is, not that we have more eloquence, 
but more liberty than formerly, and confequently 
write with more fpirit. It is an additional glory 
therefore to our prefent emperor, that this fort 
of harangues, which were once as odious as they 
were falfe, are now as pleafing as they are fin- 
cere. But it was not only the earneft attention 


of 


b 


Book II. -of PLINY. izes 
of my audience which afforded me pleafure; I 
was greatly delighted too with the juftnefs of 
their tafte: for I obferved, that the more ner- 
vous parts of my difcourfe gave them much fa- 
tisfaction. It is true, indeed, this work, which 
was written for the perufal of the world in ge- 
neral, was read only toa few; however, I would 
willingly look upon their particular judgment as 
an earneft of that of the public, and rejoice at 
their manly tafte as if it were univerfally fpread. 
It was in eloquence as in mufic, the vitiated ears 
of the audience introduced a depraved ftile; but 
now, I am inclined to hope, as a more refined 
judgment prevails in the public, our compofi- 
tions of both kinds will improve too; for thofe 
authors, whofe only view is to pleafe, will form 
their works upon the general tafte of the people. 
l imagine, however, in fubjects of this nature the 
florid ftile is moft proper; and am fo far from 
thinking that the gay coloring I have ufed, will 
be efteemed foreign and unnatural, that Iam moft 
apprehenfive that cenfure will fall upon thofe 
parts. where I have been moft plain and unorna- 
mented. Neverthelefs I fincerely wifh the time 
may come (and would to heaven it now were!) 
when the fmooth and lufcious manner which has 
infected our ftile, fhall give place, as it ought, to 
fevere and chatte compofition.— Thus I havegiven 
you an account how I have been employed thefe 

laft 
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laft three days, that your abfence might not en- 
tirely deprive you of a pleafure, which, from your 
friendfhip to me, and the part you take in every 
thing that concerns the intereft of learning, I know 
you would have received, if you had been pre- 
fent. Farewel. 


LETTER XIX. To Carvisius Rurus. 
Mutt have recourfe to you, as ufual, in an affair 
I which concerns my finances. An eftate is of- 
fered to be fold which lies contiguous to mine, and 
indeed is intermixed with it. ‘There are feveral - 
circum ftances which ftrongly incline me to this pur- 
chafeg as there are others no lefs weighty which 
deter me from it. The firft recommendation it has, 
is, the agreeablenefs of its joining to me ; the next, 
the advantage as well as the pleafure of being able 
to vifit it under one trouble and expence ; to have 
it looked after by the fame fteward, and cultivated 
almoft by the fame hufbandmen ; and to have on- 
ly one villa to maintain, as it will be fufficient to 
keep up the other juft in common repair. ltake 
into this account furniture, houfe-keepers, garden- 
ers, artificers, and all the apparatus that relates 
to the game, as it faves a very confiderable expence, 
when you are not obliged to keep them at more 
houfes than one. On the other hand, I don’t know 
whe- 
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whether it is prudent to venture fo much of one's 
property under the fame climate, and to the fame 
cafualties ; it feems a more fure method of guard- 
ing againít the caprices of fortune, to diftribute 
one's pofleffions into different fituations: befides, 
there is fomething extremely amufing in fhifting 
the fcene, and travelling from one eftate to ano- 
ther. But to mention the point of principal diffi- 
culty: the lands are rich, fertile, and well-watered, 
confifting chiefly of meadow-grounds, vineyards, 
and woods, the produce of which, tho' it is not 
very great, or very profitable, yet feldom fails: 
but then, to balance the advantages of foil, the 
prefent tenants have been extremely oppreffed. 
The perfon who was laft inpofieffion ufed frequent- 
ly to feize and fell their ftock, by which means, 
. tho’ he leffened the debt for the prefent, yet in the 
event he greatly impoverifhed the eftate, and the 
confequence was, that they were again in arrears. 
I fhall be obliged therefore to furnifh thefe honeft 
farmers with a new fupply of hands for tillage, 
which I muft be at the expence of buying, as there 
are none left upon the eítate, neither. have I any 
-bond-flaves * of my own. And now it remains 


only to inform you of the price, which is three 
Vor. I. M mil- 


a The Romans ufed to employ their criminals in the lower 
offices of hufbandry, fuch as ploughing, &c. Plin. H. N, 
l. 18. 5. 
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millions * of fefterces. It has been formerly fold 
for five * millions, but partly by the general cala- 
rity of the times, and partly by its being thus 
ftripped of laborers, the income of this eftate is 
reduced, and confequently its value. You will be 
inclined, perhaps, to enquire whether I can eafily 
raife the purchafe-money ? It is true, indeed, my 
eflate is chiefly in land, tho’ I have fome money 
placed out at intereft, but I can without difficul- 
ty borrow any fum I have occafion for. I have . 
always a fure refource in the purfe of my wife’s 
mother, which I can ufe with the fame freedom 
as my own; fo that you need not give yourfelf 
any trouble as to that article, if you fhould have 
no other objections, which I beg you would very 
maturely confider : for as in every thing elfe, fo 
particularly in matters of ceconomy, no man has 
more judgment and experience than yourfelf. 
Farewel. 


LETT BRA, To MAXIMUS, 


OU remember, no doubt, to have read 
what commotions were occafioned by the 
law which directs that the * elections of magi- 


ftrates 


» About 24,000 I. of our money. 

* About 40,0001. of our money. 

a The author of this law was one Gabinius, a tribune of 
the people, A. U. 614. It gave a very confiderable blow to 
the influence of the nobility, as in this way of balloting, E: 

cau 
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{trates fhall be by balloting, and how much the 
author of it was both approved and condemned. 
Yet this very law the fenate lately unanimoufly re- 
€eived; and upon the eleCtion-day, with one con- 
fent; called for the ballots. It muft be owned, the 
method by open votes had introduced into the fe- 
nate more riot and diforder than is feen even in the 
affemblies of the people ; all regularity in fpeak- 
ing, all decency of filence, all dignity of charac- 
ter was broke thro’; and it was univerfal diffo- 
nance and clamor: here, the feveral candidates run- 
ing from fide to fide with their patrons; there, a 
troop collected together in the middle of the fe- 
nate-houfe ; and, in fhort, the whole affembly di- 
vided into feparate parties, created the moft inde- 
cent confufion. Thus widely had we departed 
from the manners of our anceftors, who conduct- 
ed thefe elections with a calmnefs and regularity 
fuitable to the reverence which is due to the ma- 
jefty of the fenate. I have been informed by fome 
who remember thofe times, that the method ob- 
ferved in their affemblies was this: the name of 
the perfon who offered himfelf for any office being 
called over, a profound filence enfued, when im- 
mediately the candidate appeared, who after he 

[^ M 2 . had 


could not be difcovered on which fide the people gave their 
votes, and confequently took off that reftraint they before lay 


ander, by the fear of offending their fuperiors. 
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had fpoke for himfelf, and given an account to 
the fenate of his life and maners, called witneffes 
in fupport of his character. Thefe were, either the 
perfon under whom he had ferved in the army, . 
or to whom he had been Queeftor, or both, (if 
the cafe admitted of it) to whom he alfo joined 
íome of thofe friends who efpoufed his intereft. 
They delivered what they had to fay in his favor, 
in few words, but with great dignity : and this had 
far more influence than the modern method of 
humble folicitation. Sometimes the candidate 
would object either to the birth, or age, or cha- 
racter of his competitor; to which the fenate 
would liften with a fevere and impartial atten- 
tion: and thus was merit generally preferred to 
intereft. But corruption having abufed this wife 
inftitution of our anceftors, we were obliged to 
have recourfe to the way of balloting, -as the 
moft probably remedy for this evil. | The me- 
thod being new, and immediately put in pra- 
Gice, it anfwered the prefent purpofe very well; 
but, Lam afraid, in procefs of time it will intro- 
duce new inconveniencies ; as this manner of bal- 
loting feems to afford a fort of {creen to injuftice 
and partiality. . For how few are there who pre- 
ferve the fame delicacy: of ‘conduct in fecret, as 
when expofed to the view of the world? The. 
.truth is, the generality of mankind revere Fame, 
more than Conícience. But this, perhaps, may 


be 
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be pronouncing too haftily upon a future contin- 
gency : be it therefore as it may, we have in the 
mean while obtained by this method an election 
of fuch magiftrates as beft deferved the honor. 
For it was with us as with thofe fort of judges 
who are named upon the fpot, we were taken 
before we had time to be biaffed, and therefore 
determined impartially. 

I have given you this detail, not only asa piece 
of news; but becaufe lam glad to feize every 
opportunity of fpeaking of the republic; a fub- 
ject, which as we have fewer occafions of men- 
tioning than our anceítors, fo we ought to be 
more careful not to let any of them flip. In good 
earneft, I am tired with repeating over and over 
the fame compliments, How 4" ye do 2. and I bope 
yeu are well. Why íhould our letters for ever 
turn upon trivial and domeftic concerns? It is 
true, indeed, the direction of the public weal is 
in the hands of a fingle perfon, who, for the 
general good, takes upon himíelf folely. to eafe 
us of the care and weight of government ; but 
ftill that bountiful fource of power permits, by a 
very: generous difpenfation, fome ftreams to flow 
down to us: and of thefe we may not only tafte 
ourfelves ; but thus, as it were, adminiíter them 
“to our abfent friends. ~ Farewel. 
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LETTER XXI To Pnaiscus. 


I Have juft received an account of the death of 
poor Martial, which much concerns me. He 
was a man of an acute and lively genius, and his 
writings abound with an agreeable fpirit of wit and 
fatire, conducted at the fame time by great candor 
and good-nature. When he left Rome I made 
him a prefent to defray the charges of his journey, 
which I gave him, not only as a teftimony of my 
friendfhip, but in return for the verfes with which 
he had complimented me. It was the cuftom of 
the antients to diftinguifh thofe poets with honor- 
able and pecuniary rewards, who had celebrated 
particular perfons or cities in their verfes; but this 
generous practice, with every other that is fair and 
ere is now grown out of fafhion ; and in con- 
fequence of having ceafed to act laudably, we 
confider applaufe as an impertinent and worthlefs 
tribute. You will be defirous, perhaps, to fee the 
verfes which merited this acknowledgment from 
me; and I believe I can, from my memory, 
partly fatisfy your curiofity, without referring you 
to his works: but if you are pleafed with this fpe- 
cimen of them, you muft turn to his poems for 
the reft. He addrefíes himfelf to his mufe, whom 

he 
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he directs to go to my houfe upon the * E/guiZz ; 
but to approach me with refpect : 


Go, wanton mufe, but go with care, 
Nor meet, ill-tim’d, my Pliny’s ear, 
He, by fage Minerva taught, 

Gives the day to fludious thought, . 
And plans that eloquence divine, 

Which fhall to future ages fhine, | 
And rival, wond’rous Tully ! thine. 
Then, cautious, watch tbe vacant hour, 
When Bacchus reigns in all bis pow'r ; 
When crown'd with rofy chaplets gay, 
E'en rigid Catos read my lay 9. 


Do you not think that the poet who wrote in fuch 
terms of me, deferved fome friendly marks of 
my bounty ¢hen, and that he merits my forrow 
now ? For he gave me the moft he could, and it 
was want of power only, if his prefent was not 
more valuable. But to fay truth, what higher can 
be conferred on man than honor, and applaufe, and 
immortality? —And tho’ it fhould be granted, 
that his poems will not be immortal, ftill, no 
doubt, he compofed them upon the contrary 
fuppofition.  Farewel. | 


* One of the feven famous hills upon which Rome was 
- fituated. . 
> Mart. l. x. 19. 
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LETTER JI. To FABATUS. 


Y OU have long defired a vifit from your 
grand-daughter *and myfeli. Nothing, be 
affured, could be more agreeable to us both ; for 
we equally wifh to fee you, and are determined 
to delay that pleafure no longer. For this purpofe 
our baggage is actually making ready, and we 
are haftening to you with all the expedition the 
roads will permit. We shall ftop only once, and 

that 


* Calphurnia, Pliny's wife. - 
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that for a fhort time; intending to turn a little 
out of the way in order to go into Tufcany : not 
for the fake of looking upon our eftate, and into 
our family concerns, for that we could defer to 
another opportunity ; but to perform an indifpen- 
fible duty. There is a town near my eftate, called _ 
» Tifernum-upon-the-Tiber, which put it itfelf 
under my patronage when I was yet a youth. 
Thefe people enter extremely into my intereft, 
celebrate my arrival among them, exprefs the 
greateft concern when I leave them, and in fhort - 
eive every proof of an affection towards me as 
ftrong as it is undeferved. That I may return 
their good offices (for what generous mind can 
bear to be excelled in acts of friendfhip?) I have 
built a temple inthis place, at my own expence; 
and as it is finifhed, it would be a fort of impie- 
ty to omit the dedication of it any longer. We 
defign therefore, to be thereon the day that cere- 
mony is to be performed, and I have refolved to 
celebrate it with a general feaft. We may poffibly 
continue there all the next day, but we fhall 
make fo much the more expedition upon the 
road. May we have the happinefs to find you 
and your daughter in good health! as I am fure 
we fhall in good fpirits, if you fee us fafely ar- 
rived. .. Farewel. | 


LT. 
? Now Citta di Caftello. 
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LETTER ll To Cremens. 


R EGULUS has loft his fon; and it is per- 
| haps, the only undeferved misfortune which 
. could have befallen him; for I much doubt whe- 
ther he thinks it one. The boy was of a fpright- 
ly, but ambiguous turn ; however he feemed capa- 
ble enough of fteering right, if he could have 
avoided fplitting upon his father’s example. Regu- 
lus gave him his * freedom, in order to entitle him 
to the eftate left him by his mother; and when he 
got into poffeffion of it, endeavored (as the cha- 
racer of the man made it generally believed) to 
wheedle him out of it, by the moft fingular and in- 
decent complaifance. This perhaps, you will fcarce 
think credible; butif you confider Regulus, you 
will not be long of that opinion. However, he now 
expreffes his concern for the lofs of this youth in 
a moft outragious manner. ‘The boy had a great 
number of little coach and faddle horfes-; dogs of 
different forts, together with parrots, black-birds, 
and nightingales * in abundance: allthefe Regulus 

| flew 


a The Romans had an abfolute power over their children, 
of which no age or ftation of the latter deprived them. See 
Bs. Let. 18: nog,?. 

» This bird was much efteemed amongft nice eaters, and 


was fold at a high price. Horace mentions, as an inftance of 
| great 
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fiew * round the funeral pile of his fon, in the of- 
tentation of an affected grief. He jis vifited upon 
this occafion by a furprizing number of people, who 
tho’ they fecretly deteft and abhor him, yet are as 
affiduous in their attendance upon him, as if they 
were influenced by a principle of real efteem and 
affection ; or, to fpeak my fentiments in few words, 
they endeavor to recommend themielves to his fa- 
vor, by following his example. He is retired to his 
villa'crofs the Tiber ; where he has covered a vaft 


! 


x extent 


great extravagance, two brothers who ufed to dine upon 
them: 


Quinti progenies Arri, par nobile fratrum —— 
Lufcinias foliti impenfo prandere coemtas. — L. 2. Sat. 3. 


A noble pair of brothers ——— 

On nightingales of monitrous purchafe dined. 

Mr. FRANCISs. 

* From an unaccountable notion that prevailed among the 
antients, that the ghofts delighted in blood, it was cuftomary 
to kill a great number of beaits, and throw them on the fu- 
neral pile. In the more ignorant and barbarous ages, men 
were the unhappy victims of this horrid rite. Even the com- 
paffionaté /Eneas is reprefented by Virgil as practifing this 
cruel ceremony, at the funeral honors which he performed to 
the memory of the unfortunate Pallas. 


Sulmone creatos 
Quatuor hic juvenes, totidemque. quos educat. Ufens, 
Viventes rapit y inferias quos. immolat umbris, 


Captivoque rogi perfundat fanguine flammas. Jn. 10. 517. 


Four youths by Sulmo, four by Ufens bred, 

Unhappy vicums! deftin’d to the dead, 

He feiz'd alive, to offer on the pyre, 

And fprinkle with their blood the funeral fire. . Mr. Pi. 
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extent of ground with his porticos, and.crowded 
all the fhore with his ftatues: for he blends pro- 
digality with covetouínefs, and vain-glory with 
infamy. By his continuing there, he lays his vi- 
fitors under the great inconvenience of coming 
to him at this unwholfome feafon; and he feems 
to confider the trouble they put themfelves to, 
as a matter of confolation. He gives out, with 
his ufual abfurdity, that he defigns to marry. 
You muft expect therefore, to hear fhortly of the 
wedding of a man oppreft with forrow and years; 
that is, of one who marries both too foon and 
too late. Do you afk me why I conjecture thus? 
Certainly, not becaufe he affirms it himfelf (for 
never was there fo infamous a liar) but becaufe 
there is no doubt that Regulus will do every 
thing he ought not. Farewel. 


LETTER Ill. To ANTONINVS. 


HAT you have twice enjoyed the dignity 

of Conful, with a conduct equal to that of 

our moft illuftrious anceftors; that few, (your 
modefty will not fuffer me to fay none) ever have, 
or ever will come up to the integrity and wifdom 
of your Afiatic adminiftration; that in virtue, in 
authority, and even in years you are the firft of 
Romans; thefe, moft certainly, are fhining and 
noble parts of your character: neverthelefs, I 
own, 
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own, it is in your retired hours that I moft ad: 
mire you. To feafon the feverity of bufinefs with 
the fprightlinefs of wit, and to temper wifdom 
with politenefs, is as difficult as it is great: yet 
thefe uncommon qualities you have moft happily 
united in thofe wonderful charms, which not on- 
ly grace your converfation, but particularly di- 
ftinguifh your writings. Your lips, like the ve- 
nerable old man’s in * Homer, drop honey, nad 
one would imagine the bee had diffufed her 
fweetnefs over all you compofe. Thefe were the 
fentiments I had when I lately read your Greek 
epigrams and fatires, What elegance, what beau- 
ties fhine in this collection! how fweetly the 
numbers flow, and how exactly are they wrought 
up in the true fpirit of the antients! what a vein 
of wit runs thro’ every line, and how conform- 
able is the whole to the rules of juft criticifm ! 
I fancied I had got in my hands Callimachus or 
Herod, or, if poffible, fome poet even fuperior to 
thefe: tho' indeed, neither of thofe authors ex- 
celled, as you have, in both thofe fpecies of poetry. 
Is it poffible, that a Roman can write Greek in 
fo much'perfe&ion? I proteft I do not believe 
Athens herfelf can be more Attic. To own the 
truth, I cannot but envy Greece the honor of your 

pre- 


Hdverns avopsge, Atyyue TIvAtoy ayopnTns, 
Ts 44 TO YAWTONS [ACAITOS y AUXIOV pecy aU diy. Il. 1. 247. 


Experienc’d Neftor, in perfuafion fkill'd ; | 
Words fweet as honey from his lips diftill’d. Pore. 
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preference. And fince you can write thus ele- 
gantly in a foreign language, it is paft conjecture 
what you could have performed in your own. 
Farewel. 


LETTER IF. To Sossivs. 


Y HAVEavery fingular value for Calvifius Ne- 
pos; as indeed he is a man of indefatigable 
induftry, great eloquence, and (what I prefer to 
all the reft) of confummate integrity : he is he- 
phew to your friend and my gueft Calvifius. I 
beg therefore you would do him and his uncle the 
honor of making him one of the tribunes * of 
the foldiers. It will be an obligation to us at the 
fame time, as well as to Nepos, whom, I am per- 
fuaded, you will think equally deferving your 
favor. You have beftowed numberlefs good offi- 
ces upon many; but I will venture to fay, you 
never conferred one that was better placed than 
here; and few, perhaps, fo well. Farewel. 


LETTER V. To SPAnsus. 
T is faid, when > ZEfchynes at the requeft of 
the Rhodians, read to them one of his ora- 
tions, together with that which Demofthenes had 
com- 


a Their bufinefs was to decide all controverfies in the ar- 
my, to take care ofthe works and camp, &c. Their command 
laited but fix months. Kennet’s Antiq. 

9 See B. 2. Let. 3. 
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compofed upon the fame occafion, they were both 
received with the loudeft applauíe. Jam not fur- 
prized that the harangues ot fuch excellent ora- 
tors fhould be thus warmly admired, when I 
confider, that even an oration oí mine, which I 
lately recited before a very learned audience, was 
heard with equal earneftnefs and approbation, for 
two days fucceffively : yet there was not the plea- 
fure which arifes from a contention between two 
rival pieces, to awaken their attention. The Rho- 
dians, befides the particular merit of the orations, 
had the entertainment of comparing them toge- 
ther, to excite their curiofity; but mine had the 
good fortune to pleafe, tho’ deftitute of that en- 
livening recommendation ; whether defervedly or 
not, you will judge, when you read the perfor- 
mance; the extent of which will not permit me 
to introduce it to you with a longer preface. I 
mutt therefore fhorten my letter, in order to re- 
concile you the better to the length of the fpeech 
that attends it; which however, I have not en- 
larged beyond the bounds my fubje& requires. 
Farewel. | 


LETTER VL To Naso. 


Storm of hail, I am informed has deftroyed 

A ali the produce of my eítate in Tufcany ; 
while that which I have on the other fide the Po, . 
tho’ 
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tho’ it has proved extremely fruitful this feafon, 
yet from the exceflive cheapnefs of every thing, 
turns to {mall account. Laurentinum is the fingle 
poffeffion ‘which yields me any advantage. I 
have nothing there, indeed, but a houfe and gar- 
dens; all the reft is barren fands ; {till however, 
my beft productions rife at Laurentinum. It is 
there I cultivate, if not my lands, at leaít my 
mind, and form many a compofition. As in 
other places I can fhew you full barns ; fo there I 
can entertain you with good ftore of the literary 
kind. Let me advife you then, if you wifh for 
a never-failing revenue, to purchafe fomething 
upon this contemplative coaft. Farewel. 


LETTER VII. To Lzerbvs. 


Have often told you that Regulus is a man of 

fpirit: whatever he engages in, he is fure to 
execute in a moft extraordinary manner, He 
chofe lately to be extremely concerned for the lofs - 
of his fon : accordingly he mourned for him in a 
way which no man ever mourned before. He 
‘took it into his head that he would have feveral 
ftatues and reprefentations of him: immediately | 
all the artizans in Rome are fet to work. Colors, 
wax, brafs, filver, ivory, marble, all exhibit the 
figure of young Regulus. Not long ago he read, 

Vou. I. ON before 
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before a numerous audience, a panegyric upon the 
life of his fon: a large book upon the life of a 
boy! then a thoufand tranfcribers were employed 
to copy this curious anecdote, which he difperfed 
all over the empire. He wrote likewife a fort of 
circular letter to the feveral ^ Decurii, to defire 
they would choofe out one of their order who had 
a ftrong clear voice, to read this eulogy to the 
people ; and I am informed it has been done accord- 
ingly. Had this fpirit (or whatever elfe you will 
call an earneftnefs in executing all one undertakes) 
been rightly applied, what infinite good might it 
have produced! The misfortune is, this active 
caít.is generally ftrongeft in men of vicious cha- 
racters: for as ignorance begets rafhnefs, and know- 
ledge infpires caution; fo modefty is apt to deprefs 
and weaken the great and well-formed genius, 
whilft boldnefs fupports and ftrengthens low and 
little minds. Regulus is a ftrong proof of the 
truth of this obfervation: he has a weak voice, 
an auk ward addrefs, a thick fpeech, a flow imagi- 
nation, and no memory ; in a word, he has nothing; 
but an extragavant genius: and yet by the affift- 
ance of this flighty turn and much impudence, he 
paffes with many for a finifhed'orator. Heren- 


nius 


. * See B. t. Let 8. in not, 
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nius Senecio.reverfed ^ Cato's definition of an ora- 
tor; and applied it with great juftnefs to Regulus : 
An orator; aid he, is a bad man unftiled in 

N 2 | the 


* Cato, as we learn from Nonius, compofed a treatife up. 
on rhetoric, for the ufe of hisfon, wherein he defined an ora- 
tor to be, a good man, Jfrilledin the art of fpeaking, The ju- 
dicious Quinétilian has embraced this notion, and employs a 
whole chapter to prove that,-** None büt a good man can be 
** an orator ;** for want of virtue is, in this excellent critic’s 
eftimation, want of genius: noble fentiments and unworthy 
a&ions, can never, he maintains, refide in the fame bofom : iz 
eodem pectore mullum eff honefium turpiumque confortium. Inft. 
Orat. 1. 12. €. t. Longinus eftablifhes the fame principle; as 
it indeed prevails in general throughout the antients, which 
they extend notonly to oratory, büt poetry and all the fine arts. 
A modern author (whom future ages will mention with the beft 
of the antients) has adopted this opinion, and illuitrated it in 
feveral parts of his inimitable writings : ** Knavery, fays that 
** noble writer, is mere diffonance and difproportion ; and tho’ 
** villains may have ftrong tones, and natural capacities of 

action ; "tis impoflible that true judgmext and ingenuity fhould 
refide, where harmony and Zoze//y have no being.---Thus 
the fenfe of inward numbers, the knowledge and pra@ice of 
focial virtues, and thé familiarity and favor of the moral. 

graces, are eflential to the character of a deferving artift, 
** and juft favorite of the mufes. Thus are the arts and virtues 
**. mutually friends; and the fcience of Virtuofis, and that 
és of virtue itfelf, become, in a manner, one and the fame.” 
[Chara&teriftics, vol. 1. p. 208, 338.]} Virtue, no doubt, is 
the higheft good fenfe, and all deviations from moral rectitude 
are fo many falíe reafonings. Still it muft be owned and re- 
gretted, that great parts have too often been found united 
with great deficiencies of the moval kind, to make the reality 
of that character either improbable or uncommon. Experi- 
ence will force us to give credit to hiftory in this cafe, rather 
than philofophy, and oblige us to acknowledge there is np- 
thing inconfiftent in what the elegant Paterculus fays of Cu. 
tio, whom he reprefents as, ingeniofifime neyuam, © facundus 
wiclo publico: *'moftingenioufly wicked, and eloquent to the 
* defiruction of his country.”  Paterc. Hit. Ll z. 48. 
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the.art of fpeaking. And, in good earneft, Cato's 
" definition is not a more exact defcription of a true 
orator, than Senecio’s is of the character of this 
man. Would you make a fuitable return to this 
letter? let meknow if you, or any of my friends 
in your town have withan airof pleafantry mouth- 
ed (as Demofthenes calls it) this melancholy piece 
to the people, like a ftroller in the market-place. 
For fo abfurd a performance muft move rather 
Jaughter than compaffion: and indeed the com- 
pofition is as puerile as the fubject. — Farewel. 


LE ETTER VII. To ARRIANUS. 


Y advancement to the dignity of Augur, 
M is indeed an honor that juftly merits 
the congratulation you give me; notonly asit 
is highly glorious to receive, even in the flight- 
eft inftances, a teftimony of the approbation of fo 
wife and judicious a prince; but as it is alfo an 
antient and facred inftitution, which has this high 
and peculiar privilege annexed to it, that itis for 
"life; Other facerdotal honors, tho’ they may, 


per- 


a Their bufinefs was to interpret dreams, oracles, prodi- 


_ gies, &c. and to foretel whether any ation fhould be fortunate, . 


or prejudicial to particular períons, or to the whole common- 
wealth. -Upon this account they very often occafioned the dif- 
placing of magiftrates, the deferring of public afiemblies, &c. 
Kennet’s Rom. Antig. p. 67. 

^ See B. 2: Let. 1. in noe 
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perhaps, equal this in dignity, yet as they are 
given, fo they may be taken away : but fortune 
has no farther power over ¢his, than to beftow it. 
— What recommends this dignity to me ftill more, 
is, that I have the honor to fucceed fo illuftrious 
a perfon as Julius Frontinus. He for many years, 
upon the nomination-day of proper perfons to be 
received into the facred college, conftantly pro- | 
pofed me, as if he had a view to my being his 
fucceffor ; and fince it has actually proved fo in 
the event, I am willing to look upon itas fome- | 
thing more than accident. But the circumftance, 
it feems, that moft pleafes you in this affair, is, 
that Tully enjoy'd the fame poft; and. you re- 
joice (you tell me) to find that I follow his fteps 
as clofely in the paths of honor, as I endeavor to 
do in thofe of eloquence. I with, indeed, as I 
had the advantage to be admitted earlier into the 
facred college, and: confular office than Cicero, 
fo I might, in my more advanced years, catch 
fome fpark, at leaft, of his divine genius! The 
former, asit isin the gift of man, may happen 
to me and to many ; but the latter is an attain- 
ment much too high for. my hopes, and in the 
difpofal of heaven alone. Farewel, 


N34. BETTER 
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LETTER IX. To Ursus. 


7 E have been engaged for feveral days paft 
inthe caufe of Julius Baffus, a man grown 
familiar with misfortunes; and rendered confpicu- 
ous by a feries of calamities. Inthe reign of Vef- 
pafian, two private perfons informed againft him, 
and the affair being referred to the fenate, it de- 
pended there a confiderable time, when at laft he 
was honorably acquitted.. During the time of Ti- 
tus, he was under continual apprehenfions of his 
refentment, as being known to favor the interefts 
of Domitian: yet when the emperor afcended the 
throne; Baffus was exiled ; but afterwatds recalled 
by Nerva. Having obtained the Proconfulfhip 
of Bithynia, he was at his return from thencé 
accufed of bribery and extortion; and as he was 
iprofecuted with warmth, he was defended with 
vigor. The fentiments of the fenate were greatly 
divided, however the majority were on the moft 
favorable fide. Pomponius Rufus, a perfon of creat 
{pirit and vivacity, was counfel againft him. He 
was feconded by Theophanes, one of the deputies 
from the province, and, indeed, the chief pro- 
moter and inflamer of this profecution. I *began 
the reply; for Bafíus infifted that the foundation 
of his defence fhould be laid by me. He defired 
me 
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me to reprefent the confideration that was due to 
- his illuftrious birth, and to the dangers he had un- 
dergone; that his accufers were informers by pro- 
feffion, who reaped confiderable advantage by their 
* trade ; and to d:fplay the true reafons which ren- 
dered him odious to the feditious, and particular- 
ly to "Theophanes; but above all, to confute the 
principal charge that was brought againft him : 
for in all the reft, however grievous the accufa- 
tion might appear, he not only deferved to be ac- 
quitted, but highly commended. ‘The great dif- 
ficulty of the cafe was, that, in the fimplicity of 
his heart, he had incautioufly received the gifts 
which fome of his friends in the province (for he 
had been among them before as Queeftor) thought 
proper to fend him. This, which his accufers - 
called rapine and extortion, Baffus juftified under 
the notion of prefents. But then the laws exprefs- 
ly forbid perfons in his ftation, to receive any 
prefents whatfoever. Now what method: of de- 
fence fhouid I ftrike into upon this occafion ? If 
I denied the fact, I was afraid it would look like 
a tacit confeffion that it was actually extortion; 
befides, to difown. what was fo notorious, would 
be to heighten rather than to extenuate the charge. 
! N 4 And, 


* Informers had a fourth part of the efeéts of the per(ons 
£onvicted, 
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And, indeed, he had put that out of the power 
of his counfel, if they had thought it proper; for 
he had acknowledged to feveral perfons, and par- 
ticularly to the emperor, that he had received and 
. returned a few flight prefents upon his birth-day, 
and at the feaft of the » Saturnalia. "Should I 
apply to the clemency of thefenate? "That would 
be ruining my client at once, by confefling the 
nature of his offence was fuch, that there was no 
other way of faving him. Should I then juftify 
the fac? But in fo doing I fhould have injured 
my own character, without rendering any fervice 
to Baífus. Under thefe difficulties I thought it 
would be beft to fteer a middle courfe; and I flat- 
ter myfelf I happily hit upon it. But night coming 
on feparated, as ufual, the combatants. I had fpoke 
for three hours and a half, fo that I had ftill an 
hour and half remaining. For the law having al- 
lowed fix hours to the plaintiff, and nine to the 
defendant, Baffus had fo divided, this portion of 
time between me and the advocate who was to 
fpeak after me, that I had five hours, and he the 
ref. But perceiving my fpeech had made a fa- 
vorable impreffion upon the fenate, I thought it 
would be moft advifable to add nothing more; - 
for it is not prudent, you know, to pufh one's 
) - fuccefs 


^ Celebrated in honor of Saturn; at which time it was 
cultomary for friends to fend prefents to one another. 
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fuccefs too far. Befides, I. was apprehenfive I 
Íhould not have ftrength to renew the defence the 
next day, as it is much eafier to go on without 
intermiffion, than to begin again after having reft- 
. ed. There was yet another confideration which 
bad great weight with me: I was afraid that as 
the difcontinuance of my fpeech would abate my 
. own ardor; fo the refumption of it might prove 
tirefome to my hearers. When an harangue is 
carried on in one continued courfe, the fpeaker 
beft keeps up his own fire, and the attention of 
the audience, both which are apt to cool and grow 
languid’ upon a remifüon: juft as a continued 
motion preferves the light of a torch, which when 
once it is extinct, is not eafily re-inflamed. But 
 Daffus, almoít with tears in his eyes, earneftly 
prefied me to go on with his defence for the re- 
mainder of the time; which I accordingly com- 
plied with, preferring his intereft to my own. 
And the event proved extremely. favorable ; for 
I found the attention of the fenate as frefh and 
lively as if it had been rather animated, than fa- 
tigued by the former part of my fpeech. I was 
feconded by Luccius Albinus, who entered fo 
thoroughly into my reafoning, that qur fpeeches, 
whilft they had the variety of different and diftinct 
. orations, had the connection and uniformity of one 
entire harangue. Herennius Pollio replied to us 
with great fpirit and folidity : and after him Theo- 

phanes 
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phanes fpoke again: in this, as in every thing 
elfe, difcovering his uncommon affurance, by 
prefuming to take up the time of the fenate after 
two fuch eloquent perfons, and of confular digni- 
ty, * had fpoke before him. He continued haran- 
suing till evening, and even beyond it; for they 
called for lights. The next day Titius Homulus, 
and Fronto fpoke glorioufly in behalf of Baffus. 
The fourth day was employed in examining the 
proofs. Bzbius Macer, the conful elect, declar- 
ed Baffus guilty, within the exprefs words of the 
law relating to bribery and extortion. Caepio Hifpo 
was of opinion, that, without affecting his dig- 
nity, the cafe fhould be refer'd to the ordinary 
judges: and both their fentiments were founded 

in reafon. You will wonder how that can be, fince 
they were fo extremely different. But you will 
obferve that Macer, who confidered the mere let- 
ter of the law, might very reafonably condemn 
him, when it appeared he had taken prefents cons 
trary to the exprefs prohibition of that law. On 
the other hand, Cepio fuppofing that the fenate 
had a power (as undoubtedly it has) to moderate 
or 


» The two perfons here meant are Herennius Pollio, and 
Pomponius Rufus, mentioned above, who pleaded againft Baf- 
fus, on the fame fide with Theophanes. Some critics indeed, 
fuppofe Pliny includes himfelf; but the contrary feems plain 
from the context. See Maflon. vit. Plin. 119. 
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or extend the rigor of the laws, might upon very” 
good grounds think this a cafe worthy of their 
clemency, as being (tho’ indeed contrary to the 
expreis letter of the law, yet) not unfrequently 
practifed. The motion of Czpio prevailed, and 
when he rofe up to give the reafons for his vote, 
the fartie’ séclafaatious attended him, as ufually 
follow an approved fpeech. You will eafily judge 
therefore, how great the applaufe was after he had 
fpoke, when he received fuch unufual ones be- 
fore he began. I find the fentiments of thofe- 
without doors, as well as in the houfe, are divi- 
ded into two parties: they who approve of Cz- 
pio '5 yote, condemn Macer’s as fevere and hard : 
on the contrary, the partizans of Macer’s opini- 
on, treat the other as too mild and indeed incon- 
fiftent. They affert, it is highly abfurd to fend 
a man to be tried before the ordinary judges, and 
yet fuffer him to retain his feat in the fenate. I 
fhould have told you that there was befides thofe 
I have mentioned, a third opinion. Valerius 
Paulinus, who joined in fentiments with Czpio; 
was for adding farther, that the fenate fhould 
proceed againft Theophanes, after he had finifh- 
ed his commiffion .as deputy from the province, 
For he iüfifted, that Theophanes in the courfe 
of his accufation, had been guilty of feveral 
things which fell within the prohibition of this 
very law; upon which he grounded his informa- 
tion 
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tion againft Baffus. But tho’ this propofal was 

in general highly approved by the fenate, yet the 

confuls thought proper to drop it: Paulinus, 

however, had the full credit of fo honeft and 

bold a motion. At the breaking up of the houfe, 

Baffus was received by great crowds of people 
with the higheft demonftrations of joy, and the 
loudeft acclamations. This new difficulty which 

he had fallen into, had recalled the remembrance 

of his former troubles; and a name which had 

never been mentioned but in conjunétion with 

fome misfortune, together with the appearance of 
a fine perfon broken with forrow and age, had 

raifed a general compaffion towards him.—You 

may look upon this letter as the fore-runner of 
my fpeech, which, full and copious as it is, I 
fhall fend you at large ; but you muft not expe& 
it foon ; for it is a fubje& of too much impor- 

tance to be revifed in hafte.  Farewel. 


LETTER X. To Sazinus. 


7 OUR letter informs me, that Sabina, who 
appointed you and me her heirs, tho’ fhe has 

no where exprefly directed that Modeftus fhall 
have his freedom, yet has left him a legacy in the 
following words ; eive, €2c.--to Modeftus, whom I 
have 
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have ordered to be made free: upon. which you de- 
fire my fentiments. I have confulted upon this 

occafion with the moft learned lawyers, and they 
all agree Modeftus is not entitled to his liberty, 
fince it is not exprefly given, and confequently that 
the legacy is void, as being devifed to a ? ílave. 
But it appears plainly to be a miftake in the tefta- 
trix; and therefore, I think we ought to act in 
this cafe as if Sabina had directed in fo many 
words, what it is clear fhe imagined fhe had. I 
am perfuaded you will join with me in thefe fen- 
timents, who fo religioufly-regard the will of the. 
dead ; which indeed, where it can be difcovered, 
will always be /aw to an honeft mind. Honor is to 
you and me as {trong an obligation, as neceffity to 

others.. Let Modeftus then enjoy his freedom and 
his legacy in as full a manner, as if Sabina had 
obferved all the requifite forms: as indeed they 
effectually do, who choofe their heirs with dif- 

cretion. . Farewel, 


LETTER XI. To MINUTIANUS, 


QU have fcarce, I imagine, yet heard (for 
the news is but juft arrived) that Licinianus 
profeffes rhetoric in Sicily. This unfortunate per- 


fon, who lately enjoyed the dignity of Prztor, 
and 


* A flave was incapable of property, and therefore what. 
ever he acquired was for the benefit of his matter. 
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andiwas efteemed the moft eloquent of our ad- 
vocates; is now fallen from a fenator to an exile; 
from an orator to a teacher of rhetoric. Lici- 
nianus himfelf took notice of this fad change; 
in a ftrong pathetic fpeech which he made at 
the opening of his fchool. Ob fortune, {aid he; 
bow capricionfly doft thou fport with mankind! 
Thou makeft vbetoriciams of fenators, and fenators 
of rhetoricians! a íarcaím fo full of gall*; that-one 
might almoft imagine he fixed upon this profef: 
fion merely for the fake of an opportunity of 
applying it. Being dreffed, when he firft appear- 
ed in the chair, after the Grecian fafhion (for exiles 
are not permitted to wear the Roman gown) Z/zs; 
fays he, looking upon his habit, J am going to 
declaim in Latin! You wil fay, perhaps, this 
fituation, wretched and deplorable as it is, is 
what he well deferves for having thrown fo vile 
a ftain upon his profeffion by his abominable 
lewdnefs. It is true, indeed, he confeffed the 
crime with which he was charged; but whether 
it was from a confcioufnefs of his guilt; or from 
an apprehenfion of worfe confequences if he denied 
it, is not clear ; for Domitian's vengeance gene- 
taly raged with the greateft fury, where his evi- 
dence failed him moft. That emperor had deter- 

| mined 


* See B. 3. let. 9. note *, 
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mined that Cornelia Maximilla, one of the veftal 
*' virgins, fhould be buried alive, from an extra- 
vagant notion that thofe kind of exemplary feve- 
rities did honor to his reign. Accordingly in 
the character of high-prieft, or rather indeed in 
that of a lawlefs and cruel tyrant, he convened 
the facred college, not in the pontifical court where 
they ufually áffemble, but at his villa near Alba; 
and there (by a fentence no lefs wicked, as it was 
paffed when fhe was not prefent to defend herfelf, 
than as it was the effect of paffion and revenge,) 
he condemned her of having violated her veftal 
vow. Yet he himfelf had been guilty, not only 
of debauching his brother's daughter, but was 
alfo acceffary to her death: for that lady being a 
widow, in order to conceal her fhame, endeavor- 
ed to procure an abortion, and by that means loft 

| her 


* « Their office was to attend upon the rites of Vefta, the 
** chief part of which was the prefervation of the holy fire. 
** If this fire happened to go out, it was thought impiety to 
‘© light it at any common flame, but they made ufe of the pure 
and unpolluted rays of the fun for that purpofe. "There 
were other holy things under their care, of which.we have 
very uncertain accounts. The chief rules preferibed them 
** were, to vow the ftricteft chaftity for the fpace of 3o years. 
After this tezm was completed, they had liberty to leave the 
* order. If they’broke their vow of virginity, they were bu- 
** ried alive in a place alloted to that peculiar ufe.”” Kennet's 
Antiq. heir character for fanétity was fo great, that Livy 
mentions two of thofe virgins having violated their vows, ast 
prodigy that threatned deftruction to the Roman fate. L. 22 
&: 57- And Suetonius informs us, that Auguftus had fo high an 
opinion of this religious pes that he intrufted the care of hig 
will with fix of thefe veftals. Suet. in vit Aug: 
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her life. However; the priefts were directed to 
fee the fentence immediately performed upon Cor- 


nelia. As they were leading her to the place of , 


execution, fhe called upon Vefta, and the reft of 
the Gods, to atteft her virtue; and amongft other 
exclamations, frequently cried out, Js it poffible 
that Cafar can think me polluted, under the in- 
fluence of whofe facred funttions be bas conquered 
and iriumpbed ? Whether fhe faid this in flat- 
tery or derifion; whether it proceeded from a 
confcioufnefs of her innocence, or contempt of the 
emperor, is not certain *; but fhe continued ex- 
claiming in this manner, till fhe came to the place 
of execution, to which fhe was led at leaft like a 
criminal, tho’ perhaps not really one. As fhe was 
going down into the fubterraneous cavern, her 
gown hung upon fomething in the way, upon which 
turning back to difengage it, the executioner offer- 
ed her his hand, which fhe refufed with fome hor- 
ror, as if fhe could not touch it without impurity. 
Thus flie preferved the appearance of a confum- 
mate chaftity to the concluding fcene of her life, 


« * And ber laft care was decently to fail." 


Celer likewife, a Roman knight, who was accufed 
of 


* It was ufual with Domitian to triumph not only without 
2 victory, but even after a defeat. 
* Euripides in his tragedy of Hecuba. 
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of being her gallant, during the whole time his 
fentence * was executing upon him, in the fquare 
near the fenate-houfe, perfifted in faying, “hat 
crime bave I been guilty of ? I have been guilty of 
none.  lhefe profeffions of innocency had fixed 
upon the character of Domitian the imputation of 
cruelty and injuftice, and therefore extremely ex- 
afperated him. — Licinianus then, being feized by 
the emperor’s orders for having carried off a 
a freed- woman of Cornelia’s to one of his feats, was 
advifed, by the perfons who had the cuftody of 
him, to confefs the fact; if he hoped to obtain | 
favor, and avoid the lait punifhment ; which he 
accordingly did. Herennius Senecio fpoke for 
him in his abfence, fomething in that abrupt 
manner which Antilochus in > Homer relates the 
death of Patroclus : Dead zs Patroclus !. Inftead of 
an advocate, faid he, I muff turn informer: Lict- 
nianus is fied! This news was fo agreeable to 
Domitian, that he could not forbear betraying 
his fatisfaction: Then, fays he, bas Licimianus ac- 
quitted us of injuftice in this charge, but we will 
‘Vou. I. O not 


2 The punifhment infi&ted upon the violators of veftal cha- 
ftity, was, to be fcourged to death. 
» Il. Lib. 18. v. 20. Antilochus appears 
And tells the melancholy tale with tears ; 
Sad tidings, fon of Peleus, thou mufl bear, 
And wretched I, th’ unwilling meffenger ! 
Dead is Patroclus ! Pope. 
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not urge his confufion too far. Ue accordingly 
permitted him to carry off fuch of his effeéts as 
he could fecure before they were feized for the 
ufe of the public, and made his banifhment eafy, 
as a fort of reward for the complaifance of this 
voluntary confeffion. — Licinianus was afterwards, 
by the clemency of the emperor Nerva, permit- 
ted to fix in Sicily, where he now profeffes rhe- 
toric, and inveighs againft the caprices of for- 
tune.— You fee how obedient I am to your com- 
mands, by fending you a circumftantial detail 
of foreign as well as domeftic news. I imagin- 
ed, indeed, as you were abfent when this tranf- 
action happened, that you had ‘heared only in 
general that Licinianus was banifhed upon account 
of his lewdnefs. For fame ufually makes her re- 
port in general terms, without, relating particu- 
lar circumftances. I think I deferve in return a 
full account of all that happens in your town and 
its neighborhood ; for fometimes, no doubt, oc- 
currences arife there worth relating ; however, 
write any thing, provided you fend me a letter 
as long as mine. But I give you notice, I will 
abate nothing in this demand, and I fhall not 
only number the fides; but even the very lines 
and fyllables. Farewel. 
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LETTER XIL $1? ARRIANUS. 


KNOW you love Marcellinus ; as indeed you 

A have frequently mentioned him to me with 
approbation; but he will rife ftill higher in your 
affection when I inform you of the honorable part 
he has lately acted. When he went Quazftor into 
one of the provinces, the perfon to whofe lot it 
fell to attend him as fecretary, happening to die 
before his falary became due, Marcellinus had too 
much honor to think.he had. a right of applying 
the fum which the public had appointed for that 
purpofe, to his own ufe. At his return therefore 
he applied to Czefar; who conferred the confidera- 
tion of what fhould be done with this money, to 
the fenate. It was a queftion indeed of no great 
importance ; however a queítion it was. The 
heirs of the fecretary claimed it for themfelves; 
and the commiffioners of the treafury for the 
public. The caufe was tried, and. counfel were 
heared, who fpoke extremely well on both fides, 
Czcilius Strabo was of opinion that the public 
had a right to this fum. Bzbius Macer gave it 
for the heirs : but it was determined agreeably to 
the fentiments of the former. You will, l am per- 
fuaded, take the firft opportunity, as I did my- 
felf, of expreffing your approbation to Marcelli- 
nus of this action ; for tho' indeed it is abundant- 
O 2 ly 
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ly fufficient that he has received the applaufe of 
the emperor and the fenate, yet the addition of 
yours will be a very confiderable fatisfaction to 
him. Thofe who are actuated by a fenfe of fame; 
are fond of praife, even tho’ it comes from their 
inferiors ; but Marcellinus has fo high an efteem 
of you, as to be particularly defirous to approve 
himfelf to your judgment. To which let me add, 
it will heighten his pleafure when he finds, that 
the fame of this action. has travelled fo far as to 
have reached you. For I know not how it is, 
mankind are generally more pleafed with an ex- 
tenfive than even a great reputation. . Farewel. 


LETTER XIII To Cornerivs Tacitus. 


Rejoice that you are fafely arrived in Rome; 
for tho’ I am always defirous to fee you, I am | 
more particularly fo now. I purpofe to continue. 
a few days longer at my houfe at Tufculum, in 
order to finifh a work which I have upon my 
hands. For I am afraid, fhould I puta ftop to 
this defigh now that it is fo nearly completed, I 
fhall find it difficult to refüme it. In the mean 
while, that I may lofe no time, I fend this letter. 
before me to requeft a favor of you, which I hope 
fhortly to afk in perfon. But before I inform you 
what my requeft is, I muft let you into the occa- 
| " fion 
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fion of it. Being lately at Comum, the place of 
my nativity, a young lad, fonto one of my neigh- 
bors, made me a vifit. I afked him whether he 
ftudied oratory, and where? he told me he did, 
and at ^ Mediolanum. And why not here?  Be- 
caufe, (faid his father, who came with him) we 
have no profeffors. ** No! faid I, furely it near- 
** |y concerns you who are fathers (and very op- 
** portunely feveral of the company were fo) that 
* your fons fhould receive their education here, 
* rather than any where elfe. For where can 
* they be placed more agreeably than in their 
* own country, or inftructed with more fafety 
** and lefs expence than at home and under the 
* eye of their parents? Upon what very eafy 
* terms might you, by a general contribution, 
« procure proper matters, if you would only ap- 
* ply towards the raifing a falary for them, the 
* extraordinary expence it cofts you for your 
** fons journies, lodgings, and whatever elfe you 
** pay for upon account of their being abroad; 
** as pay indeed you mutt in fuch a cafe for every 
* thing. Tho’ I have no children myfelf,. yet I 
** fhall willingly contribute to a defign fo bene- 
** ficial (to what I look upon as a child, or a pa- 
* rent) my country; and therefore I will ad- 
** vance a third part of any fum you fhall think 
** proper to raife for. this purpofe. I would take 

| E * upon 


* Milan. - 
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upon myfelf the whole expence, were Í not ap- 
prehenfive that my benefaction might hereafter 


be abufed and perverted to private ends; as I. 
have obferved to be the cafe in feveral places: 


where public foundations of this nature have 
been eítablifhed.. ‘The fingle means to prevent 
this mifchief is, to leave the choice of the pro- 
feflors entirely in the breaft of the parents, 
who will be fo much the more careful to de- 
termine properly, as they fhall be obliged to 
fhare the expence of maintaining them. For 
tho’ they. may be carclefs in difpofing of ano- 


ther’s bounty, they will certainly be cautious 


how they apply their own ; and will fee that 
none but thofe who deferve it fhall receive my 
money, when they mult at the fame time re- 
ceive theirs too. Let my example then en- 
courage you to unite heartily in this ufeful de- 
fign; and be affured the greater the fum my 
fhare fhall amount to, the more agreeable it 
wil be to me. You can undertake nothing 
that will be more advantageous to your chil- 
dren, nor more acceptable to your country. 
They will by this means receive their educa- 
tion where they receive their birth, and be ac- 
cuftomed from their infancy to inhabit and 
affect their native foil. May you be able to 
procure profeflors of fuch diftinguithed abi- 
lities, that the neighboring towns fhall be glad 

d « to 
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** to draw their learning from hence ; and as you 
** now fend your children to foreigners for edu- 
* cation, may foreigners in their turn flock hi- 
“¢ ther for their inftruction.” 

1 thought proper thus to lay open to you the 
rife of this affair, that you might be the more 
fenfible how agreeable it will be to me, if you 
undertake the office I requeft. I intreat you 
. therefore, with all the earneftnefs a matter of fo 
much importance deferves, to look out, a- 
mongft the great numbers of men of letters 
which the reputation of your genius brings to 
you, proper perfons to whom we may apply for 
this purpofe; but without entering into any 
agreement with them on my part. For I would 
leave it entirely free to the parents to judge and 
choofe as they fhall fee proper: all the fhare I 
pretend to claim is, that of contributing my care 
and my money. If therefore any one fhall be 
found who thinks himfelf qualified for the under- 
taking, he may repair thither; but without re- 
lying upon any thing but his merit. Farewel. 


LETITER XIV. To PATERNUS. 


oration; but Iam going to put into your 
hands, as a moft delicate curiofity, fome of my : 
poetical amufements. You will receive then with 
| O 4 | this 


Y OU expect, perhaps, as ufual, fome grave 
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this letter a collection of my verfes, which I 
wrote to while away an idle hour upon the road, 
in the bath, or at table. They were compofed 
upon different occafions, as I found myfclf in a 


gay, an amorous, a melancholy, or fatyrical hu-. 


mor; and accordingly the ftile is fometimes ele- 
vated, and fometimes fimple. I endeavored by 
this variety to hit different taftes; as fome things 
may be found in them, perhaps, of general re- 
lifh. If you fhould meet with any paflages which 
may feem too free, your reading will fupply you 
with my apology, in the example of thofe great 
and venerable names who have gone before me 
in the fame kind of writing, who without fcruple 
have employed not only the warmeft defcrip- 
tions, but the plaineftterms. This, however, is 
a liberty I have not allowed myfelf; not as pre- 
tending to more feverity (for why fhould I?) but 


becaufe, in truth, I have lefs courage. Never-~ 


thelefs, I entirely approve of the rule which Ca- 
tullus lays down for this kind of compofitions : 


Let the poet's conduit be 
Free from wanton levity: 
Net fo bis mufe--her fportive lay 
Pleafes mofl, when moft fhe’s gay. 


You 
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You mutt look upon it as an inftance of the great 
value I fet upon your judgment, that I venture 
to fubmit the whole to your examination, rather 
than felect out of them fome of the more finifhed 
pieces for your approbation. Indeed in this kind 
of mifcellaneous collections, what would pafs off 
well enough if they were viewed feparately, lofe 
all their advantage, by appearing in better com- 
pany. Buta fenfible and difcerning reader ought 
not to compare pieces of diftin&t forts with one 
another, but examine each performance apart, 
and if it is perfec in its kind, not condemn it 
becaufe it falls fhort of the beauties of fome others 
of a different nature. But I will fay nothing 
more of them; for to attempt to excufe or re- 
commend this idle bufinefs by a long preface, 
would be adding one folly to another. I will 
only therefore premife farther, that I defign to 
give thefe trifles the title of * Hendecafyllables, in 
allufion to the meafure in which the verfes are 
compofed. Call them, if you think proper, 
Epigrams, Eclogues, or (as many others have) 
little Poems ; in a word, give them what name 
you pleafe, I offer them only as Headecafyllabies. 
All I beg of your fincerity is, that you would 
fpeak your opinion of them to me, with the fame 
freedom that you would to others. When I 
afk 


* A verfe confiftine of eleven fyllables. 
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afk this, I think, I lay you under no difficulty. 
If, indeed, thefe little poetical effays were my 
only or chief productions, it might found, per- © 
haps, a little haríh to advife me, to mind fome- 
thing elfe s but you may with great delicacy and 
E tell me, I have fomething elfe to mind. 
Farewel. - 


LETTER XV. To FuNDANUSs. 


F I can pretend to judgment in any thing, it 

is undoubtedly in the fingular affection which 

I have for Afinius Rufus. ..He is a perfon of the 
higheft merit, and a friend to all good men, in 
which number why. may I not venture to include 
myfelf? He and Tacitus (to whofe eminent vir- 
tues you are no ftranger) are united in the ftrict- 
eft intimacy. If therefore you efte us, you 
cannot but have the fame favorable fentiments of 
Rufus; for a fimilitude of manners is, you know, 
the ftrongeft cement of friendfhip. He has feve- 
ral children : and in this, as in every thing elfe, — 
he acts the part of a friend to his country, by 
fupplyiag it with a numerous race of citizens, 
which he fees with pleafure extend to a fecond 
generation; and this in an age when even.one 
child is thought a burthen, as it prevents that 
lucrative 
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‘lucrative adulation which is ufually paid to 
thofe who have none. But he fcorns fuch low 
views, and thinks himfelf happy in the title of 
.grand-father; for which he is indebted to Satu- 
rus Firmus: a perfon whom you would efteem 
as much as I do, if you knew him as well. My 
defign in all this detail, is, to let you fee, what 
a numerous family you may oblige by confer- 
ring a fingle favor: a favor which I apply to you 
for, becaufe I fincerely wifh and affuredly pre- 
fage you will foon be in a condition to grant it. 
Ihope, and believe you will be Conful the ap- 

| proaching 


* As luxury prevailed among the Romans, avarice, its fure 
attendant, increafed in proportion, and among other bafe me- 
thods of gratifying the importunate demands of unbounded 
defires, the mean practice of paying court to the wealthy with 
a view to their fortunes, was extremely common. Horace has 
expofed this contemptible commerce in his ufual agreeable 
manner, and recommends it as the moft infallible method of 
becoming rich. 


* Divitias erifque ruam, dic augur, acervos 2" 
Dixi eguidem, & dico: captes aflutus ubique 
Teflamenta fenum s neu, fi vafer unus & alter 
Infidiatorem preerofo fugerit bamo, 

Aut fpem deponas, aut artem, illufus, omittas, 


Sat. 5. l. 2, 


* 'Tell, for you know, my friend prophetic tell, 
** What fhall I do my empty bags to iwell ?” 
Have I not faid it ? and I fay it fill, 

Court each rich dolt, and flide into his will: 
Tho' here or there, perhaps, a rogue be found, 
Too wife to gorge the hook he nibbles round, 
Lofe not thy hopes, nor quit, deceiv'd, the game. 
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proaching year: and in this perfuafion lam con- 
firmed both by your own confpicuous merit, and 
the diftinguifhing judgment of the emperor. Afi-- 
nius Baffus, the eldeft fon of Rufus, folicits the 
Queftorfhip at the fame time. I know not whe- 
ther I ought to fay (which however the father 
would have me both fay and think, tho’ Baf- 
fus is too modeft to allow of it) that he is a 
greater man than his father. Were I to repre- 
fent his abilities, his probity, his learning, his 
genius, his application and his parts as great as 
you will moft certainly experience them; you, 
who never yet fufpected my veracity, would 
fcarce conceive he deferved the character. I 
with our age fo abounded in merit, as to fup- 
ply you with fome who might juftly ftand in 
competition with him. In that cafe I fhould be 
the firft to advife you, to confider well where to 
fix your choice: but the misfortune is—how- 
ever I will not fpeak of my friend in an invidi- 
ous ftrain. I will only fay he isa young man, 
who deferves you fhould look upon him in the 
fame relation as our anceftors ufed to confider 
their * Quzeftors, that is, as your fon. Men of 
your character for wifdom fhould choofe their 
political children of the fame caft they would 
—. wiíh 

* The conne&ion between a Conful and his Queftor, &c. 


was confidered by the antient Romans as a tye af the ftrongeft - 
kind. Vid. Cic. in Verrem. 
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wifh nature to form their real ones. Willit not 
bean honor to your Confulfhip to have a Quzftor 
whofe father has been Praetor, and whofe rela- 
tions Confuls, yet who, tho’ but a youth, reflects 
back to his family (and that by their own confef- 
fion) as much glory as lie derives from it? Let 

me éntreat you then to comply with my requeft 
and my advice. In which, if I feem premature 
Í hope you will pardon me, when you confider, 
that in a place where every thing is feized by the 
man who can firft lay hold of it,, it is ftaying 
much too late to wait till precifely the proper 
time: befides that there is a pleafure in anticipa- 
ting one’s wifhes. Allow Baffus then to revere 
you already as Conful, and do you in return 
efteem him as your Queftor ; and may I, who 
love you both, enjoy that double pleafure. The 
truth is, as you have each fo equal a claim to my 
affection, that I fhall be obliged to promote with 
all my affiduity and credit both your interefts in 
this affair, tho’ they fhould happen to be diftin& ; 
fo it will be extremely agreeable if I may be able 
to ferve thefe two ends at one and the fame time 
in my good offices to this young man; and ina 
word, to be fupported in this folicitation by your 
affiftance, to whofe judgment and fuffrage the 
fenate pays fo great a regard. Farewel. 
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LETTER XVI. To VALERIUS Pih Dus 


Ejoice with me, my friend, not only upon 
my account, but yoür own, and that of 
the public; for Eloquence is ftill held in honor. 
Being lately engaged to plead in a caufe before - 
the Centumviri, the crowd was fo great that I 
could not get to my place, but in paffing by the 
tribunal where the judges fat. And I have this 
pleafing circumftance to add farther, that a young, 
nobleman having loft his robe in the prefs, ftood 
in his veft to hear me for feven hours together : 
for fo long I was fpeaking; and with a fuccefs 
equal to my great fatigue. Come on then, my 
friend, and let us earneftly purfue our ftudies, 
nor fcreen our own indolence under pretence 
of that of the public. Never, we may reft af- 
fured, will there be wanting hearers and readers, 
fo long as we can fupply them with orators and 
authors worthy of their attention. Farewel. 


LETZTER XVI Te Garis; 


OU acquaint me that Ceecilius, the conful 
elect,. has commenced a fuit againft Cor- 
rellia, and earneftly beg me to undertake her caufe 
in her abfence. As I have reafon. to thank you 
for 
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for your information, fo I have to complain of 
your intreaties : without the firfl, indeed, I fhould 
have been ignorant of this affair, but the laft was 
unneceffary, as I want no folicitations to comply, 
where it would be ungenerous in me to refufe; for 
can I hefitate a moment to take upon myfelf the 
protection of a daughter of Correllius? It is true, 
indeed, tho' there is no particular intimacy be- 
tween her adverfary and me, we are, however, 
upon good terms. It is true likewife, that he is 
a perfon of great rank, and who has a claim to 
particular regard from me, às he is entering upon 
an office, which I have had the honor to fill; and 
it is natural for a man to be defirous thofe dignities 
Íhould be treated with the higheft refpect, which 
he himfelf once poffeffed. Yet thefe confidera- 
tions have little weight, when I reflect that it is 
the daughter of Correllius whom I am to defend. 
The memory of that excellent perfon, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater dig- 
nity, rectitude, and good fenfe, is indelibly im- 
preffed upon my mind. I admired him before I 
was acquainted with him; and contrary to what 
is ufually the cafe, my efteem increafed in pro- 
portion as I knew him better: and indeed I 
knew him thoroughly, for he treated me without 
referve, and admitted me to fhare in his joys and his 
forrows, in his gay and his ferious hours. When 
- l was but a youth, he efteemed, and (I will 
even 
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éven venture to fay) revered me as if I had been 
his equal. When I folicited any poft of honor; 
he fupported me with his intereft, and recom- 
mended me by his teftimony; when I entered 
upon it, he was my introducer and my attendant ; 
when I exercifed it, he was my guide and my 
counfellor. In a word, where-ever my intereft 
was concerned, he exerted himfelf with as much 
alacrity as if he had been in all his health and vi- 
cor. In private, in public, and. at court, how 
often has he advanced and fupported my reputa- 
tion! It happened once, that the converfation be- 
fore the emperor Nerva turned upon the hopeful 
young men of that time, and feveral of the com- 
pány were pleafed to mention me with applaufe : 
he fat for a little while filent, which gave what 
he faid the greater weight; and then with that 
air of dignity, to which you are no ftranger, J 
muft be referved, fad he, in my praifes of Pliny, be- 
caue be does nothing without my advice. By which 
fingle feritence he gave mea greater character 
than I would prefume even to with for, as he re- 
prefented my conduct to be always fuch as wif- 
dom muft approve, fince it was wholly under 
the direction of one of the wifeft of men. ^ Evert 
in his laft moments he faid to his daughter, (as fhe 
often mentions,) J bave in the courfe of a long life 
raifed up many friends to you, but there is none 

ibat 
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that you may more affuredly depend upon, that Pliny 
and Cornutus. A circumftance I cannot reflect up- 
on, without being deeply fenfible how much it is 
incumbent upon me, to éndeavor to act up to 
the opinion fo excellent a judge of mankind con- 
ceived of me. I fhall therefore moft readily give 
my affiftance to Corellia in this affair; and will- 
ingly hazard any cifpleafure I may incur by ap- 
pearing in her caufe. Tho’ I fhould imagine, if 
in the courfe of my pleadings I fhould find an 
opportunity to explain and enforce, more at large 
than I can do in a letter, the reafons I have here - 
mentioned, upon which I reft at once my apolo- 
- gy and my glory; her adverfary (whofe fuit may 
perhaps, as you fay, be entirely unprecedented, 
as it is again{t a woman) will not only excufe, but 
approve my conduct. Farewel. 


LETTER XVIII. To Antoninus. 


AN I give you a ftronger inftance how 
much I admire your Greek epigrams, than 
by having endeavored to imitate fome of them in 
a Latin tranflation? I confefs however, partly 
from the weaknefs, or as Lucretius calls it, the 
poverty of our native language, much to their dif- 
advantage ; yet, if cloathed in a Roman drefs, 
and by my unfkilful hand, you fhould ftill be able 
Vou. I. P 
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to difcover fome remaining beauty in them ; what 
muft their charms be, do you imagine, when 
adorned with all the majefty of the Greek lan- 
guage, and formed by your fuperior genius? 
Farewel. 


LETZTER XIX. To HisPurLA. 


S you are an exemplary inftance of tender 
regard to your family in general, and to 

your late excellent brother in particular, whofe 
affeClion you returned with an equal warmth of 
refentiment ; and have not only fhewn the kind- 
nefs of an aunt, but fupplied the lofs of a ten- 
der parent to his daughter*; you will hear, I 
am well perfuaded, with infinite pleafure, that 
fhe behaves worthy of her father, her grand- 
father, and yourfelf. She poffeffes an excellent 
underftanding, together with a confummate 
prudence, and gives the ftrongeft teftimony of 
the purity of her heart by her fondnefs of me. 
Her affection to me has given her a turn to 
books; and my compofitions, which fhe takes 
a pleafure in reading, and even getting by 
heart, are continually in her hands. How full 
of tender folicitude is fhe when I am entering 
upon any caufe? How kindly does fhe rejoice 
with me when it is over ? While I am pleading, 
fhe 


* Calpharnia, Pliny’s wife. 
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the places perfons to inform her from time to 
time how I am heared; what applaufes I receive, 
and what füccefs attends the caufe. When at any 
time I recite my works, fle conceals herfelf 
behind fomé curtain; and with fecret rapture en- 
joys my praifes. She fings my verfes to her lyre, 
with no other maftet but Love, the beft inftruc- 
tor, for her guide. From thefe happy circum- 
ftances I draw my moft affured hopes, that the 
harmony between us will increafe with our days, 
and be as lafting as our lives. For it is not my 
youth or my perfon; which time gradually im-, 
pairs; it is my reputation and my glory of which 
fhe is enamored. But what lefs could be expect- 
ed from one who was trained by your hands, and 
formed by your inftructions; who was early fa- 
fniliarifed under your roof with all that is worthy 
and amiable; and was firft taught to conceive an 
affection for me, by the advantageous colors in 
which you were pleafed to reprefent me. Andas 
you revered my mother with all the refpect due 
éven to 2 parent; fo you kindly directed and en- 
couraged my infancy, prefaging of me from that 
early period all that my wife now fondly ima- 
eines I really am. | Accept therefore of our mu- 
tual thanks, that you have thus, as it were de- 
fignedly. formed us foreach other. Farewel. 


Pa L E T- 


228 The LETTERS Book IV. 


LETTER XX. To Maximus. 


Have already acquainted you with my opinion 

of each particular part of your work, as I 
perufed it; I muft now tell you my general 
thoughts of the whole. It is a (trong and beau- 
tiful performance; the fentiments are fublime 
and mafculine, and conceived in all the variety 
of a pregnant imagination; the diction is chafte 
. and elegant ; the figures are happily chofen, and 
à copious and diffufive vein of eloquence runs 
thro' the whole, and raifes a very high idea of 
the author. You feem borne away by the full 
tide of a ftrong imagination and deep forrow, 
which mutually affift and heighten each other; 
for your genius gives fublimity and majefty to 
your paflion; and your paffion adds ftrength and 
poignancy to your genius. Farewel. 


IET Th R XX: To Vknius GEREALIS. 


i O W fevere a fate has attended the daugh- 
| ters of Helvidius! Thefe two fifters are 
both dead in child-bed, after having each of them 
been delivered of agirl. This misfortune pierces 
rhe with the deepeft forrow ; as indeed, to fee two 
fuch amiable young ladies fall a facrifice to their 
fruitfulnefs in the prime and flower of their years, 

is 
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is a misfortune which I cannot too greatly lament. 
I lament for the unhappy condition of the poor 
infants, who are thus become orphans from their 
birth : I lament for the fake of the difconfolate 
hufbands of thefe ladies; and I lament too for 
my own. The affection I bear to the memory 
of their late father, is inviolable, as my * de- 
fence of him in the fenate, and all my writings 
will witnefs for me. Of three children which 
furvived him there now remains but one; and his 
family that had lately fo many noble fupports, 
refts only upon a fingle perfon! It will, how- 
ever, be a great mitigation of my affliction, if 
fortune fhall kindly fpare that ome, and render 
him worthy of his father, and * grand-father : and 
Il am fo much the more anxious for his welfare 
and good condu&, as he is the only branch of 
the family remaining. You know the foftnefs 
and folicitude of my heart where I have any ten- 
der attachments: you muft not wonder then, 
that I have many fears, whereI have great hopes, 
Farewel. 
FK Sec;/ B. 9. let. 13. 


* "The famous Helvidius Prifcus, who fignalized himfelf in 
the fenate by the freedom of his fpeeches in favor of liberty, 
during the reigns of Galba, Otho, Vitellius, and Vefpafian ; 
in whofe time he was put to death by the order of the fenate, 
tho' contrary to the inclination of the emperor, who counter- 
manded the execution : but it was too late, the executioner 
having performed his office before the meffenger arrived. Ta- 
citus reprefents him as acting in all the various duties of focial 
life with one confident tenor of uniform virtue ; fuperior ta 
all temptations of wealth, of inflexible integrity, znd vn- 
broken courage. Hift. 1. 4. 5. | 
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LETTER XXIL To Rvrus. 


Lately attended our excellent emperor * as one 
of his affeffors, in a caufe wherein he him-. 
{elf prefided. A certain perfon left by his will, 
a fund for the ett tablifhment of the ^ gymnaftic 
gamesat* Vienna. Thefe my worthy friend Tre- 
bonius Rufinus, when he exercifed the office of 
Duumvir*, had orderedto be totally abolifhed ; 
and it was now alledged againft him, that he had 
no aupnority for fo doing. He fpoke in his own 
caufe with a faccefs equal to his great eloquence ; 
and what PATH ly recommended | his fpeech 
was, that he delivered it with a certain feafonable 
boldneís becoming a true Roman and a good ci-- 
tizen, who ftood up in his own defence. When 
the fentiments of the afleflors were taken, Junius 
Mauricus (who in refolution and integrity has no 
fuperior) declared it was his opinion, that the liberty 
of folemnizing thefe games fhould not be reftored 
to 
* ‘Trajan. ' 

: So iini becaufe the perfons who performed in thefe 
names were naked. ‘They confilted principally of running, 
wreftling, and boxing. 

© Vienne in Dauphiné, a province in France. 

4 The Duumviri,. fo calléd from their number, being only 
two, were magiitrates in the corporate cities, who exercifed 
in their refpective corporations, the fame functions as the Con- 


fuls at Rome; ny were chofen out of the body of Decuriones, 
who were a kind of fenators. Sigonius de jure Ital. 1. 3. 4. 
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to the people of Vienna; and would to God, add- 
ed he, they could be abolifbed at Rome too! This, 
you will fay, was an inftance of great* firmnefs : 
but it is nothing uncommon in Mauricus He 
gave as {trong a proof of his honeft freedom, be- 
fore the late emperor Nerva. Being at fupper 
one evening with that prince and a few felect 
friends, Vejento ' was placed next to the emperor : 
After I have named the man, I need fay no more 
to raife your indignation. ‘The difcourfe happen- 
ed to turn upon Catullus Meffalinus, who had a 
foul as dark as his body ; for he was not only 
curfed with want of fight, but want of humanity. 
As he was uninfluenced either by fear, fhame, or 
compaffion, he proved a very proper inftrument 
in the hand of Domitian to execute his black pur- 
pofes againftevery man of worth. The company 
gave their fentiments of the fanguinary counfels 
and infamous practices of this creature. ** And 
* what, faid the emperor, would have been his 
** fate had he lived now?" Io have fupped with 
us, replied Mauricus. But to return from this 
long digreflion, into which, however, I did not 
fall undefignedly.--It was determined thefe games 
fhould be fuppreffed, which had greatly infected 

M P 4 i the 


e Trajan was fond of this kind of entertainments, and had 
himfelf exhibited fome very fpiendid ones, upon his triumph 
over the Dacians. 


* An infamous fycophant frequently mentioned by Juve- 
nal. , | 
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the manners of the people of Vienna ; as they 
have univerfally had the fame effect among us, 
But the vicesof the Viennenfes are confin'd within 
their own walls; ours have a more extenfive in- 
fluence: for it is in the body politic, as in the 
natural, thofe diforders are moft dangerous that 
flow from the head.  Farewel. 


\ 


LETTER XXIII. To Powrouivs Bassus. 


H AD the pleafure to hear from our common 
friends, that you fupport the dignity of eafe 

in your agreeable retirement, as becomes a man 
of your diftinguifhed. wifdom ; that you mix ex- 
ercife with contemplation, and learned conferen- 
ces with much reading; in a word, that you are 
daily increafing that glorious fund of knowledge 
you already pene: This is to grow old in a way 
worthy of one who has difcharged the higheft 
offices both civil and military, and who gave 
himfelf whally up to the fervice of the common- 
wealth, whilft it became him to do fo. Our 
youth and manhood we owe to our country, but 
our declining age is due to ourfelves; as the 
laws themielves feem to fuggeft, which refign us 
up to retirement, when we are arrived. beyond 
our fixtieth year*. How do I long for the 
time 


2 A fenator was not obliged to attend the bufinefs of the 
houle, after thatage. Seneca de Ciy. vit. c. zo. 


Book IV. of PLINY. 233 


time when I fhall enjoy that happy privilege! 
When my years will juftify my following the 
example of your honorable retreat! When my 
retirement fhall not be deemed indolence, but re- 
pofe! Farewel, 


LETTER XXIV. To VALENS. 


yy) EING engaged lately in a caufe before the 
Centumviri, it occur'd to me that when I was 

a youth I was alfo-concerned in one which pafied 
thro’ the fame courts. I could not forbear, as 
ufual, to purfue the reflection my mind had ftart- 
ed, and to confider if there were any of thofe 
advocates then prefent, who were joined with me 
ia the former caufe ; but I found I was the only 
perfon remaining who had been counfel in both : 
fuch changes does the inftability of human nature, 
or the viciffitudes of fortune produce ! Death had 
removed fome ; banifhment others ; age and infir- 
mities had filenced thofe, while thefe were with- 
drawn to enjoy the happinefs of retirement ; one 
was at the head of an army; and the indulgence 
- of the prince had exempted another from the bur- 
then of civil employments. What turns of for- 
tune have Í experienced even in my own perfon! 
It was eloquence that firft raifed me ; it was elo- 
quence 
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quence that occafioned my difgrace ; and it was 
eloquence that advanced me again. The friend- 
fhips of the wife and good at my firft appearance 
in the world, were highly ferviceable to me; the 
fame friendfhips proved afterward extremely pre- 
judicial to my intereft, and now again they are 
my ornament and fupport. If you compute the 
time in which thefe incidents have happened, it is 
but a few years; if you number the events, it 
feems an age. A leffon that will teach us to check 
both our defpair and prefumption, when we ob- 
ferve fuch a variety of revolutions roll round in 
fo fwift and narrow a circle. It is my cuftom to 
communicate to my friend all my thoughts, and 
to fet before him the fame rules and examples, by 
which I regulate my own conduct: and fuch was 
my defign in this letter. Farewel, 


LESSER XAV. To Maximus, 


Mentioned to you in a former ? letter, that I 
apprehended the method of voting by ballots 
would be attended with inconveniencies, and fo it 
has proved. At the laft election of magiftrates, 
upon fome of the tablets were written feveral 
pieces of pleafantry, and even indecencies ; in one 


par- ! 


+ B, 3. det: 20. 
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particularly, inftead of the name of the candidate, 
was inferted the names of thofe who efpoufed his 
intereft. The fenate was extremely exaíperated at 
this infolence ;. and with one voice threatened the 
vengeance of the emperor upon the author. But 
he lay concealed, and poffibly might be in the 
number of thofe who expreffed the greateft indig- 
nation. What muft one think of fuch a man's 
private conduct, who in public, upon fo impor- 
tant an affair, and at fo folemn a time, could in- 
dulge himfelf in fuch fcurrilous liberties, and 
dare to act the droll in the face of the fenate? — 
Who will know it, is the argument that prompts 
little and bafe minds to commit thefe indecen- 
cles. Secure from being difcovered by others, 
and unawed by any felf-refpe&t, they take their 
pen and tablets ; and hence arifes thefe buffoone- 
ries, which are fit only for the ftage. What 
courfe fhall we take, what remedy apply againft 
this abufe ? our diforders indeed in general, have 
every where eluded all attempts to reftrain them. 
But this is a point much too high for us, and 
will be the care of that fuperior power, who by 
thefe low but daring infults, has daily frefh oc- 
cafions of exerting all his pains and vigilance. 
Farewel. | 


Lh E- 
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LETTER XXVI. To NzPos. 


HE requeft you make me to fupervife the 

correction of my works, which you have 
taken the pains to colle&, I fhall, moft willingly 
comply with ; as indeed there is nothing I ought 
to do with more readinefs, efpecially at your in- 
ftance. When a man of fuch dignity, learning, 
and eloquence, deeply. engaged in bufinefs, and 
entering upon the important government of a 
province, has fo good an opinion of my com- 
pofitions as to think them worth taking with 
him, how am I obliged to endeavor that this 
part of his baggage may not feem an ufelefs em- 
barraffment ? My firft care therefore fhall be, that 
they may attend you with all the advantages pof- 
fible; and my next, to fupply you at your’ re- 
turn with others, which you may not think un- 
deferving.to be added to them; for I can have 
no ftronger encouragement to enter upon fome 
new defign, than being affured of finding a rea- 
der of your tafte and difcernment, Farewel. 


LETTER XX/FIL 4e Fatrco. 


Have been attending thefe three days the re- 
cital of Augurinus's poems, which I heard 
not only with great pleafure, but even admira- 
4 tion. 
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tion. They are conceived with much delicacy 
and elegance, and abound with numberlefs ftrokes 
of tendernefs and fublimity, of wit and fatire. I 
am of opinion, there has not any thing for thefe 
many years appeared more finifhed of the kind; 
if indeed my. great affection for him and the 
praifes he beftows upon me, do not biafs my 
judgment. He introduces his poems with obfer- 
ving, that I fometimes amufe myfelf with wri- 
ting verfes. If I can recolle& the fecond line of 
this introduction (for the reft I remember, and 
have often repeated) you fhall judge if my fen- 
timents of them are juft : 


Sweetly flow my tender lays, 
Like Calvus! or Catullus ftrains, 
(Bards approv'd of antient days!) 
Where love in all its foftuefs reigns. 


Yet wherefore antient poets name ? 
Let Pliny my example be : 

Him the facred nine inflame ; 
More than antient poets he ! 


To mutual love be tunes the lay, 
- While far tbe noify bar he flies: 
Say then ye grave, ye formal fay, 
Who fall genile love defpife ? 


You 
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You fee with what fprightlinefs of imagination; 
what propriety of fentiment, what clearnefs of 
expreflion the whole is wrought up; and in this 
tafte, I will venture to affure you, you will find 
his performance in general, which I will fend 
you as foon as it fhall be publifhed. In the mean 
while, admit this excellent youth into a. fhare of 
your affection, and congratulate our age on the 
production of fuch a genius; whofe virtues ren- 
der him ftill more illuftrious. He fpends his time 
partly with Spurinna, and partly with Antoninus; 
he has the honor to be related to one, and to be 
the companion of both. You will eafily imagine 
what uncommon virtues 5e muft poflefs, who is 
thus the favorite of two fuch venerable old men: 
for the poet's obfervation is moft undoubtedly 
true, | 

Farewel. 

q bofe who in clofe ee are join d, 
In manners equal, you will ever find. * 


LETTER XXVIIL To SgVERU& 


ERENIUS Severus, a perfon of dif: 
tinguifhed learning, is greatly defirous to 
have the pictures of two of your country-men; | 
Cornelius Nepos, and Titus Caffius, to adorn his 
library ; and has intreated me, if they are to be 
met 

* Euripides, 
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met with where you are (as probably they may) 
that I would procure copies of them for him. 
That care I recommend to you, rather than to 
any other, not only becaufe I know your friend- 
fhip for me readily inclines you to comply with 
. my requefts ; but as being fenfible of the high re- 
gard you have for learning and all her friends ; 
and that your affe&ion and veneration for thofe 
who have been an ornament to your country, is 
equal to that which you bear towards your coun- 
try herfelf. I beg therefore you would employ 
fome fkilful hand in this work ; for if it is diffi- 
cult to catch a likenefs from the life, it is much 
more fo to preferve it in à copy; from which I 
défire you would not fuffer the painter to devi- 
ate, not even for the better. Farewel. 


LETTER XXIX. To Romanus. 


Ndeed my friend, you muft at all rates, take 
A your place upon the bench the next time the 
court fits, In vain would your indolence repofe 
itfelf under my protection; for there is no abfent- 
ing with impunity. Behold that fevere Praetor, 
the bold Licinius Nepos, fining even a mighty fe- 
nator for the fame neglect! The fenator pleaded 
his caufe in perfon ; but pleaded in fuppliant tone. 


The fine, ’tis true, was remitted; but fore was 
his 
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his difmay, but humble his interceffions, but fad 
his neceffity of being obliged to afk pardon. AIL 
magiftrates in that office, you will tell me per- 
haps, are not thus formidably. rigid. In good 
earneft, however, you may be miftaken : for tho’ 
indeed, to be the authorand reviverof an example 
of this kind, may be an act of feverity; yet 
when once it is introduced, even lenity herfelf 
may follow the precedent. Farewel. | 


LETTER XXX. To Lacintvs. 


H A V E brought you as a prefent out of the 

country, a query which well deferves the 
confideration of your extenfive erudition. There 
is a fpring which runs in a neighboring moun- 
tain, and running among the rocks is receiv'd 
into a little banquetting-room, from whence, 
after being detained a fhort time, it falls into 
thes Larian lake. The nature of this fpring is 
extremely furprizing ; it ebbs and flows regular- 
ly three times a day. This increafe and decreafe 
. is plainly vifible, and very entertaining to obferve. 
You fit down by the fide of the fountain, and whilft 
you are taking a repaft and drinking its water, 
which is extremely cool, you fee it gradually rife, 
and fall. If you place a ring, or any thing elfe at 


* See B, 1. Let. 3. in not. 
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the bottom when it is dry, the flream reaches it 
by degrees "all it is entirely covered, and then 
again gently retires from it; and this you may 
fee it do for three times fucéeffivély. Shall we 
fay, that fome fecret current of air ftops and opens 
the fountain-head, as it yates to or recedes 
of that nature; where there is not 4 free and 
open paflage; tho” you turn their necks down- 
wards, yet the outward air obftructing the vent, 
they difcharge their contents as it were by ftarts ? 
Or may it not be accounted for upon the fame 
_ principle as the Aux and reflux of the fea? Or, as 
thofe rivers which difcharge themfelves into the 
‘fea meeting with contrary winds and the fwell of 
the ocean are forced back in their channels; fo 
imay there not be fornething that checks this fbi: 
tain, for a time, inits progrefs t ? Oris there rather 
à certain refetvoir that cohtains thefe waters in the 
bowels of the earth, which while it is recruiting 
its difcharges, the ftream flows more flowly and 
in lefs quantity, but when it has collected its due 
medfure; it runs again in its ufual ftrength and 
fulnefs ? Or laftly, is there I know not what kind 
of fubterraneous poize, that throws up the water 
when the fountain is dry, and repels it when it 
is full? You, who are fo well qualified for the - 
Vor. L Q enquiry, 
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enquiry, will examine the reafons * of this won- 
derful appearance; it will be fufficient for me if 
I have given you a clear defcri ption of it. Farewel. 


» There are feveral of thefe periodical fountains in different 
parts of the world ; as we have fome in England. Lay-awell 
near Torbay, is mentioned in the Philofophical Tranfaétions, . 
[Ne 1c4.. p. gog.] to ebb and flow feveral times every hour. 
The reafons of this kind of fprings are of no very eafy folution, 
and the caufes affign’d by modern philofophers are fcarce, 
more fatisfactory than thofe pointed out by the antients : per- 
haps they do not depend upon any general principle, but arife 
from different caufes according to their refpective fituations. 
The conjecture which Mr.. Addifon offers in accounting for 
thofe he faw in Switzerland, feems plaufible enough, and equal- 
ly applicable to this fountain mentioned by Pliny; ‘as it is pro- 
bable it took its rife from the fame mountains. ** We faw, fays 
** that inimitable author in his defcription of Geneva and the 
** Jake, in feveral parts of the Alps that border'd upon us, vaft 
** pits of fnow ; as feveral mountains that lie at a greater. dif- 
** tance are wholly covered with it. I fancy'd the confufion of 
** mountains and hollows I here obferved, furnifh’d me with a 

more probable reafon than any I have met with, for thefe pe- 

riodical fountains in Switzerland, which flow orily at particu- 
_lar hours of the day. For as the tops of thefe mountdins caft 
** their fhadows upon one another, they hinder the fun's fhin- 
ing on feveral parts at fuch certain times, fo that there 
are feveral heaps of fnow which have the fun lying upon 
them for two or three hours together, and are in the fhade 
all the day afterward.. If thereforeit happens, that any par- 
ticular fountain takes its rife from any of thefe refervoirs of 
fnow, it will naturally begin to flow on fuch hours of the 
day as the fnow beginsto melt: but as foon as the fun leaves 
** jt again to freeze and harden, the fountain dries up, and re- 
ceives no more fupplies, till about the fame time the next 
day, when the heat of the fun again fete the fnows a run- 
ing that fall into the fame little conduits, traces and canals, 
** and by confequence break out and difcover themfelves al- 
** ways in the fame place.” Addifon’s Trav. 353. 


: THE 


243 


Am HA 
Lob ET Bo Rod 
OF 


Pak oN 


“BOOK v. 


— 


.LESTTER L To Severus. 


A Small legacy which was lately left me, has 
í X3 given me much greater pleafure than I 
fhould have received by a far more confiderable 
one from any other perfon. Pomponia Gratilla, 
having definherited her fon Affidius Curianus, ap- 
pointed me, and Sertorius Severus of Pratorian 
rank, together with feveral eminent Roman 
knights, her coheirs. The fon applied to me to 
give him my fhare of the inheritance, in order to 
make ufe of my name as a precedent againft the 


Q 2 reft | 
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reft of the heirs; but offered at the fame time to 
enter into a fecret agreement to return my pro- 
portion back to me.. I told him, it was by no 
means agreeable to my character to carry the ap- 


pearance of acting one thing, whilft I was, in 


.truth, acting another; and that there was fome- 


d 


thing of meannefs in making prefents to a man of 
his fortune, who had no children : befides that 
it would not at all anfwer the purpofe at which 
he was aiming. Indeed, (I added) if I were to 
withdraw my claim, it might be of fome fervice 
to him: and this I was ready and willing to do, 
if he could prove to me that he was unjufty dif- 
inherited. ** Let me prevail with you then, faid 
* he, to be my arbitrator in this cafe.” After a 
fhort paufe, I told him I confented to his propo- 
fal: * for why, faid I, fhould I not have as 
* good an opinion of my own impartial difin- 
** tereftednefs as you feem to have? But remem- 
ber I am not to be prevailed upon to decide the 
point in queftion againft your mother, if it 
** fhould appear fhe had juft reafon for what fhe 
* has done. Be it agreeable to your inclination, 
faid he, which I am fure is always to ac ac- 
* cording to juftice.” I called to my affiftance 
Corellius and Frontinus, two of the moft confider- 
able lawyers which Rome at that time afforded. 
Attended with thofe friends, I heard the caufe 
in my chamber. . Curianus faid every thing which 


i he 
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he thought could favor his pretenfions, to whom 
(as there was: no body but myfelf to defend the 
character of Gratilla) I made a fhort reply; after 
which I retir'd with my friends to deliberate upon: 
the cafe, and then returned and acquainted Cu- 
rianus, that it was our opinion his conduct had 
juftly;drawn upon him his mother's refentment. 
Sometime aíterward, Curianus commenced a fuit 
in the Ceztumviral court againft all the coheirs ex- 
cept myfelf, The day appointed for the trial ap- 
proaching, the reft of the coheirs were defirous 
of compromifing the affair; not out of any dif- 
fidence of their caufe, but from a diftruft of the 
times. They were apprehenfive, what had been 
the cafe of many others might happen to them, 
and that from a civil fuit it fhould end in a capi-- 
tal one; as there was fome amongft them to whom 
the friendfhip of Gratilla and Rufticus * might be 
extremely prejudicial: they therefore defired me 
to go and talk with Curianus. We met in the tem- 
ple of Concord; ** fuppofe, faid I, your mother 
** had left you the fourth part of her eftate, or even 
** fuppofe fhe had made you fole heir, but had | 
** exhauited fo much of the eftate in legacies that 
** there would not be more than a fourth, part re- 
* maining to you; could you juftly have complain- 


Q 3 ed? . 


* Gratilla was the wife of Rufticus: Rufticus was put to 
death by Domitian, and Gratilla banifhed. It was a fufficien: 
crime in the reign of that execrable prince to be even a friend o? 

‘ thefe who were : obnoxious tohim. See B. 7. let. 33. laft note. 
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* ed? "Yóu ought to be contented therefore, if 
being abfolutely difinhérited;as youare, the heirs 
are willing to relinquifh'to.you ‘a fourth part ; 
** which however I will increafe by contributing 
<¢ thy proportion. Yo know you’ did not com- 
« merice'any fuit againft me, fothat the prefcrip- 
** tion which I have gained by two years peaceable 
* poffeffion, fecures my fhare from any claim you 
* can fetupagainítit. But to induce you to come 
** into the propofals on the part of the coheirs, and 
** that you may be no fufferer by the peculiar re- 
«* fpe& you fhewed tore, Loffer to contribute my 
“© proportion with them;"— The 'filent fatisfac- 
tion of my- own confcience is not the only pleafure 
this tranfaction has afforded me; it has contributed: 
ereatly to my reputation. It is this fame Curianus 
who ‘has left me the legacy I. mentioned in the be- 
ginning of my letter, which I received as a very 
honorable mark of his approbation of my behavior: 
in this affair, fo agreeable (if I do not flatter myfelf) 
to the true fpirit of antient integrity. 1 have giv-: 
en you this account, becaufe in all my joys and for- 
rows I look upon you as myfelf, and I thought ic 
would be unkind not to communicate to fo tender 
a friend whatever occafions me pleafure; as I con- 
fefs this circumftance has: for I do not pretend to 
fuch re&ned ftrains of philofophy as to be indiffe- 
rent, when I think I have done honeftly, whether 
my actions meet with that approbation which is in 
fome fort their reward. Farewel. LE T- 


€ 
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LETTER IL To FLAccus. 


H E * thrufhes I received from you were fo 
excellent, that my Laurentinum is not cae 
pable of fupplying me with any thing in this 
tempeftuous feafon, either of the land or fea-kind, 
to make you afuitable return. I have only there- 
fore to fend you the ineffectual acknowledginents 
of a barren letter: an exchange more unequal, 
I confefs, than that famous one of the fubtle * 
Diomed. But your good-nature will fo much 
the more readily grant me an excufe, as I own 
myfelf not to deferve one. Farewel. 
Q4 L E T- 


* Thefe birds, of which there are feveral forts, were in high 
reputation among the Romans, and generally had a place up- 
-nalleleganttables. 

> Alluding to the ftory in Hom. Iliad, where Glaucus and 
Diomed having an interview between the two armies, they 
. come to the knowledge of the friendfhip and hofpitality which 
had formerly íubfitted between their families; and Diomed 
propofes an exchange of their arms, as a token of recipro- 
cal friendfhip : 


Tevxea A aaanross eaperlousr. oppa x oidle 
Trogw; oft, &c. Lib. 6. v. 230. 


Now change we arms, and prove to either hoff, 
We guard the friend/bip of the line we boaf. 
Thus having faid 
Their bands they join, their mutual faith they ight 
Brave Glaucu: then each narrow thought refign'd 

Fove warm’ d bis bofom and enlarg'd bis mind ) 

or Diomed’s brafs arms of mean device, 
For which nine oxen paid / a vulzar-price ) 
He gave his ownof gold divinely wrought ; 
An hundred beeves the feining purchase bought, Pores . 
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LETTER Uf. To Aristo. 


Mongft the many agreeable and obliging 

A inftances I have received of your friend- 
Íhip, your not concealing from me the long con- 
verfation which. lately paífed at your houfe con- 
cerning my verfes, and the various judgments 
pronounced upon them, is by no means the leaft, 
There’ were fome, it feéems, who did not difap- 
prove of my poems, but at the fame time cen- 
fured- me in a free and friendly manner, for em- 
ploying myfelf in compofing and reciting them, 
I am fo far however, from defiring to extenuate 
the charge, that I willingly acknowledge myfelf 
ftill more deferving of it; and confefs that I 
fometimes amufe myfelf with writing verfes, and 
verfes too of the gayer kind. I compofe come- 
dies ; divert myfelf with pantomimes ; read the 
Lyric poets ; and enter into tbe fpirit of the moft 
wanton mufe; in fhort, I am nothing averfe to 
pleafantry, mirth, and gayety; and to fum up 
every kind of innocent amufement in one word, 
lam a Man. lam not at all difpleafed, that 
thofe who are ignorant that the moft learned; the 
wifeft, and the beft of men have employed them- 
felves in the fame way, fhould be furprized at 
my doing fo: but thofe who know what noble 
| | | examples 


, 
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examples I follow, will allow me, I truft, thus 
toerr; but to err with thofe whom it is an ho- 
nor to imitate, not only in their moft ferious ac- 
tions, but lighteit amufements. Is it unbecom- 
ing me (I will not. name any living example, left 
] fhould feem to flatter) but is it unbecoming me 
to prattife what became Tully, Calvus, Pollio, 
Meffala, -Hortenfius, Brutus, Sulla, Catulus, 
Scaevola, Sulpitius, Varro, the Torquati, Mem- 
mius, Getulicus, Seneca, Lucceius, and in our 
own memory, Verginius Rufus ? But if the ex- 
amples of private men are not fufficient to jufti- 
fy me, I can cite Julius Caefar, Auguftus, Nerva 
and "Titus. As forbear to add Nero to the cata- 
logue ; tho' Tam fenfible what i is fometimes prac- 
tifed by the worft of men does not therefore de- 
generate into wrong ; on the contrary, it ftill 
maintains its credit, if frequently countenanced 
by the beft. In that number Virgil, Cornelius 
Nepos, and prior to thefe, Ennius, and Accius, 
juítly deferve the moft diftinguifhed place. Thefe 
laft indeed were not fenators, but virtue knows 
no diftinétion of rank or title. I recite my works, 
*tis true, and in this Iam not fure I can fupport 
myfelf by their examples. They, perhaps, might 
be fatisfied with their own judgment ; but I have 
too humble an opinion of mine, to fuppofe my 
compofitions fufficiently perfect, becaufe they ap- 
pear fo to me. My reafons then for reciting 

are, 
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are, that there ‘is a certain reverence for one’e a au- 
dience, which fires the imagination and excites a 
more vigorous “application ; and that I have by 
this means an opportunity: of fettling any doubts 
I may have concerning my performance, by ob- 
ferving the general fentiments of my hearers. 
In a word, Í have the advantage of receiving dif- 
ferent hints from different perfons ; and tho’ they 
fhould hot declare their fentiments in exprefs 
terms, yet the air of a countenance, the turn of 
a head or eye, the motion of a hand, a whifper, 
or even filence itfelf will eafily diftinguith their 
real judgment from the language of civility : fo 
that if any one of my audience fhould have 
the curiofity to perufe the fame. performance 
which he heard me read, he may find feveral 
things altered or omitted, and perhaps too upon 
bis judgment, tho’ he did not fay a fingle word 
tome. But Iam defending my condué in this 
particular as if I had actually recitéd my ‘works 
in public, and not in my own houfe before: my 
friends; a numerous appearance of whom, has 
upon many occafions been held an honor, but 
never furely a reproach. Farewel. 


L E 
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VH E fa& which I am going to mention, 

& tho'initfelf of no great importance, may 
be attended with very confiderable confequences. 
Sollers, a perfon of Praetorian rank, petitioned 
the fenate for leave to hold a fair upon his eftate. 
He was oppofed in this by the deputies from the 
* Vicentini, who employed Tufcillinus Nominatus 
as their counfel. The caufe was adjourned; and 
at the next meeting the deputies appeared unat- 
tended with their counfel, complaining that they 
had been igrofly deceived: an’ expreffion, which 
whether it dropped from them in the warmth of 
refentment, or that they really'thoughit fo, T will 
not determine. Nepos the Pretor afked them 
who it was they had retained ? They replied, the 
fame perfon: who was counfel for them before. 
Being farther afked, whether he then’ appeared 
for them without any gratuity? They informed 
the houfe that they had'given him ? fix thoufand 
fefterces, and. afterwards prefented him with a 
fecond fee of one thoufand * denarii. Upon 
which, Nepos moved that Nominatus fhould be 
- ordered to- attend. And this%s.all that was done 
in the affair! that day; but unlefs I am greatly 
d miftaken, : 


« Of Viéenza, a city inthe territories of Venice. 
» About 481. of our money. 
© About 301. of our money. 
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miftaken, the enquiry will not end here; for one 
may obíerve in feveral inftances, the flichteft 
fparks have lighted up a train of very remote 
confequences. And now I have fufficiently raifed 
your curiofity, I imagine, to make you defirous 
I fhould inform you of the reft ; unlefs you fhould 
choofe, to. gratify it by coming.to Rome, and 
had rather fee than read the fequel.. Farewel, 


LE FIER Vis do Madri 


A.M. deeply afflicted with the news I have re- 
ceived of the death of. Fannius, not.only as 

I have loft in him a. friend» whofe eloquencé and 
politenefs I admired, but. a guide owhofe: judg- 
ment I purfued ; and indeed he. poffeffed .a: moft: 
penetrating genius, improved and quickened by 
great experience. There are fome circumftances 
attending his death, which aggravate.my con- 
cern: He left behind him a will which had been 
made a confiderable time, by which it happens 
his eftate is fallen into the hands of thofe who had 
incurred his difpleafüre, while his: greateít favo- 
rites had no fhare of it. But what I particularly 
regret is, that he has left unfinifhed a very noble 
voi in which he was engaged. .Notwithftanding 
his full employment atthe bar, he had undertaken 
a hiftory of thofe perfons who had been put to 
death or banithed by Nero; of which’he had per- 
.. . feéted 
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fected three books. . They are written with great 
delicacy and exaétnefs ; the ftile is pure, and 
preferves a proper medium between the plain nar- 
rative and the hiftorical: and as they were very 
favorably received by the public, he was the more 
defirous of being able to complete the reft. The 
hand of death is.ever, in my eftimation, too fe- 
vere and too fudden when it falls upon fuch as 
are employed in fome immortal work. The fons 
of fenfuality, who have no views beyond the pre- 
fent hour, terminate with each day the whole 
purpofe of their lives; but thofe who look for- 
ward to pofterity, and endeavor to extend their 
‘memories to future generations by ufeful labors ; 
—to fuch, death is always immature, as it ftill 
{natches them from amidft fome unfinifhed de- 
fign. Fannius, long before his death, had a ftrong 
prefentiment of what has happened : he dreamed 
one night, that as he was in his ftudy with his pa- 
pers before him, Nero came in, and placing him- 
felf by his fide, took up the three firft books of 
this hiftory ; which he read through, and then 
went away. This dream greatly alarmed him, 
and he looked upon it as an intimation, that he 
fhould not carry on his hiftory any farther than 
Nero had read: and fo the event proved. I can- 
not reflect upon this accident without lamenting 
that he fhould not be able to accomplifh a work, 
which had coft him fo much pains and vigi- 


lance ; 
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lance; as it fuggefts to me at the fame time the 
thoughts of my own mortality, and the fate of 
my writings: and I am perfuaded the fame re- 
flection alarms yout’ apprehenfions for thofe in 
which you are employed. Let us then; my 
friend; while yet we live, exert all our endea- 
vors, that death, whenever it atrives; may find 
as little as poffible to deftroy. Farewel. 


LETTER VI. To APOLLINARIS. 


HE kind concern you expreffed when you 
heard of my defign to país the fummer at, 

my * villa in Tufcany, and your obliging endea- 

vors to diffuade me from going to a place which 

you think unhealthy, is extremely agreeable to me. 

I con- 


* This was Pliny's principal feat, lying about one hundred 
and fifty miles from Rome, where he ufually refided in the 
fammer feafon. The reader will obferve therefore, that he 
confiders it in a very different mahner from that of Laurenti- 
num (his winter villa) both with refpe& to the fituation and 
the houfe itfelf. C/zver in his Geography lias placed this villa 
a little above Tifernum, Tiberinum, now called Citta di Caftello; 
where our author built a temple at his own expence. This has 

iven room to * imagine that, poffibly, there may be yet 

me remaining traces of this houfe to be difcover'd in Tuf- 
¢any, near a town which the Italians call Stintignaxo, in the 
neighborhood of Porte di San Stefano; aboüt ten miles north 
of an epifcopal city now called Borgo di San Sepulcbro. 1f after 
having traverfed this noble villa, the reader fhould be curious 
tb know how Pliny difpofed of his time, when he retired to 
it, he may turn to 36th letter of the gth book. 

* Plans par Felibien, p. 65. 
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Iconfefs, indeed, the air of that part of Tufcany 
which lies towards the coaft, is thick and un- 
wholfome: but my houfe is fituated at a great 
diftance from the fea, under one of the Apennine 
mountains, which, of all others, is moft efteem- 
ed for the clearnefs of its air. But that you may 
lay afide all apprehenfions on my account, I 
will give you a defcription of the temperature of 
the climate, the fituation of the country, and 
the beauty of my villa, which I am perfuaded 
you will hear with as much pleafure as I fhall re- 
late. The winters are fevere and cold, fo that 
myrtles, olives, and trees of that kind which de- 
light ip conftant warmth, will not florifh here ; 
but it preduces bay-trees > in great perfection ; 
$ tes 

» In the original itis /aurus, which the ingenious Mr. Mar- 
tyn, profeffor of botany in Cambridge, has given very ftrong 
reafons for believing is not the fame tree. with our laurel, but 
means the bay-tree. ** Our laurel, (that author obferves,) was 
** hardly known in Europe till the latter end of the 16th cen- 
** tury ; about which time it feems to have been brought from 
** ‘Trebizond to Conítantinople, and from thence into moft parts 


* of Europe. The laurel has no fine fmell, which isa pro- 
** perty aícribed to the /azrus by Virgil inthe zd Eclogue; 


Et wos, o lauri, carpam, et te proxime, myrte, 
Sic pofite, quoniam fuaves mifcetis. odores. 


** And in the 6th ZEneid : 
Odoratum Jauri nemus, 


** Nor is the laurel remarkable for crackling in the fire, of 
** which there is abundant mention with regard to the /eurus, 


€ Thefe 
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yet fometimes, tho' indeed. not oftenet than in 
the neighborhood of Rome; they are killed by 
the fharpnefs of the feafons. The fummers are. 
exceedingly temperate, and continually attend- 
ed with refrefhing breezes, which are feldom in- 
terrupted by high winds. If you were to come 
here and fee the numbers of old men who have 
lived to be Grand-fathers and Great-grand-fathers, 
and hear the ftories they can entertain you with 
of their anceftors, you would fancy yourfelf born 
in fome former age. The difpofition of the 
country is the moft beautiful that can be imagin- 
ed: figure to yourfelf an immenfe amphithea- 
tre; but fuch as the hand of nature could only 
form. Before you lies a vaft extended plain 
bounded by a range of mountains, whofe fum- 
mits are crowned with lofty and venerable woods, 
which fupply variety of game: from hence, as 
the mountains decline, they are adorned with 
under-woods. Intermixed with thefe are little hills 
of fo ftrong and fat a foil, that it would be diffi-. 
cult to find a fingle ftone upon them ; their ferti- 
lity is nothing inferior to thelowefl grounds ; and 
tho’ their harveft, indeed, is fomething later, their 
crops are as well matured. At the foot of thefe. 
hills 
** Thefe characters agree very well with the bay-tree, which 


** feems to be moft certainly the /auru: of the antients; andis, 


** at this time frequent in the woods and hedges of Laly." 
Notes upon Georg. 1. v. 306. 
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hills the eye is prefented, wherever it turns, with 
one unbroken view of numberlefs vineyards, which 
are terminated by a border; as it were, of fhrubs, 
From thence you have a profpect of the adjoin- 
ing fields. and meadows below, The foil of the 
former is; fo extremely ftiff; and upon the firft 
ploughing it rifes in fuch vaft clods; chat. it is 
neceffary to go over it nine feveral times with the 
largeft oxen and the: ftrongeft ploughs, before 
they can be thoroughly broken; whilft the ena- 
meled meadows produce trefoil; and other: kinds 
of herbage as fine and tender as if it were but juft 
fprung up; ‘being continually refrefhed by never- 
failing rills But tho’ the country abounds with 
great plenty of water; there are no maríhes ; fot 
as it is. a rifing ground, whatever water it re- 
ceives without abforbing, runs off into the Ti- 
ber. This river; which winds thro’ the middle 
of the meadows, is navigable only in the winter 
and fpring,, when it tranfports the produce of the 
lands to Rome: but its channel is fo extremely 
iow’ in fummer, that it fcarce deferves the name 
of a river ; towards the autumn however; it be- 
gins again to renew its claim to that title, You 
could not be more agreeably entertained, than by 
taking a view of the face of this country from the 
top of one of our neighboring mountains : you 
would imagine that not a real, but fome painted 

Vor. I; R lands 
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landfcape lay before you, drawn with the moft 
exquifite beauty and exactnefs ; fuch an harmo- 
nious and regular variety charms the eye which 
way foever it throws itfelf. My villa is fo ad- 
*antageoufly fituated, that it commands a full 
view of all the country round ; yet you go up to 
it by fo infenfible a rife, that you find yourfelf 
upon an elevation without perceiving you af- 
cended. Behind, but at a great diftance, ftand 
the Apennine mountains. In the calmeft days 
we are refrefhed by the winds that blow from 
thence, but fo fpent, as it were, by the long 
tract of land they travel over, that they are en- 
tirely. divefted of all their ftrength and violence 
before they reach us. The expofition of the 
principal front of the. houfe is full fouth, and 
feems to invite the afternoon fun in fümmer (but 
fomething earlier in winter) into a fpacious and 
well-proportioned Portico, confifting of feveral . 
members, particularly a porch built after the 
manner of the antients. In the front of the 
portico is a fort of terrace, embellifhed with va- 
rious figures, and bounded with a box-hedge, 
from whence you defcend by an eafy flope, 
adorned with the reprefentation of divers ani- 
mals in box anfwering alternately to each other, 

into a lawn, overfpread with the foft, I had al- 


moft 
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fnoft faid the liquid * Acanthus : this is furround- 

ed by à walk "inclofed with tonfile ever-greens, 

fhaped into a variety of forms. Beyond it is the 

Geftatio laid out in the form of a ^ Circus, orna- 

mentéd in the middle with box cut in number- 
lefs different figures, together with a plantation 
of fhrubs prevented by the fheers from running 
up too high: The whole is fenced-in with a wall. 
covered by box, rifing by different ranges to the 

top. On the outfide of the wall lies a meadow 
that owes as many beauties to nature, as all I 
have been defcribing within does to art ; at the 
‘end of which are feveral other meadows and fields 
R 2 interfperfed 


: Sif William Temple fuppofes the 4canthus of the an- 
tients to be what we call Perzcaztbe. Modern + botanifts term 
it garden dears-foot ; but My. Caftel in his obíervations upon 
this paffage, with more probability, imagines by its character 
here that it refemblés mofs. See note p. 266. 

_ » This walk is called in the original 4mbulatio, as what I 
have ventured to tranflate a Terrace, is by Pliny termed Xy/us. 
The Ambulatio feems to be what we properly call a walk ; the 
Geflatio was a place appropriated to taking of exercife in their 
vehicles, and the Xy/us in its original fignification, according 
to the definition given by Vitruvius, wasalarge portico where- 
in the athletic exercifes were performed ; tho’ it is plainly ufed 
im this place for an open walk, ornamented much in the man- 
ner of our old-fafhioned parterres ; but its being raifed above 
the other walks which lay in the front, feems to juftify its 
being called a Terrace. 

¢ The Circus was a place fet apart for the celebration of 
feveral public games, particularly the chariot-race. Its form 


was generally oblong, having a wall quite round with ranges 
ef feats for the convenience of fpe&ators. 


t See Martyn en Georg. 4. v. 125. 


260 ‘Th LETTERS Book V; 


interperfed with thickets. ' At the extremity of 
the portico ftands a erand dining-room, which 
opens upon one end of the terrace ; as from the 
windows there is a very extenfive profpect over 
the meadows up into the country, from whence 
you alfo have a view of the terrace and fuch parts - 
of the houfe which project forward, together with 
the woods inclofing the adjacent * hippodrome. 
Oppofite almoft to the center of the portico ftands 
an apartment fomething backwards, which en- 
compaffes a fmall area, fhaded by four plane- 
trees, in the midft of which a fountain rifes, from 
whence the water running over the edges of a 
marble bafon gently refrefhes the furrounding 
plane-trees and the verdure, underneath them. 
This apartment confifts of a bed-chamber free 
from every kind of noife, and which the light 
itfelf cannot penetrate ; together with a common. 
dining-room that I ufe whenever I have none but 
familiar friends with me. A fecond portico looks 
upon this little area, and has the fame profpect 
with the former I juft now defcribed. There is 
befides, another room, which being fituated clofe 
to the neareft plane-tree, enjoys a conftant fhade- 
and verdure: its fides are incrufted half way with 


carved 


* À part of the garden, fo called. See note’, p. 264. 


Book V. of PLIN Y. 261 


carved. marble, and from thence to the ceiling a 
foliage is painted with birds intermixed among 
the branches, which has an effect altogether as 
agreeable as that of the carving; at the bafis of 
Which is placed a little fountain, that playing 
thro’ feveral fmall pipes into a vafe, produces a 
moft pleafing murmur. From a corner of the 
portico you enter into a very fpacious chamber 
oppofite to the grand dining-room, which from 
fome of its windows has a view of the terrace, 
and from others of the meadow, as thofe in the 
front look upon a caícade, which entertains at 
once both the eye and the ear ; for the water fal- 
ling from a great height, foams round the mar- 
ble bafon, which receives it below. This room 
is extremely warm in winter, being much expo- 
fed to the fun, as in a cloudy day the heat of 
an adjoining ftove very well fupplies his -abfence, 
From hence you país thro’ a fpacious and plea- 
fant undreffing-room into the cold-bath-room, in 
which is a large gloomy bath: butif you are dif- 
pofed to {wim more at large, or in warmer wa- 
ter, in the middle of the area is a wide bafon for 
that purpofe, and near it a refervoir from whence 
you may be fupplied with cold water to brace 
yourfelf again, if you fhould perceive you are 
too much relaxed by the warm. Contiguous to 
the cold-bath is one of a midling degree of heat, 

R3 : which 


EM. 
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which enjoys the kindly warmth of the fun, but 
notío intenfely as that of the hot-bath, which 
projects farther. This laft confifts of three feve- 
ral divifions, each of different degrees of heat; 
the two former lie open to the full fun, the lat- 
ter, tho' not fo much expofed to its heat, receives 
an equal fhare of its light. Over the uncrefling- 
room is built the tennis-court, which by means of 
different * circles, admits of different kinds of 
games. Not far from the baths, is the ftair-cafe 
which leads to the inclofed portico, after having 
firft paffed thro’ three apartments: one of thefe 
looks upon the little area with the four plane- 
trees round it, the other has a fight of the mea- 
dows, and from the third you have a view of | 
feveral vineyards, fo that they have as many dif- 
ferent profpe&s as expofitions. At one end of 
the inclofed portico, and indeed taken off from 
it, is a chamber that looks upon the hippodrome, 
the vineyards and the mountains; adjoining is a 
room which has a full expofure to the fun, efpe- 
cially in winter : from hence runs an apartment 

that 


e ** Thefe circles were probably no other than particular 
«€ marks made on the floor, the fuccefs of their play depend- 
** ing on the ball's lighting in fuch a circle after it had been 
* ftruck, which was the adveríaries bufinefs to prevent ; and 
** the many forts of exercifes this room was made for, might 
* be diverfified by lines or circles on the walls or £oor ; lke 
** the game of tennis, which tho’ it takes up one entire room, 
** may ferve for feveral games of the like nature." Cattel’s 
Remarks.on Tuícum, p. 110. 


^ 
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that connects the hippodrome with the ‘houfe : 
and fuch is the form and afpect of the front. On 
the fide is a fummer inclofed portico which ftands 
high, and has not only a profpe& of the vine- 
yards, but feems almoft to touch them. From 
the middle of this portico you entera dining- 
room cooled by the wholíome breezes which 
come from the Apennine valleys : from the win- 
dows in the back front, which are extremely 
large, there is a profpect of the vineyards, as 
you have alfo another view of them from the 
folding-doors thro' the fummer portico: along 
that fide of this dining-room where there are no 
windows, runs a private ftair-cafe for the greater 
conveniency of ferving at entertainments : at the 
farther end of a chamber from whence the eye is 
entertained with a view of the vineyards, and 
(what is equally agreeable) of the portico. Un- 
derneath this room is an inclofed portico fome- 
thing refembling a grotto, which enjoying in the 
midft of fummer heats, its own natural coolnefs, 
‘neither admits nor wants the refrefhment of ex- 
ternal breezes. After you have paffed both thefe 
porticos, at the end of the dining-room ftands a 
third, which as the day is more or lefs advanced, 
ferves either for winter or fummer ufe. It leads 
to two different apartments, one containing four 
chambers, the other three, which enjoy by turns 

R 4 botle 
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both fun and fhade. In the front of thefe agree: 
able buildings lies a very fpacious hippodrome *, 
entirely open in the middle, by which means the 
eye, upon your firft entrance, takes in its whole 
extent at one view. It is encompafled on every 
fide with plane-trees covered with * ivy, fo that 
while their heads florifh with their own green, 
their bodies enjoy a borrowed verdure; and thus 
the ivy twining round the trunk and branches, 
fpreads from tree to tree, and connects them 
together. Between each plane-tree are plant- 
ed box trees, and behind thefe, bay-trees, 
which biend their fhade with that of the planes, 
This plantation, forming a ftreight boundary 
on both fides of the hippodrome, bends at 
the farther end into a femi-circle, which being 
fet round and fhelter’d with cyprefs-trees, va- 

| ries 


' The Hippodromus, in its proper fignification, was a place 
among the Grecians, fet apart for horfe-racing and otherexer- 
cifes of that kind. But it feems hereto be nothing more than 

‘ (d 


à particular walk, to which Pliny perhaps gave that name, 
from its bearing fome refemblance in its form to the public 
places focaled.  .. 

£ € What the Hederz were, that deferved a place in a gar- 
* den, ({ays Sir William Temple in his Effay on Gardening) 
** [ cannot guefs, unlefs they had forts of ivy unknown to 
** ys.” But it does not feem neceffáry to have recourfe to that 
fappofition ; for thereare two forts among us, which arevery 
Beautiful plants. the one called the filver {triped ivy, the ather 
the yellow variegated ivy The former, perhaps, is the pallen- 
tes Hed:re * of Virgil, which epithet fome of the critics, no 
attending to the different kinds of ivy, have injudicioufly 
changed for palantes. i ae ag A 

um * Georg. 4. 
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ties the: profpe&, and cafts a deep and more 
gloomy íhade ; while the inward circular walks 
(for. tliere .are feveral) enjoying an open expofure, 
are perfumed with rofes, and corre& by a very plea- 
fing contraft, the coolnefs of the fhade with the 
warmth of the fun. Having paffed thro’ thefe fe- 
yeral winding-alleys, you enter a "^ ftreight walk, 
which breaks out into a variety of others, divided 
off by box-hedges. In one place you have a little 
meadow ; in another the box is cut into:a thoufand 
different? forms ; fometimes into letters, expreffing 
the name of the mafter ; fometimes that of the 
artificer : whilft here and there little obelifks rife 
intermixed alternately with fruit-trees : when on a 
fudden, in the midft of this elegant regularity, you 
are furprized with an imitation of the negligent 
beauties of rural nature ; in the center of which 


lies 


^ Here feems to begin what we properly call the Garden, 
and is the only defcription of a Roman one, which has come 
down to us. Virgil indeed mentions that of his Corycian 
friend's, but he only gives an account ofthe plants which that 
contented old man cultivated, without defcribing the form in 
which this little fpot was laid out. 
" VItis very remarkable that this falfe tafte in gardening, fo 
juftly reje&ed by modern improvementsin that agreeable art, 
was introduced among the Romans ata time, when one fhould 
little expect to meet with any inelegancies in the polite refine- 
ments of life. Marius, the friend of Julius Czfar, and peculiar 
favorite of Auguítus, of whom there is ftill extant a letter to 
Cicero, greatly admired for the beauty of its fentiments and 
expreffion, is faidto have firft taught his countrymen this mon- 
ftrous method of diftorting nature, by cutting treesinto regular 
forms. Columel |l 12.c.44. ^ PUN 

Li 
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fies a fpot furrounded with a knot of dwarf * plane- 
trees. Beyond thefe isa walk interfperfed with 
thé fmooth and twining ! acanthus, where the trees 

(a are 


x The plane-trte was extremely cultivated among the Ro- 
mans upon account of its extraordinary fhade, and they ufed 
to tourifh it with * wine inftéad of water, believing (as an in- 
genious author T obferves) ** This tree loved that liquor, as 
** well as thofe who ufed to drink under its fhade.” Virgil 
mentions it ds minifrantem—potantibus umbras. Georg. 4. It 
was a favorite tree likewife among the Grecians : 


Avlep enor syxuxnvs vervos — Cabuguaam, 

Kat ways QIASOLBA Tov sy yuley nyo axsey. ; 
* " ii s Mofch. 1dyl. 

Give me beneath the plane-tree's fhade to lie, j 

While tinkling fountains fweetly murmur by. | 
! [t is probable the Acanthus here mentioned is not thefame 

lant with that defcribed above; it is certain at leaft there 

were different forts of them. It feems to be of the kind which 

Virgil fpeaks of in the 4th Georgic : | 


Aut flexi tacuiffem vimen Acanthi ; 
Whatever that was, which is by.no means clear. The inge: 


‘nious Botanift mentioned before, fuppofes it to be Brank-urfine, 
and that Dryden was miftaken in tranflating this paffage: — 


The winding Trail 
Of Bears-foot. 


For, fays he, it is by no means a trailing plant. But there is 
reafon, it fhould feem, to believe the contrary ; for it is not 
"ery probable, that Virgil fhould ufe the epithet F/exus in allu- 
fion, as this gentleman imagines, to the ftory of the tile and 
the bafket, which gave the firít hint to the inventor of the Co- 
rinthian capital. It is much more likely and natural that he 
fhould join an epithet to Acanthus, which denoted a certain 
general quality attending it, than any foreign and accidental 
sircumftance, cípecially one fo extremely remote. And this 
conjecture feems to be ftrongly fupported by Pliny's calling it 
Flexuofus. x imd 
* Fin. Hif, Nat. + Sir William Temple, 
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are alfo cut into a variety of names and fhapes. 
At the upper end is an alcove of white marble, 
fhaded with vines, fupported by four {mall Cary- 
ftian ^ pillars. From this bench the water gufhing 
thro’ feveral little pipes, as if it were preffed out 
by the weight of the perfons who repofe them- 
felves upon it, falls into a ftone ciftern under- 
neath, from whence it is received into a fine po- 
lifhed marble bafori, fo artfully contrived, that it 
is always full without ever overflowing. When I 
fup here, this bafon ferves for a table, the larger 
fort of difhes being placed round the. margin, 
while the {maller ones {wim about in the form of 
little veffels and water-fowl. Correfponding to 
this, is a fountain which is inceffantly emptying 
and filling; for the water which it throws up a 
great height, falling back again into it, is by 
means of two openings returned as faít as it is re- 
_ ceived. Fronting the alcove (and which reflects 
as great an ornament to it, as it borrows from it) 
ftands a fummer-houfe of exquifite marble, whofe 
doors project and open into a green enclofure ; as 
from its upper and lower windows the eye is 
| pre- 

» This marble came from Caryftus (now called Carifto) im 
Eubeea, an iflandinthe Archipelago, which has fince changed 
its name into Negroponte, From hence likewife, itisfaid, the 
Romans fetched that famous ftone out of which they fpun a 
fort of incombuftible cloth, wherein they wrapped the bodies 


of their dead, and thereby preferved their afhes diftin® and 
vnmixed with thofe of the funeral pile. 
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prefented with a variety of different verdures, 
Next to this is a little private clofet (which tho? 
it feems diftinét, may be laid into the fame room) 
furnifhed with a couch; and notwithftanding it 
has windows on every fide, yet it enjoys a very 
acreeable gloominefs, by’ means of a fpreading 
— vine which climbs to the top, and entirely over- 
fhades it. Here you may lie and fancy yourfelf 
in a wood, with this difference only, that you 
are not expofed to the weather: in this place a 
fountain alfo rifes and inftantly difappears: in 
different quarters are difpofed feveral marble-feats, 
which ferve no lefs than the fummer-houfe, as fo 
many reliefs after one is wearied with walking. 
Near each feat isa little fountain; and through- 
out’ the whole hippodrome feveral fmall rills run 
murmuring along, wherefoever the hand of art 
thought proper to conduct them, watering here 
and there different fpots of verdure, and in their 
progrefs refrefhing the whole. 

And now, I fhould not have hazarded the impu- 
tation of being too minute in this detail, if I had 
not propofed to lead you into every corner of my 
houfe and gardens. You will hardly, I imagine, 
think it a trouble to read the defcription of a place, 
which I am perfuaded would pleafe you were you 
to fee it; efpecially as you have it in your power. 
to ftop, and by throwing afide my letter, fit down 

as 
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asit were, and. reft yourfelf as often as you think 
proper. JI had at the fame time a view to the gar- 
tification of my own paffion : asI confefs, I have 
a very great one for this villa, which was chiefly 
built or finifhed by myfelf. In a word (for why 
fhould I conceal from my friend my fentiments 
whether right or wrong ?) I look upon it as the 
firft duty of every writer frequently to throw his 
eyes upon his title-page, and to confider well. the 
fubject he has propofed to himfelf ; and he may be ' 
affured if he ciofely puríues his plan he cannot 
juftly be thought tedious ; but on the contrary, if 
he fuffers himfelf to be carried off from it, he will 
moft certainly incur that cenfure. Homer, you 
know.has employed . many. verfes in the. defcrip- 
tion of the arms of Achilles, as Virgil alfo has in 
thofe of 7Eneas ; yet neither of them are prolix, 
becaufe they both keep within the limits of. their 
original defign. Aratus, you fee, is not efteemed too 
circumftantial, tho’ he traces and enumerates the 
^minuteft ftars ; for he does not go out of his way 
for that purpofe, he only follows where his: fubs 
jects leads him. In the fame manner (to compare 
fmall things with great) if endeavoring to give 
you an idea of my houfe, I have not wandered 
into any thing foreign, or, as it were, devious, 
it is not my letter which defcribes, but ‘my villa 
which is defcribed, that is to be deemed large. 


But not to dwell any longer upon this digreffion, 
left 
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left I fhould myfelf be condemned by the max 

im I have juft laid down ; I have now informed 
you why I prefer my Tufcan villa, to thofe which 
I poffefs at" Tufculum, * Tiber, ' and Pranette: 
Befides the ádvantages already mentioned, I here 
enjoy à more profound retirement, as I am at a 
farther diftance from the bufinefs of the town, and 
the interruption of troublefome avocations. All is 
calm and compofed; which contributes, no lefs 
than its clear air and unclouded fky, to that health 
of body and chearfulnefs of mind which I parti: 
cularly enjoy here : both of which I keep in pro- 
per exercife by ftudy and hunting. And indeed 
there is no place which agrees better with all my 
family in general; I am fure at leaft, I have not 
yet loft one (andl fpeak it with the fentiments I 
ought) of all thofe I brought with me hither : and 
may the gods continue that happinefs to me, and 
that honor to my vilia! Farewel. 


» Now called Frafcati, "Tivoli, ?and Paleftrina, all of 


them fituated in the Campagna di Rona, and at no great diftance 
from Rome. 


LE- 
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DecEESTTER KD. 'Te Caves, 


I is certain the law does not allow a corpo- 
rate city to inherit any eftate by will, or to 
receive a legacy. Saturninus however, who has 
appointed me his heir, had left a fourth part of 
his eftate to our corporation of Comum ; which 
devife he afterwards changed into an abfolute le- 
gacy of 400,000 fefterces. This bequeft, in a 
legal view, is undoubtedly void; but confidered 
as the clear and exprefs will of the dead, ought 
to ftand firm and valid: a confideration in my 
opinion (tho’ I am afraid the lawyers will not be 
pleafed with what I fay) of higher regard than 
any law whatfoever, efpecially when the intereft 
of one’s country is concerned. It would be ex- 
tremely inconfiftent in me, who made them a 
prefent of eleven hundred thoufand " fefterces out 
of my own patrimony, to with-hold from them 
a benefaction of a little more than a third part of. 
that fum, out of an eftate which is-entirely ad- 
ventitious. You, who like a true patriot, have the 
fame affection for this our common country, will 
join with me, I dare fay, in thefe fentiments. I 
wifh therefore you would, at the next affem- 
bly of the Decurii, acquaint them, in a refpett- 

ful 


» About 3,200 1. of our money. 
» About 8,800]. 
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ful manner, how the law ftands in this cafe, and 
at the fame time let them know that I fhall not 
take advantage of it, but will pay them thé. 
400,000 fefterces according to the directions in 
the will of Saturninus:, You will reprefent it as 
bis prefent. and Zis liberality ; I. only claim the 
merit of complying with his requeft. I forbear 
writing: to their fenate concerning this affair, 
fully. relying upon your friendfhip and prudence; 
and being affured that. you are. both able and 
willing to act for me upon this occafion as I would 
for myfelf ; befides I am afraid I fhould not feem 
to have preferved that juft medium in my letter, . 
which you will much eafier be able to do ina 
fpeech... The countenance, ‘the gefture, and 
even the tone of voice governs and determines 
the fenfe of the fpeaker: whereas a letter being 
deftitute of thefe advantages, is more liable to the 
malignant interpretation of thofe who are inclined 
to pervert its meaning. Farewel. 


LEITER VIIL -Té Capito: 


-O U are not fingular in the advice you give 

me to undertake the writing of hiftory ;. it 

is a work which has been frequently preffed upon 
me by feveral others of my friends ; ; and what I 
have 
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have fome thoughts of engaging in. Not that I 
have any confidence of fucceeding in this way ; 
That would be too rafhly prefuming upon the 
event of an experiment which I have never yet 
made; but becaufe it is a noble employment to 
refcue from oblivion thofe who deferve to be 
eternally remembered, and extend the reputation 
of others, at the fame time that we advance our 
own. Nothing, I confefs, fo ftrongly affects me 
as the defire of a lafting name: a paffion highly 
worthy of the human breaít, efpecially of one, 
who not being conícious to himfelf of any ill, is 
not afraid of being known to poiterity. It is the 
continual fubject therefore of my thoughts, 


^ By what fair deed 1 too may raife a name: 
for to that I moderate my wifhes; the reft, 
And gather round the world immortal fame, 


is much beyond my hopes : 
* Tho? yet ——klowever the firft is fufficient, 
and Hiftory perhaps is the fingle means that can 
affure 


* Virgil Georg. 1. fub init. 

? Part of a verfe fromthe fifth Eneid, where Meneftheus 
one of the competitors in the naval games, who was in fome 
danger of being difanced, exhorts his men to exert their ut- 

Vou. 1 S moit 
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affure it to me. Oratory and Poetry, unlefs car- 
ried to the higheft point of eloquence, are talents 
but of fmall recommendation to thofe who pof- 
fefs them ; but Hiftory however executed is al- 
ways entertaining. Mankind are naturally in- 
quifive; and are fo fond of having this turn 
cratified, that they will liften with attention to 
the plaineft matter of fact, and the moft idle tale. 
But befides this, I have an example in my own 
family that inclines me to engage in this ftudy, 
my uncle and-adoptive father * having acquired 
great reputation as a very accurate hiftorian ; and 
the philofophers, you know, recommend it to 
us to tread in the fteps of our anceftors, when 
they have gone before us in the right path. If 
you afk me then, why do I not immediately en- 
ter upon the tafk? My reafon is this: I have 
pleaded fome very important caufes, and (tho' I 


am 


* . 

moft vigor to a prevent fuch a difgrace. Thereader, perhaps, 
will not be difpleafed to fee the whole paflage, as it is excel- 
lenty tranflated by Mr. Pit; which I am the more inclined 
to tranfcribe, not only as it will fhew the propriety of my au- 
thor’s application of this veríe ; butas Í am glad of any op- 
portunity of quoting from a poet whofe tranflation of the 
JEneid does honor to the Engliíh language. 


Now, now, my friends, your utmofi pow'r difplay, 

Rife to your oars, and fweep the wat ry way: 

Tho’ yet-—but ah! let tbofe the palm obtain, 

Thofe whom thy favors crown, great monarch of the main ! 
But to return the lags of all the day, ; 

Oh! wipe, my friends, that foameful fíain away. 


« See Book 3. Let. 5. 
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am not extremely fanguine in my hopes concern- 
ing them) [have determined to revife my fpeeches; 
left for want of this remaining labor, all the pains 
they coft me fhould be thrown away, and they 
with their author be buried in oblivion: for with 
refpect to pofterity, the work that was never 
finifhed, was never begun. You will think, per- 
haps, I might corre& my. pleadings and write 
hiftory at the fame time. I with indeed, I were 
capable of doing fo, but they are both fuch great 
undertakings, that either of them is abundant- 
ly fufficient. I was but nineteen when I firft ap- 
peared atthe bar; andyet it is only now at laft 
I underftand (and that in truth but imperfectly) 
. what is effential to a complete orator. How then 
fhall I be able to fupport the weight of an addi- 
tional burthen? It is true, indeed, hiftory and 
oratory have in many points a general refem- 
blance; yet in thofe very things in which they 
feem to agree, there are feveral circumftances 
wherein they differ. Narration is common to 
them both ; but it is anarration of a diftinét kind. 
The former contents itfelf frequently with low 
and vulgar facts; the latter requires every thing 
fplendid, elevated and extraordinary: ftrength and 
nerves is fufficient in ¢hat, but beauty and orna- 
ment is effential to this: the excellency of the 
one confifts in a ftrong, fevere and clofe ftile ; 

Syst | of 
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of the other, in a diffufive, flowing, and harmo- 
nious narration: in fhort, the words, the em- 
phafis, and whole turn and ftructure of the pe- | 
riods are extremely different in theíe two arts. 
For, as Thucydides obferves, there is a wide di- 
{tance between compofitions which are calculat- 
ed for a prefent purpofe, and thofe which are de- © 
figned to remain as /affing monuments to pofterity s 
by the firft of which expreffions he alludes to 
Oratory, and by the other to Hiftory. For thefe 
reafons I am not inclined to blend together two . 
performances of fuch diftinét natures, which, as 
they areboth of the higheft rank, neceffarily there- 
fore require a feparate attention; left, confound- 
ed by a crowd of different ideas, I fhould intro- 
duce into the one what is only proper to the 
other. Therefore, (to fpeak in our language of 
the bar) I muft deg leave the caufe may be adjourn- 
ed fome time longer. In the mean while, I refer 
it to your confideration from what period I fhall 
commence my hiftory. Shall I take it up from 
' thofe remote times which have been treated of 
already by others? In this way, indeed, the ma- 
terials will be ready prepared to my hands, but 
the collating of the feveral hiftorians will be ex- 
tremely troublefome: or, fhall I write only of 
the prefent times, and thofe wherein no other au- 

thor 
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thor has gone before me? If fo, I may probably 
give offence to many, and pleafe but few. For, 
inan age fo over-run with vice, you will find in- 
finitely more to condemn than approve ; yet your 
praife, tho” ever fo lavifh, will be thought too 
referved ; and your cenfure, tho’ ever fo cauti- 
ous, too profufe. However, this does not at all 
difcourage me ; for I want not fufficient refolution 
to- bear teftimony to truth. expect then, that 
you prepare the way which you have pointed out 
to me, and determine what fubject I fhall fix up- 
on for my hiftory, that when I am ready to en- 
ter upon the tafk you have affigned me, I may 
not be delayed by any new difficulty. Farewel. 


LETTER IX. To SATURNINUS. 


OUR letter made very different impref- 

fions upon me, as it brought me news 
which I both rejoiced and grieved to receive. It ~ 
gave me pleafure when it informed you were 
detained in Rome; which tho’ you will tell me 
is a circumftance that affords you none, yet I 
cannot but rejoice at it, fince you affure me you 
continue there upon my account, and defer the 
recital of your work till my return; for which 
Iam greatly obliged to you. But Iwas much 


concerned at that part of your letter which men- 
S 3 tioned 


- 
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tioned the dangerous lllnefs of Julius Valens; 

tho'.indeed, with refpect to himfelf it ought to 
affect. me with other fentiments, as it cannot but 
be for his advantage the fooner he is relieved by 
death, from a diftemper of which there is no 
hope he can ever be cured. But what you add 
concerning Avitus, who died in his return from 
the province where he had been Quzeftor, is an 
accident that juílly demands our forrow. That 
he died on board-a-fhip, at a diftance from his 
brother whom he tenderly loved, and from his 
mother and fifters, are circumftances, which tho' 
they cannot affe&b him now, yet undoubtedly did 
in his laft moments, as well as tend to heighten 
the affliction of thofe he hasleft behind. How 
fevere is the reflection, that a youth of his well- 
formed difpofition fhould be extin& in the prime 
of life, and fnatch'd from thofe high honors to 
which his virtues, had they been permitted to 
grow to their full maturity, would certainly have 
raifed him! How did his bofom glow with the 
‘love of the fine arts! How many books has he 
perufed! How many volumes has he tranfcribed ! 
but the fruits of his labors are now perifhed with 
him, and for ever loft to pofterity. — Yet why in- 
dulge my forrow ? A paffion which, if we once 
give a loofetoit, will aggravate every the flight- 
eft circumftance. I will put an end therefore to 


ny 
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my letter, that I may to the tears which yours 
has drawn from me. _ Farewel. 


BEST ER Xx. Te ANTONINUS. 


AM never more fenfible of the fuperior ex- 

cellency of your verfes, than when I endeavor 
to imitate them. As the hand of the painter muft 
always fail, when perfect beauty fits for the pic- - 
ture; fo I labor to catch the graces of my origi- 
nal, but ftill fall fhort of them. Let me conjure 
you then to continue to fupply us with many 
more fuch excellent models, which every man 


mutt wifh to imitate, but few, perhaps none, 
will be able to. equal. -Farewel. 


LETTER XI. To TRANQUILLUS. 


T is time you fhould acquit the promife my 
I verfes gave to our common friends, of your 
works. The world is every day impatiently en- 
quiring after them, and there is fome danger of 

your being fummoned in form to give an account 
of your delay. I am myfelf a good deal back- 
ward in publifhing, but you are even ftill flower. 
You muft haften your hand, however, other- 
wife the feverity of my fatire may‘ perhaps ex- 
tort from you, whatthe blandifhments of my foít- 
9 4 | er 
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er mufe could not obtain. Your work is already 
arrived to that degree of perfection, that the file, 
can only weaken, not polifh it. Allow me then 
the pleafure of feeing your name in the title-page 
of abook, and fuffer the works of my dear Tran- 
quillus to be recited and tranícribed, to be bought 
and read. [t is but fair, and agreeable to our mu- 
tual friendfhip, that you fhould give me in return 
the fame pleafure you receive from me. — Farewel. 


LETTER XIL 4o.FABATUS?, 


' OUR letter informs me that you have 


erected a noble ^ public portico, as a me- 


morialof yourfelf and your fon, and that the next 


> 


day aíter the ceremony of opening it, you en- 


gaged to repair and beautify the gates of our city 


at 


« Grand-father to Calphurnia, Pliny’s wife. 

* Thefe porticos, which were carried to an extreme de- 
gree of magnificence, ferved for various ufes; fometimes for 
the affembly of the fenate, fometimes for ftands of the moft cu- 
rious merchandize. But the general ufe they were put to was, 


the pleafure of walking in them; like the prefent piazzas in ~ 


Italy [Fabric. Defcrip. Rom. c. 13.] Here likewife works of 
genius were publickly recited, and the philofophers held their 
dilputations. ‘The famous Pcecile Portico, or pi&ure gallery 
at 'Athens, muft have afforded the nobleft fcene of this kind 
imaginable to a lover ofthe imitative arts, Polygnotus, Panze- 
nus, and al] the great mafters of that refined age, having con- 
tributed to embe!lifh it with the fineit productions of their pen- 
cils. Vid, Meurfii Ath. At, 1. 1. c. 5. 


BookiVea:” cof PLI NY. 281 


at your own charge : thus it is that you rife from 
one act of munificence to another! I take part, 
believe me, in every thing that concerns your 
glory ; which, from the alliance that is between 
us, in fome degree redounds to mine; and am 
pleafed.to fee the memory of my father-in-law 
delivered down to pofterity by fuch beautiful 
ftructures. I rejoice too, at the honor that here- 
by arifes to our native province; and as every 
thing that tends to her advantage is highly agree- 
able to me, by what hand foever it may be con- 
ferred; fo particularly when it is by yours. I 
have only to defire that heaven would continue 
to cherifh in you this generous frame of mind, 
and to grant you many years in which to exert 
it: for your bounty, I am well perfuaded, will 
not terminate here, but extend itíelf to farther 
acts of beneficence. Generofity, when once fhe 
is fet forward, knows not how to ftop her pro- . 
grefs ; as the more familiar we are with the love- 
ly form, the more enamored we grow of her en- 
gaging charms. Farewel. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XIII. To ScavRvs, 


Aving thoughts of publifhing a little fpeech 
which I have compolfed, I invited fome of - 

my friends whofe judgments I revere, to attend 
the recital of it; tho’ at the fame time, that I 
might be more fecure of hearing the truth of 
their fentiments, I felected only a fmall number: 
for I have a double view in thefe rehearfals; the 
firft is, that the zealous folicitude of approving 
myfelf to my audience may inflame my imagi- 
nation; the next, that thofe errors which a par- - 
tiality to myfelf may conceal from my own ob- 
fervation, be pointed out to me. I fucceeded in 
my defign, and my friends obliged me with 
their fincere opinions; as I likewife obferved my- 
felf: fome paflages which required correction. I 


fend you the piece therefore as I have now alter- . . 


ed it. The occafion of it will appear from the 
title, and for the reft I refer you to the fpeech it- 
felf, which I hope you will perufe fo carefully, . 
as not to ftand in need of a preface to explain it. 
I beg you would fincerely tell me your fenti- 
ments of the whole, and of its feveral parts. I 
fhall be more inclined to fupprefs or publifh it, 
as your judgment fhall decide either way. —Fare- 
wel. 


LE - 
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LETIER XIV. To VALERIANUS. 


: O U defire me to inform you (agreeably * to 

À my promife) what fucceís attended Nepos 
in his accufation of Tufcillinus Nominatus. The 
latter being brought before the fenate, pleaded his 
own caufe, tho’ indeed no body appeared to fup- 
port the accufation. On the contrary, the depu- 
ties from the Vicentini were fo far from purfuing 
their charge, that they favored his defence. The 
fum of what he urged in his own behalf was; 
. ** That it was his courage and not his integrity 
had failed him; that he fet out with a defiga 
of pleading the caufe, and actually came in- 
to the fenate for that purpofe, but being dií- 
* couraged by his friends, he withdrew himfelf ; 
* that they diffuaded him from perfifting to op- - 
* pofe (efpecially in the fenate) the inclinations 
* of a fenator, who did not contend fo much ' 
* for the fair itfelf, as for his own credit and cha- 
** racer, which he looked upon as concerned in 
** this caufe; that if he did not defift, he would 
** fuffer greater indignities than in his former 
** pleading.” (And there werefome, tho’ indeed 
but a few, who expreffed high indignation at his 
fpeech.) He proceeded to implore the clemency 


of 
2 See letter the 4th of this book. 
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of the fenate with tears in his eyes; and prudent- 
ly endeavored throughout his whole fpeech (as 
he is a man extremely well verfed in the arts of 
oratory) to appear rather to fue for pardon than 
juftice. Afranius Dexter, the conful elect, was 
for acquitting him. The purport of his fentiments 
was to this effect: ‘* That Nominatus would 
* have acted more prudently if he had gone 
«¢ thro’ the caufe of the Vicentini with the fame 
refolution he began it: however, fince it did 
not appear he had been guilty of this neglect 
with any fraudulent defign, and that he had not 
been convicted of any thing which merited 
public animadverfion, it was his opinion he 
ought to be acquitted: but that he fhould re- 
turn to the Vicentini whatever gratuity he had 
* received from them:” "This motion was ap- 
proved by the whole fenate except Flavius Aper: 
his opinion was, that he fhould be fufpended from 
exercifing the profeffion of an advocate for five 
years; and tho' he could not bring any over to 
his fentiments, he refolutely perfifted in them: he 
even obliged Dexter, who fpoke firft on the op- 
pofite fide, to take his oath that he thought his 
motion was for the benefit of the republic; agree- 
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ably to a law which he produced concerning the 
affembling of the fenate. But this, tho’ it was 
certainly legal, was oppofed by fome, who thought 

it 
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it a reflection upon Dexter, as if he had been un- 
duely influenced in his fentiments. But before the 
votes of the houfe were collected, Nigrinus, a tri- 
bune of the people, read a very elegant and fenfi- 
ble remonftrance, wherein he ftrongly complained 
that the profeffion of the law was become venal, 
and thatthe advocates took money, even to be- 
tray the caufe of their clients ; that they made a 
fhameful trade of their function: and inftead of 
honor, which was formerly their only reward, 
they now lived upon the fpoils of their fellow- — 
citizens, from whom they received large and an- 
nual falaries.; He gave the fenate a fummary ac- 
count of the laws which had been made upon 
this fubject, and reminded them likewife of their 
own decrees to the fame purpofe: and he con- 
cluded with obferving, that fince both the autho- 
rity of the laws and of the fenate had been con- 
temned, it was highly neceffary to addrefs the em- 
peror that he would be pleafed himfelf to inter- 
. pofe, and provide fome remedy to fo great an evil. 
Accordingly a few days after, an edict was pub- 
lifhed, drawn up with a proper mixture of mild- 
nefs and feverity ; for which I refer you to the 
journals of the public. I cannot but congratu- 
late myfelf upon this occafion, that in all the 
caufes 


® Sec B. 7. let. 33. note’ 
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caufes in which I have been concerned, I never 
made any bargain, or received any fee, reward, or 
even prefent whatfoevet. One ought, no doubt, 
to avoid whatever is mean and unworthy, not fo 
much becaufe it is illegal, as becaufe it is difho- — 
norable. But {till there is great fatisfaction in find- 
ing the legiflature levelling its prohibitions againft 
a practice, which one never fuffered one’s felf. to 
fallinto. The glory indeed of my conduct may, 
or rather moft certainly will, be confiderably e- 
clipfed, when this practice fhall univerfally prevail 
by: neceffity, which I always purfued by choice. 
Inthe mean time, however, I enjoy the pleafure of 
my friends jefts, while fome tell me I certainly 
forefaw this edict ; and others, that it was parti- 
cularly levelled againft my avarice and rapine. 
Farewel. petals; 


LETTER XV. To Pontius. | 


W AS at Comum when I heared that Cornutus 
Tertullus wasappointedfurveyor* of the Ami- 
lian way. This news was inexpreffibly agreeable to 


me, 


a ‘This was an office of great dignity among the Romans, 
and ufually conferred upon thofe who had been confuls. 
Thus Czfar is mentioned by Plutarch as furveyor of the Appian 
way.  Thefe roads extended to a great diftance from the city 
onall fides, the moft noble of which was the Appian, computed 
to reach three hundred and fifty miles. Mr. Wright in his 
travels {peaking of this road, obferves, that * tho’ it be.much 

** brokew 


^ 
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me, both upon his account and my own: upon 
his, becaufe tho” ambition fhould be (as it cer- 
tainly is) far removed from his heart, yet it can- 
not but be acceptable to him to receive fo great 
an honor without feeking it; upon mine, becaufe 
it heightens the fatisfaction which refults from my 
own office, to fee a man of fo diftinguifhed a cha- 
racter as Cornutus raifed to one of the fame* 
nature; for to be placed in the fame rank with 
the good, is a pleafure equal to being honored 
with the higheft dignities.. And where indeed is 
the man who exceeds. Cornutus in worth and vir- 
tue ? Or whofe conduct is a more exprefs model 
of antient manners? In this T do not found my 
judgment "upon fame, which however, with 
great juftice, fpeaks of him in the higheft terms ; 
but upon long and frequent experience. We have 
ever been joined in the fame friendfhips with the 
moft fhining characters in both fexes, which this 
age has produced: an union that cemented us in 
the ftricteft intimacy. ^ To thefe private ties were 
added thofe of a more public nature : he was, you 
J know, 
**. broken in feveral places, and travelling over it very bad, in 
** others it 1s wonderfully well preferved, notwithftanding it 
**- be computed neartwo thoufand years old. They are paved 
* with fuch hard flones, that they are rather polifhed than 
** worn, and fo well joined, that in fome places the whole 
* breadth of the way feems one intire piece. | 
* Tt appears by fome antient infcriptions ftill remaining, that 


' Pliny was furveyor of the river Tiber and its banks, to which 
_ @fuce it is probable he here alludes. 
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know, my collegue in the treafury, as well as the 
confulfhip. Thefe were opportunities of gaining 
a thorough knowledge of his uncommon virtues ; 
when I followed him as a guide, and revered him 
as a parent; aud 7. bat not fo much upon account 
of his age, as his merit. I rejoice therefore no 
lefs for my own fake than his; and I do fo upon 
a public as well as private confideration, fince 
virtue is now no longer, as formerly‘, expofed 
to the moft cruel dangers, but advanced to the 
nobleft dignities. But if I were to indulge the 
joyous fentiments I feel upon this occafion, I 
fhould never have finifhed my letter. Let me 
turn then to an account of what I was doing when 
your meffenger arrived. He found me with my 
wife's grandfather and aunt, together with feve- 
ral other friends, whofe company I had not en- 
joyed for a confiderable time: I was traverfing 
my grounds, hearing the complaints of the far- 
mers, running over their tedious accounts, and 
had before me papers and letters far different 
from thofe to which my inclination early de- 
voted me; in a word, I was preparing to re- 
turn to Rome. For | have obtained but a fhort 
leave of abfence; and indeed the news of this office 


being conferred on Cornutus, reminds me to haften 
to 


e Alluding to the times of Nero aud Domitian, 
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to the duties of my own. I hope your favorite 
Campania will refign you about the fame time, fo 
that when I return to Rome, not a day may be 
loft to our friendly intercourfe. Farewel. 


LETTER XVI. To ManczLLINUS, 


Write this to you under the utmoft oppreffion 

of forrow: the youngeft daughter of my 
friend Fundanus is dead! Never furely was there 
a more agreeable and more amiable young perfon, 
or one who better deferved to have enjoyed a long, 
I had almoft faid, an immortal life! She ‘was 
Ícarce fourteen, and yet had all the wifdom of age 
and difcretion of a matron, joined with youthful 
Íweetnefs and virgin modefty. With what an en- 
gaging fondnefs did fhe behave to her father! 
How kindly and refpectfully receive his friends ! 
How affectionately treat all thofe who, in their re- 
Ípective offices, had the care and education of her ! 
She employed much of her time in reading, in 
which fhe difcovered great ftrength of judgment; 
fhe indulged herfelf in few diverfions, and thofe 
with much caution. With what forbearance, 
with what patience, with what courage did fhe 
endure her laft illnefs ! She complied with all the 
directions of her phyficians; fhe encouraged her 
Nb. I. is filters 
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fifter, and her father ; and when all her ftrength 
of body was exhaufted, fupported herfelf by the 
fingle vigor of her mind. That, indeed, conti- 
nued even to her laft moments, unbroken by the 
pain of a long illnefs, or the terrors of approach- 
ing death ; and it is a refiection which makes the 
lofs of her fo much the more to be lamented. A 
lofs infinitely fevere! And more fevere by the par- 
ticular conjuncture in which it happened! She was 
contracted to à moft worthy youth ; the wedding 
day was fixed, and we were all invited. How fad 
a change from the higheft joy, to the deepeft 
forrow! How fhall I exprefs the wound that 
pierced my heart, when I heard Fundanus him- 
felf (as grief is ever finding out circumftances to 
aggravate its afftiction) ordering the money he had 
defigned to lay out upon cloaths and jewels for 
her marriage, to be employed in myrth and fpicés - 
for her funeral ? “He is a man of great learning 
and good fenfe, who has applied himfelf from his 
earlieft youth, to the nobler and: moft elevated 
ftudies ; but all the maxims of fortitude which he 
has received from books, or advanced himfelf, he 
now abfolutely rejects, and every other virtue of 
his heart givés place to alla parent's tendernefs. 
You will excufe, you will even approve his fórrow, 
when you confider what he has loft. He has loft 

a daughter 


/ 
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a daughter who refembled him in his manners, as 
well as his perfon, and exactly copied out all her 
father. If you fhail think proper to write to him 
upon the fubje& of fo reaíonablea grief, let me 
remind you not to ufe the rougher arguments of 
confolation, and fuch as feem to carry a fort of 
reproof with them, but thofe of kind and fympa- 
thizing humanity. Time will render him more 
open to the dictates of reafon: for as a frefh 
wound fhrinks back from the hand of the furgeon, 
but by degrees fubmits to, and even requires the 
means of its cure; fo a mind under the firft im- 
preffions of a misfortune fhuns and rejects all ar- 
guments of confolation, but at length, if applied 
with tendernefs, calmly and willingly aquiefces 
. inthem,  Farewel. 


BI TER XVIL Ta SPURINNA, 


7 Nowing, as I do, how much you admire 

» the polite arts, and what fatisfaction you 
take in feeing young men of quality purfue the 
fteps of their anceftors, I feize this earlieít oppor- 
tunity of informing you, that I went to-day to 
hear Calpurnius Pifo read a poem he has compo- 
fed upon a very bright and learned fubject, en- 
titled the Conftellations. His numbers, which were 
T 2 elegiac, 
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elegiac, were foft, flowing and eafy, at the fame 
time that they had all the fublimity fuitable to 
fuch a noble topic. e varied his ftile from the 
lofty to the fimple, from the clofe to the copious, 
from the grave to the florid, with equal genius 
and judgment. Thefe beauties were extremely 
heightened and recommended by a moft harmo- 
nious voice; which a very becoming modefty 
rendered ftill more pleafing. A confufion and 
concern in the countenance of a fpeaker throws a 
grace upon all he utters; for there is a certain de- 
cent timidity which, I know not how, is infinite- 
ly more engaging than the affured and felf-fuffi- 
cient air of confidence, I might mention feve- 
ral other circumftances to his advantage, which I 
am the more inclined to take notice of, as they 
are moft ftriking in a perfon of his age, and moft 
uncommon in a youth of his quality : but not to 
enter into a farther detail of his merit, 1 willonly 
tell you, that when he had finifhed his poem, I 
embraced him with the utmoft complacency ; and 
being perfuaded that nothing is a greater encou- 
ragement than applaufe, I exhorted him to perfe- 
vere in the paths he had entered, and to fhine out 
to pofterity with the fame glorious luftre, which 
reflected from his anceftors to himfelf. I congra- 
tulated his excellent mother, and his brother, who 
gained as much honor by the generous affection 


he difcovered upon this occafion as Calpurnius 
r did 


Book V. of PLINY. 293 


did by his eloquence ; fo remarkable a concern 
he fhowed for him when he began to recite his 
poem, and fo much pleafure in hisfuccefs. May 
the gods grant me frequent occafions of giving 
you accounts of this nature! for I have a partia- 
lity to the age in which I live, and fhould re- 
joice to find it not barren of merit. To this end, 
I ardently wifh our young men of quality would 
not derive all their glory from the ^ images of 
their anceftors. As for thofe which are placed in 
the houfe of thefe excellent youths, I now figure 
them to myfelf as filently applauding and en- 
couraging their purfuits, and (what is a fufficient 
degree of honor to them both) as owning and 
confeffing them to be their kindred. — Farewel. 


LETTER XVIII. To Macer. 


LL is well with me, fince it is fo with you. 
You are happy, I find, in the company of 

your wife and fon ; and are enjoying the pleafures 
of the fea, the frefhnefs of the fountains, the ver- 
dure of the fields, and the elegancies of a moft 
I 2 agreeable 


: * None had the right of ufing family pictures or ftatues, 
but thofe whofe anceftors or themfelves had born fome of the 
higheft dignities. So that the jus imaginis was much the fame 
thing among the Romans, as the right of bearing a coat of 
arms among us. Ken. antiq. 


\ 
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agreeable villa: for fo I judge it to be, fince* 
He who was moft happy ere fortüne had raifed 
him to what is generally 'effeemed the higheft 
point of human felicity, chofe it for the place of 
his retirement. As for myfelf, I am employed at 
my Tufcan villa in hunting and ftudying, fome- 
times alterhately, and fometimes both together” ; 
but I am not yet able to determine in which pur- 
fuit itis molt difficult to fucceed. Farewell. 


LETTER XIX. To PAULINUS. 


JA S I know the humanity with which you treat 
your own fervants, I do not fcruple to con- 

fefs to you the indulgence I fhew to mine. I have 
ever ia my mind Homer’s * character of Ulyffes, 


Who vuPd bis people with a father’s love : 


And the very expreffion * in our language for the 
head of afamily, fuggefts the rule of one’s conduc 
towards it. But were I naturally of a rough and 
hardened caít of temper, the ill ftate of health of 


y 

* It is fuppofed by fome commentators, that Pliny alludes 
here to Nerva, who being fufpeéted by Domitian, was ordered 
by that emperor to retire to 'Tarentum,-where without any 
views of reigning, he quietly fat down in the enjoyment of a 
privatelife ; others imagine that he means Sulla. 

* See B. x. let. 6. and the note there. 

© Odyfi.l. 5. 11. 

* The Latin word for a mafter of a family, implies a /z- 
ther of à family. 
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my freed-man Zofimus (who has the ftronger 
claim to a humane treatment at my hands, as 
he now ftands much in need of it) would be 
fufficient to foften me. He is a perfon of great 
worth, diligent in his fervices, and well fkilled 
in literature ; but his chief talént, and indeed his 
profeffion, is that of a comedian, wherein he high- 
ly excels. He fpeaks with great emphafis, judg- 
ment, propriety, and gracefulneís : he has a very 
good hand too upon the lyre, which he under- 
Ítands better than is neceffary for one of his pro- 
feffion. To this I muft add, he reads hiftory, 
oratory, and poetry, as well as if he had fingly 
applied himfelf to that art. Iam the more par- 
ticular in enumerating his qualifications, to let you 
fee how many agreeable fervices I receive from 
him. He is indeed endeared to me by the ties 
of a long affection, which feems to be heightened 
by the danger he is now in. For nature has fo 
formed our hearts, that nothing contributes more 
to raife and enflame our inclination for any en- 

- joyment, than the apprehenfon of being deprived 
of it: a fentiment which Zofimus has given me 
occafion to experience more than once. Some years 
ago ‘he ftrained himfelf fo much by too vehe- 
ment an exertion of his voice, that he fpit blood, 
upon which account+I fent him into * Egypt ; 

T 4 from 


©The Roman phyficians ufed to fend their patients in 
cenfumptive cafes into Egypt, particularly to Alexandria. 
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from whence, after a long abfence, he lately re- 
turned with great benefit to his health. But hav- 
ing again exerted himfelf for feveral days toge- 
ther beyond his ftrength, he was reminded of 
his former malady by a flight return of his cough, 
and a fpitting of blood. For this reafon I intend to 
fend him to your farm at * Forum-]ulii, having 
frequently hear'd you mention it as an exceeding 
fine air, and recommend the milk of that place 
as very good in diforders of this nature. I beg 
you would give directions to your people to re- 
ceive him into your houfe, and to fupply him 
with what he fhall have occafion for : which will 
not be much, for he is fo temperate as not only 
to abftain from delicacies, but even to deny him- 
felf the neceffaries his ill ftate of health requires. 
I fhall farnifh him towards his journey with what 
will be fufficient for one of his abftemious turn, 
who is coming under your roof. Farewel. 


LETTER XX. To Unsvs. 


“NOON after the Bithynians had gone through 
with their profecution of Julius Baffus, they 
alfoimpeached their late governor Rufus Varenus ; 
who was but juft before, (and that too at their own 
requeít) 


? Frejus in Provence, the fouthern part of France. 
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requeft) appointed counfel for them againft Baf- 
fus. Being introduced into the fenate, they pe- 
titioned, that an enquiry might be made into his 
conduct. Varenus, on the other hand, begged 
all proceedings might be ftayed till he could fend 
for the witneffes neceffary to his defence ; but this 
being oppofed by the Bithynians, that point was 
debated. I was counfel (and no unfuccefsful 
one) for Varenus; but whether a good one or 
not, you will judge when you read my fpeech. 
Fortune has a very confiderable fhare in the 
event of every caufe: the quicknefs, the voice, 
the manner of the advocate, even the circum- 
ftance of time itfelf; in a word, the general dif- 
pofition of the fenate, as it is either favorable or 
adverfe to the accufed, all confpire to influence 
the fuccefs. But when a fpeech is read in the 
clofet, it is ftripped of all thefe external circum- 
ftances, and has nothing to fear or hope from fa- 
vor or prejudice, from lucky or unlucky acci- 
dents. Fonteius Magius, one of the Bithynians, 
replied to me with great pomp of words, and 
little to the purpofe: a character applicable to 
many of the Greek orators, as well as to himfelf. 
They miftake volubility for copioufnefs, and thus 
overwhelm you with an endlefs torrent of cold 

and 
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and unaffecting periods *. Julius Candidus ufed, 
not improperly, to fay, that elaguence às one thing, 
and loquacity another. Eloquence indeed is the 
privilege of very few; may, if we will’ believe 
Marcus Antonius, of none! : but that faculty which 
«Candidus calls Joguacity, is common to numbers, 
and the talent which generally attends impudence. 
‘The next cay Homulus fpoke for Varenus with 
great art, ftrength, and elegance ; to whom Ni- 
grinus made a very clofe, folid, and graceful 
reply. It was the opinion of Acilius Rufus, 
the conful elect, that the -Bithynians fhould be 
permitted to lodge their information ; but he 

took 


© This verbofe and turgid ftile. which Pliny here condemns, 
the elegant Petronius likewife mentions with equal contempt, 
‘and reprefents it as -hsviug firlt began to infect the purity of 
Attic eloquence, about his time. T hefe falfe fpecies of oratory 
fpread to Athens from Aiia, where the. {welling and highly 
gurative fblehas prevailed, ‘fromthe earlieft accounts we have 

of thofe people, to this day. Vid. Petron. fatir. fub init. 
— f'The creat mafters among the antients, in cloquence, ‘as 
wellas thofe inall other the fine arts, heated their imaginations 
with a certain ideal perfection, which as they could not explain 
in what it confifted, fo neither, they owned, could they reach 
antheir refpective.works. | But. however notional this fupreme 
beauty, this towpemoy and decorum, as it was called, might be, 
-yet it was productive of very real and fubftantial exce!lencies ; 
and while the geniufes of the íeveral artifts were ftretching af- 
ter this flying form, they reached thofe glorious productions 
that have been the admired models to al) fucceeding ages. 
‘Agreeably to this high enthufiafm, Marcus Antonius, who 
bears a part in Lully’s dialozue intitled 75; Orato, fays, that 
** in his earlier years he publifhed 2 treatife upon that fubject, 
** wherein he afferted, that tho’ ne had known iome HT E 
** deed, 
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took no notice of the petition of Varenus ; which 
was only another way of putting his negative up- 
on it. Cornelius Prifcus, formerly conful, de- 
clared that he thought the requeft of both parties 
fhould be granted: and his opinion prevailed. 
Thus we gained our point, and tho’ we had not 
the authority either of law or ufage on our fide, 
yet certainly the thing we infifted upon was ex- 
tremely equitable. But I will not in this place 
give you my reafons for thinking fo, that you 
may with more impatience turn to my fpeech. 
For if itis true, as Homer fings, that 


— Novel 


** deed, who deferved to be called orators, in the popular 
** fenfe of that word, yet he had met with none who had ever 
** arrived at true eloquence.” (Vid. Tull. de orat.lib. 1.) and 
to that treatife Pliny, itis probable, here alludes, ** Allthe 
** fciences indeed (as a very ingenious author obferves) have 
**- their particularchimeras ; certain fancied points after which 
** they run, without ever being able to overtake, but which 
** lead, however, to very folid acquifitions. Thus (fays that 
** writer) chemifiry has its philofopher’s ftone ; . geometry its 
** quadrature of the circle ; aítronomy its longitude ; mecha- 
** nics its perpetual motion: thefe, tho’ it isimpoffible to find, 
it is ufeful to enquire after. Morality too is not without 
* her chimeras ; pure difintereftednefs and. perfe& friendfhip 
-áre of that fort: none will ever arrive at them, neverthelefs 
itis proper to have them in view, at leaft by that means fe- 
veral other virtues may be acquired. It is neceflary inal! 
things to propofe to ourfelves a certain. point. of perfe&ion 
** beyond our abilitiesto reach ; for we fhould never fet. out if 
**- we thought of arriving no farther than we fhallin fact: itis 
** expedient therefore, to have fome imaginary term in aim, 
** in order to fozward and animate our, purfuits." Fontenelle 
dial, des morts. 
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—— Novel lays attract our ravifh'd ears ; 
But old, tbe mind with inattention bears 8 : 


I muft not fuffer the intemperate loquacity of my 
letter to defpoil my fpeech of its principal flower, 


. by robbing it of that novelty which isindeed its 


chief recommendation. Farewel. 


LETTER XXI. To Rvrvs. 


Went into the Julian * court to attend a caufe 
in which ‘at the next fitting I was to reply. 
The judges had taken their feats, the " Decemviri 
were arrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed 
upon the counfel, and all was hufhed in filence 
and expectation, when an order arrived from the 
Prator, that the court fhould be adjourned : an 
. accident extremely agreeable to me, who am never 
fo well prepared, but that I am glad of gaining 
farther time. The occafion of the court's rifing 
thus abruptly, was an edict of Nepos, the Praetor 
for criminal caufes, wherein he directed all per- 
fons concerned as plaintifis or defendants in any 
| caufe 


. Pope. 
A court of jultice. 
> The Decemviri feem to have been magiftrates for the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, fubordinate to the Prztors, who (to give 
the Englifh reader a general notion of their office) may be 
termed lords chief-juftices, as the judges here mentioned were 
fomething in the nature of our juries. 
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caufe before him, to take notice, that he defigned 
ftri&ly to put in force the decree of the fenate 
annexed to his edict. Which decree was expref- 
fed in the following words : ALL PERSONS WHAT- 
SOEVER, WHO HAVE ANY LAW-SUITS DEPEND- 
ING, ARE HEREBY REQUIRED AND COMMANDED, 
BEFORE ANY PROCEEDINGS BE HAD THEREON, 
TO TAKE AN OATH THAT THEY HAVE NOT 
GIVEN, PROMISED, OR ENGAGED TO GIVE ANY 
FEE OR REWARD TO ANY ADVOCATE UPON AC- 
COUNT OF HIS UNDERTAKING THEIR CAUSE. 
In thefe terms, and many others equally full and 
exprefs, thelawyers were prohibited to make their 
profeffion venal. However, after the caufe is de- 
cided, they are permitted to accept a gratuity of 
ten thoufand fefterces*. The Prztor for civil 
caufes being alarmed at this unexpected order 
of Nepos, gave us this holy-day in order to take 
time to confider whether he fhould follow the 
example. In the mean while the town is much di- 
vided in its fentiments of this edict, fome extreme- 
ly approving, and others as much condemning it. 
We have got then at laf (fay the latter with a 
Íneer) a redreffor of abufes. But pray was there 
never a Pretor before this man ? what then is hewhe 
thus forwardly fets up for a reformer ? Others, 
on 


« About 80 |. of our money; 
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on the contrary, fay, that he has taken a very ~ 
proper ftep upon entering into his office ; that he. 
has paid obedience to the laws; confidered the 
decrees of the fenate, repreffed a moft indecent 
traffic, and willnotfuffer the moft honorable of all 
profeffions to. be debafed into. a fordid commerce 
of lucre. Thefe are the reflections which are 
univerfally thrown out upon this oceafion; but 
which fide fhall be thought to judge moft right- 
ly, the event alone will determine. It is. the. 
ufual method of the world, (tho* a very unequi- 
table rule of eftimation,) to pronounce an action 
to be either right or wrong, as it is attended 
with good or ill fuccefs ; in confequence of which 
you fhall hear the very fame conduct attributed 
to zeal or folly, to liberty or licentioufnefs. 
Farewel. 


THE 
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LEITER 1I. To Trro. 


[ Was lefs fenfible of your abfence while you 
were in the country of the Piceni*, and 1 on 
the other fide the Po*, than I find myfelf now 
that I am returned to Rome. Whether it be 
that the fcene where we ufed to affociate, natu- 
rally excites a more paffionate remembrance of 
you ; or that the lefs diftant we are from a friend, 
the 


* The marquifate of Ancona; 
* At Comum. 
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the more impatient we grow under the feparation, 
(our defires for a favorite object rifing in pro- 
portion to our nearer approach towards it) I know 
not. But upon whatever principle this difference 
is to be accounted for, remove the uneafinefs of 
it, I intreat you, by haftening hither : otherwife 
I fhall return again into the country (which I 
now regret having left fo foon) were it only to 
make the experiment whether, when you fhall not 
find me at Rome, you will fend the fame friendly 
complaints after me. Farewel. 


LETTER Il. To ARRIANUS. 


Will not fay I regret the lofs of Regulus, 
but I confefs, I fometimes mifs him at the 
bar. The man, it muft be owned, highly ho- 
nored eloquence, and was laborioufly folicitous 
in his endeavors to attain it. Tho’ he could 
never indeed leave off the ridiculous cuftom of 
anointing his right or left eye, * and wearing à 
white patch over one fide or the other of his 
forehead, as he was to plead either for the plain- 
tiff or defendant ; tho’ he always, with a moft fool- 
ifh fuperftition, confulted the footh-fayers upon 
the event of every caufe in which hé was concern- 
ed; fill, all the abfurdity proceeded from that 
high 

a This filly piece of fuperftition feems to have been peculiar 


to Regulus, and not of any general practice 5 at leaft itis a cuf- 
tom of which we find no other mention in antiquity. 
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high veneration he paid to eloquence: » And it was 
of fingular advantage to be concerned in the fame 
caufe with him, as he always obtained full indul- 
gence in point: of time, and never failed to pro- 
cure an audience; for what could be more.con- 
venient than, under the protection of a liberty 
which you did not afk yourfelf, and before an 
audience which you had not the trouble of colle&- 
ing, to harangue at your eafe, and as long as 
you thought proper? Neverthelefs Regulus did 
well to depart this life, tho* indeed he. would 
have done much better had he made: his. exit 
fooner; fince he might zew have lived without 
any danger to the public, in the reign of a: prince 
under whom he would have had no opportunity 
of compaffing his pernicious purpofes. I need 
not {cruple therefore, I think, to fay I fometimes 
mifs him: for fince his death, the cuftom has 
prevailed of not allowing, nor indeed of afking 
more than an hour or two to plead in, and fome- 
times not above half that time. ‘The truth is, 
our advocates take more pleafure in finifhing a — 
caufe, than in: defending it ; and our judges had 
rather rife from the bench than fit upon it: fucls 
is their indolence, and fuch their difregard to the 
honor of eloquence and the intereft of juftice! 
But are we wifer than our anceftors ? are we more 
equitable than the laws, which grant fo many 
Vor. I. U hours 
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hours and days, and adjournments to a caufe? 
were our fore-fathers flow of apprehenfion, and 
dull beyond meafure? and are we more clear in 
our eloquence, more quick in our conceptions, or 
more fcrupulous in our decifions, becaufe we 
hurry over our caufes in fewer hours than they 
took days to confider of them ? What a reproach 
is it, Regulus, that none could refufe to thy 
vain-glorious folicitations, what few will yield 
‘even to the duty of their office! As for myfelf, 
whenever I fit upon the bench, (which is much 
oftener than J appear at the bar) I always give 
the advocates as much time as they require : for 
I look upon it as highly prefuming, to pretend 
to guefs before a caufe is heared, what time it 
will require, and to fet limits to an affair before 
one is acquainted with its extent; efpecially as 
the firít and moft facred duty of a judge is pa- 
tience, which indeed is itfelf a very confiderable 
part of juftice. But this, "tis objected, would 
give an opening to much impertinent fuperfluity : 
I grant it may ; yet is it not better to hear too 
much, than not to hear enough ? Befides, how 
fhall you know that what an advocate has farther 
to offer will be fuperfluous, *till you have heared 
him? But this, and many other public abufes, 
will be beft referved to a converfation when we 
meet ; for I know your affection to the common- 

wealth 
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wealth inclines you to wifh, that fome means 
‘might be found out to check at leaft thofe grie- 
vances, which would now be very difficult abío« 
lutely to remove.—But to turn to affairs of private 
concern: Ihope all goes well in your family ; 
mine remains in its ufual fituation, The good 
which I enjoy grows more acceptable to me by 
its continuance ; as habit renders me lefs ignli- 
ble of the evils I fuffer. Farewel. 


LETTER Ui. To VzRus. 


FAM much obliged to you for undertaking 

the care of that little farm I gave to my nurfe. 
It was worth, when I made her a prefent of it, an 
hundred thoufand * fefterces, but the crops having 
fince failed, it has funk in its value: however it 
will thrive again, I doubt not, under your good 
management. But what I recommend to your 
attention, is not fo much the land itfelf, (which - 
yet I by no means except) as the intereft of my 
particular benefaction; for it is not more her 
concern than mine, to render it as advantageous 
as poffible. Farewel. 


* About 8001, of cur money. 
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LETTE R IV. To. CALPHURNIA *. 


EVER was bufinefs more uneafy to me, 

than when it prevented me not only from 
attending, but following you into ^ Campania. 
As at all times, fo particularly now, I wifh to 
be with you, that I may be a witnefs what pro- 
&refs you make in your ftrength and recovery, 
and how the tranquillity, the amufements, and 
plenty of that charming country agrees with you. 
Were you in perfect health, yet I could ill fup- 
port your ‘abfence ; for even a moment’s uncer- 
tainty of the welfare of thofe we tenderly love, 
is a fituation of mind infinitely painful: but 
now your ficknefs confpires with your abfence to 
perplex me with a thoufand difquietudes. — I fear 
every thing that can befall you, and, as is ufual 
with all under the fame terrifying apprehenfions, 
fufpect moft, what I moft dread. Let me con- 
jure you then to prevent my folicitude by writ- 
ting to me every day, and even twice a day: I 
fhall be more eafy, at leaft while I am reading 
your letters ; tho’ all my apprehenfions will again 
return 


à His wife. 

» Where Fabatus, Calphurnia's grand.father, had a villa. 
This delightful country is celebrated by almof every clafüc 
author, and every modern traveller, for the fertility of its 
foil, the beauty of its landfcape, and temperature of its air. 
Nibil mollius celo, fay Florus, nihil uberius folo 5 demique bis 
foribus wernat. L. 1. 16. 
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return upon me the moment I have perufed 
them. Farewel. 


LETTER>V:+ To Unscs. 


Acquainted you in a former * letter, that Va- 
renus obtained leave of the fenate to fend for 
his witneffes. This was thought by many ex- 
tremely equitable, tho” fome others, with much 
obftinacy, maintained the contrary ;_ particularly 
Licinius Nepos, who at the following affembly 
of the fenate, when the houfe was going upon 
other bufinefs, refumed this affair which had been 
fettled, and made a long fpeech upon the laft de- 
cree. And he concluded with moving, that the 
confuls might be defired to put the queftion, 
whether it was the fenfe of the fenate, that as in 
profecutions upon the law concerning bribery 
and corruption, fo in that relating to extortion a 
claufe fhould be added impowering the defen- 
dant, as well as the informer, to fummon and ex- 
amine witneffes. This fpeech was looked upon - 
by fome as extremely ill-timed : they thought it 
ftrange that Nepos fhould let flip the proper oc- 
cafion of obferving upon the decree, when it was 
under the confideration of the fenate ; and object 
to an affair after it was determined, which he 
U 3 might 


* Book 5. let. 2c. 
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might have obviated when it was in debate, — Ju- - 
bentius Celfus, the Pretor, very warmly reprov- 
ed him in a long fpeech, for pretending to fet 
himfelf up as reformer of the fenate. Nepos an- 
Íwered him ; Celfus replied; and neither of them 
were fparing of reflections on each other.— But 
I forbear to repeat what I could not hear with- 
out regret: and am therefore fo much the more 
difpleafed with fome members of the fenate, who 
ran from Nepos to Celfus, as one or the other 
was fpeaking, with the low pleafure of liftening 
to their mutual invectives ; fometimes encoura- 
ging one, fometimes the other, and fometimes 
both; immediately afterwards feeming to recon- 
cile them, and then again animating them to the 
attack, as if they had been at fome public com- 
bat. Andl, could not obferve without great con- 
cern, that they were mutually inftructed with 
what each other intended to alledge ; for Celfus - 
replied to Nepos, as Nepos did to Celfus, out of 
a paper which each held in their hands. This was 
occafioned by the indifcretion of their friends, and 
thus thefe two men abufed one apother as if they 
had previoufly agree to quarrel. Farewel. . 


LE f- 
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LETTER VI. To FuNpANUs. 


Never wifhed to fee you in Rome more than 

I do at this time, and I entreat you therefore 

to come hither : for I want a friend to fhare with 
me in the labor and folicitude of an affair, in which 
I very warmly intereft myfelf. Julius Nafo is 
a candidate for a poft of honor: hehas many com- 
petitors, and fome of them of great worth; upon 
which account, as his fuccefs will bemore glori- 
ous, fo it will be more difficult. I am much di- 
vided between hope and fear, and the anxiety I 
feel upon this occafion is fo great, that I almoft 
forget I have been conful, and fancy I have the 
whole field of dignities to run over again. This 
zeal is juftly due to Nafo, in return for his long 
affection to me. The friendfhip which I have for 
him did not, it is true, defcend to him by inhe- 
ritance, for his father and I. were at too great a 
diftance in point of age to admit of any intima- 
cy between us; yet from my earlieft youth I was 
taught to look upon him with the higheft vene- 
ration. He was not only an admirer of the po- 
lite arts himfelf, but the patron of all who culti- 
vated them; as he was a frequent attender of 
Quinctilian and Nicetes, to whom I was at that 
time a difeple. He was, in fhort, a man of 
U 4 oreaf 
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great worth and eminence, and one whofe memo- 
ry ought extremely to facilitate the honors of his 
fon. But there are numbers in the fenate who 
never knew his father; and though there are 
many alfo who were well acquainted with him, — 
yet they are fuch whofe regards extend not be- 
yond theliving. For this reafon Nepos, without 
relying upon the character of his father, which is 
hkely.to prove of more honor than fervice to 
him, muft exert the utmoft of his own endea- 
vors to recommend himfelf: and indeed, he has 
ever been as cautious in his condu& as if he had 
governed it with a particular view to this occa- 
fion. He has acquired many friendfhips, and 
cultivated them with ftri& fidelity ; and particu- 
larly fingled me out for the object of his efteem 
and imization, from the firft moment he-was ca- 
pable of forming any judgment of the world. 
Whenever I plead, he anxioufly attends me, and 
is always of the party when I recite ; as he is 
ever the firft to enquire after my works. His 
brother had the fame attachment to me.—But 
he has loft that excellent brother! © and it fhall 
be my part to fupply his place. It is with grief 
I refiect upon the immature death of the one, as 
I lament that the other fhould be deprived of the 
affiftance of fo valuablea relation, and left only to. 
the zeal of  ^i*friends. It is that confideration 

which 
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which induces me to beg you would come hither 
and unite your fuffrage with mine. It will be 
of fingular advantage to the caufe in which I am 
embarked, if you would appear in it, and join 
your folicitations with mine; and fuch, I know, 
is your credit and influence, that I am perfuaded 
your doing fo will render my applications more 
effectual, even with my own friends themfelves. 
Let me entreat you then to break thro’ all ob- 
ftacles that may lie in your way. I have a right 
to claim your affiftance in this conjuncture: your 
friendfhip to me, and my credit, both require it. 
Ihave undertaken to fupport the intereft of Nafo, 
and the world knows that I do; the purfuit and 
the hazard therefore is become my own. In 
a word, if he obtains this poft, all the honor will 
be his; but if he be rejected, the repulfe will be 
mine. Farewel. | 


LETTER VII. To CALPHURNIA, 


OU kindly tell me, my abfence is greatly 
uneafy to you, and that your only confola- 
tion is in converfing with my works, inftead of 
their author, which you frequently place by your 
fide. How agreeable is it to me to know that you 
thus wifh for my company, and fupport yourfelf 


"under the want of it by thefe tender amufements! . 
In 
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In return, I entertain myfelf with reading over 
your letters again and again, and am continually 
taking them up as if I had juft received them ; 
but alas! they only ferve to make me more ftrong-’ 
ly regret your abfénce : for how amiable muft ber 
eonverfation be, whofe letters have fo many 
charms ? Let me receive them, however, as often 
as poffible, notwithftanding there is ftill a mixture 
of pain in the pleafure they afford me. — Farewel. 


LETTER Vill. Qo Pniscus. 


7 O.U know and efteem Attilius Crefcens ; 

as indeed who is there of any rank or worth _ 

that does not? For myfelf, I profefs to have a 
friendfhip for him much fuperior to the common 
attachments of the world. The places of our na- 
tivity are feparated only by a day's journey ; and 
we conceived an affection to each other when we 
were very young ; a feafon when friendfhip ftrikes 
the deepeft root. Ours improved by years; and 
fo far from being weakened, that it was confirmed 
by our riper judgments, as thofe who know us 
beft can witnefs. He takes pleafure in boafting 
every where of my friendfhip; as I do to let the 
world know, thathis honor, his eafe, and his in- 
tereft are my peculiar concern. Infomuch that up- 
: on 
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on his expreffing to me fome apprehenfion from 
the infolence of a certain perfon who was en- 


tering upon the tribunefhip of the people, I could 
not forbear aníwering, 


Long as Achilles breathes this, vital air, 
. Lo touch thy bead no impious band [bal] dare *. 


I mention this to fhew you that I look upon 
every injury offered to Attilius, as done to my- 
felf. But you will be impatient to hear what all 
this tends to. You muft know then, Valerius 
Varus at his death, owed Attilius a fum of 
money. Though I am acquainted with Maximus, 
his heir, yet there is a clofer friendfhip between, 
him and you. I beg therefore, and conjure you 
by the affection you have for me, to take care 
that Attilius is not only paid the principal which 
is due to him, but all the long arrears of intereft. 
He neither covets the property of others, nor 
neglects the care of his own ; and as he is. not 
engaged in any lucrative profeffion, he has no- 
thing to depend upon but his frugality : for 
as to the polite arts, in which he greatly excels, 
he purfues them merely upon the motives of. 
pleafure and fame. In fuch a fituation, the flight- 
eft lofs prefs hard upon a man, and the more 

fo 


* Hom. Il. lib. 1. ver. 88. 
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{o becaufe he has no opportunities of repairing 
any injury done to his fortune. Affift us then, 
I entreat- you, in this difficulty, and fuffer me fill 
to enjoy the pleafure of his fprightly and divert- 
ing converfation ; for I cannot bear to fee the 
cheerfulnefs of my friend over-clouded, whofe 
mirth and good-humour diffipates every gloom of 
melancholy in myfelf. In a word, as you are 
well acquainted with the entertaining gaiety of 
temper which Attilius poffeffes, I hope you will 
not fuffer any injury to difcompofe and four it. 
You may judge by the warmth of his affection, 
how bitter his refentments would prove; for a 
generous and great mind can ill brook an injury 
when it is joined with contempt. But though 
be could país it over, yet cannot I: on the con- 
trary, I fhall look upon it as a wrong and indig- 
nity done to mylelf, and refent it as one offered 
to my friend ; that is, with double warmth. But 
after all, why thisair of threatening ? rather let 
me end in the fame ftile I began, by earneftly 
conjuring you fo to act in this affair, that nei- 
ther Attilius may have reafon to imagine (which 
I fhould greatly regret) that I neglect his intereft ; 
nor that I may have occafion to charge you of 
being carelefs of mine: as undoubtedly I fhall 
not, if you havethe fame regard for the latter, 
as I have for theformer. — Farewel. 


LE q- 
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hn et ot IX. HH Tacitus. 


HEN you recommend to my care the 

intereft of Julius Nafo in the office he is 
purfuing, what is it but recommending me to 
myfelf? However, I forgive you, and I fhould 
have done the fame had you been at Rome, and 
I abfent. The tender anxiety of friendfhip is apt 
to imagine every circumftance to be material. 
But [ advife you to turn your folicitations to 
others, and beaffured I will take a full fhare with 
you in all your applications in this affair, and 
fupport you with my beft and warmeít endea- 
vors. Farewel. 


LETTER X . To ALBINUS. 


Y Was lately: at Alfium* j tam my wife's mo- 

. ther has a villa which once belonged to > Ver- 
ginius Rufus.. The place renewed in my mind 
the forrowful remembrance of that great and ex- 
cellent man. He was extremely fond of this re- 
tirement, and ufed to call it the neft of bis old age. 
Where-ever I turned my eyes, I miffed my wor- 
thy friend. I had an inclination to vifit his mo- 
nument ; 


T 


2 Now Alzia, not far from Como. 
5 See an acount of him in B. 2. Let. 1. 
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nument ; but I repented of my curiofity: for 1 
found it ftill unfinifhed, and this, not from any 
difficulty of the work itíelf, for it is very plain, 
or rather indeed flight ; but through the neglect of 
him to whofe care it was entrufted. I could not 
fee without a concern mixed with indignation, 
the remains of a man, whofe fame filled the 
whole world, lie for ten years. after his death 
without an infcription, or a name. He had how- 
ever directed, that the divine aud immortal action 
of his life fhould be recorded upon his tomb in 
the foliowing lines : 


Here Rufus lies, who Vindex? * arms witbftood, 
Noi for bimfelf, but for bis country’s good. 


But a faithful friend is fo rare to be found, and 
the dead are fo foon forgotten, that we fhall be 
obliged to build even our very monuments, and 
anticipate the office of our heirs. For who is it. 
that has not reafon to fear what has happened to 
Verginius, may be his own cafe? an indignity 
which is fo much the more remarkable and in- 
jurious, as it falls upon one of his diftinguifhed 
virtues. 


© See p. 64. note 5; 
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LETTER XI. To Maximus. 


TOW happy a day didI lately pafs ! when 
having been called by the * Prefect of 
Rome, to his affiftance in a certain caufe, I 
had the pleafure to hear two excellent young men, 
Fufcus Salinator and Numidius Quadratus, 
plead on the oppofite fides: both of them of ex- 
traordinary hopes and great talents, who will one 
day, I am perfuaded, prove an ornament not 
only to the prefent age, but to literature itfelf. 
They difcovered upon this occafion an admi- 
rable probity, fupported by inflexible courage: 
their habit was decent, their elocution diftin&, 
their voice manly, "their memory ftrong', 
| their 


* An officer fomething in the nature of the lord mayor 
among us. He preceded allother city magiítrates, having 
power to receive appeals from the inferior courts, and to de- 
cide almoft all caufes within the limits of Rome, or a hundred 
miles round. ' 

.. * Strength of memory feems to have been a quality highly 
efteemed among the Romans, Pliny often mentioning it when 
hedrawsthe characters of his friends, as in the number of their 
moft fhining talents. And Quinétilian confiders it as the mea- 
fure of genius; tantum ingenii, Íays he, quantum memorie. 
The extraordinary perfection in which fome of the antients are 
faid to have pofleffed this ufeful faculty, is almoft incredible. 
Our author fpeaksin a former letter, of a Greek philofopher 
of his acquaintance, who after having delivered a long ha- 
rangue extempore, would immediately repeat it again, with- 
out lofing a fingle word. Seneca fays, he could in his youth 
repeat two thoufand names exactly in the fame order they 
were read to him ; and that to try the ftrength of his memory, 
the audience who attended the fame profeffor with himfelf, 


would 
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their genius elevated, and guided by an equal 
folidity of judgment. I took infinite plea- 
fure in obferving them difplay thefe noble 
qualities ; particularly as I had the fatisfaction 
to fee that while they looked upon me as their 
guide and model, they appeared in the fentiments 
of the audience as my imitators and rivals. It 
was a day (I cannot but repeat it again) which 
afforded me the moft exquifite happinefs, and 
which I fhall ever diftinguifh with the faireft 
* mark. For what indeed could be either more 
pleafing to me on the public account, than to 
obferve two fuch noble youths building their 
fame and glory upon the polite arts; or more 
defirable upon my own, than to be marked 

| out 


would each of them give him a verfe, which he would inftantly 
repeat, beginning with the laft, and fo on to the firft, to the 
amount of two hundred. ^ He tells a pleafant ftory upon this 
occafion, ofa certain poet, who having recited a poem in 
- public, a períon who was prefent claimed it for his own, and 
in proof of its being fo, repeated it word for word; which 
the real author was not capable of doing. [Sen. controv. 1. 1. 
fub init.] Numberlefs initances might be collected from the 
antients, to the fame purpofe ; to mention only a few more: 
It is faid of Themiftocles, that he made himfelf mafter of the 
Perfian language in a year's time; of Mithridates, that he 
underftood as many languages as he commended nations, that 
is, no lefs than twenty-two ; of Cyrus, that he retained the 
names of every fingle foldier in his army. [Quint. 1. 11. 2.] 
But the fineft compliment that ever was paid to a good me- 
mory, iswhat Tully fays of Julius Czfar, in his oration for 
Ligarius, that Ze never forgot any thing but an injury. 

- Alluding to a cuitom of the Romans, who marked the 
fortunate days in their calendar with white, and the unfortu- 
nate with black. 
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out asa worthy example to them in their pur- 
fuits of virtue ? may heaven fill grant me the 
continuance of that pleafure! And you will bear 
me witnefs, I fincerely implore the gods, that 
every man who thinks me deferving of his imi- 
tation, may far exceed the model] he has chofen. 
Farewel. 


LETTER XI. To FaBATUS.? 


OST certainly you ought not to ufe any 
referve in your recommendations to me 

of fuch períons whom you judge worthy your 
patronage, becaufe nothing is more agreeable to 
your character than to be as extenfively beneficent 
as poffible ; nor to mine, than to in:xreít myfelf 
in every thing i in which you are concerned. Be 
affured therefore I fhall give all the affiftance in my 
power to Vectius Prifcus, efpecially in what re- 
lates to my peculiar province ; I mean the bar. — 
You defire me to forget thofé letters which 
you wrote to me, you fay,.in the opennefs of your 
heart; but believe me, there is none I remember 
with more complacency. ‘hey are very pleafing 
proofs of the fhare I enjoy of your affection, fince 
you ufe the fame free expoftulations with me, that 
you would with your own fon. And, to confefs 
the truth, they are fo much the more agreeable, . 
Voi. I. x T ag 


» His wife Calphurria's grandfather. 
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as I had nothing to accufe myfelf of upon your 
account ; for I had very exactly performed your 
requefts. I intreat you again and again, full to 
rebuke me with the fame freedom, whenever you 
imagine (and I truft it will be only imagination) 
that I fail in my duty towards you: It will afford 
me the pleafure of receiving a ftrong mark of your 
affection ; and you that of being convinced I did: 
not deferve the reproach. Farewel. 


LETTER XII. To Ursus. 


X 7 AS ever a man fo perfecuted as my friend 
Varenus, who has been obliged to enter 
into a frefh defence, and, as it were, to petitioh 
again for what he had, with much ftruggle and 
difficulty, already obtained*? The Bithyhians 
have had the confidence not only to complain to 
the confuls of the decree of the fenate; but alfo 
to inveigh againft it to the emperor, who hap- 
pened to be abfent when it pafled. Caefar referred 
them back to the fenate, where they ftill perfift- 
ed in their remonftrances. Claudius Capito ven- 
tured to be counfel for them, and I will add, with 
more ill-manners than true fortitude, as it was to 
arraign the juftice of a decree of the fenate, in the 
face of that auguft aflembly. Fionto Catius re- 
plied to him with great folidity and fpirit ; as in- 
ceed 

* See B. 5. let. 20, 
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deed the whole body of the fenate conducted 
themfelves in this affair with wonderful dignity. 
For thofe who oppofed the petition of Varenus; 
when it was firft brought before the houfe, thought 
after it was granted, it ought not to be reverfed. 
While the queftion indeed was under debate, every 
body, they imagined, was at liberty to give their 
fentiments ; but when once fettled by the majori- 
ty; they looked upon it then to be the common 
concern of each member to fupport it. This was 
the general opinion of the whole houfe. Acilius 
Rufus only excepted; and feven or eight more 
with him: thefe indeed perfevered in their for- 
mer vote. Among which {mall party there were 
fome whofe occafional folemnity, or rather affec- 
tation of folemnity, was extremely ridiculed. You 
will judge from hence what a warm battle we 
are likely to have of it, fince this prelude, as I 
may call it, has occafioned fo much contention. 
Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. To Mevrievs. 


N compliance with your folicitation, I confent 

to make you a vifit at your Formian villa, 
but it is upon condition that you put yourfelf to 
no inconvenience upon my account ; a condition 
which 1 fhall alfo ftrictly obferve on my part. It 
is not the pleafures of your fea and your coaft that I 
Xx pur- 


424. The LETTERS Book VI, 


purfue ; it is your company, together with eafe 
and freedom from bufinefs, that I defire to en- 
joy ; otherwife I might as well remain in Rome: 
for there is no medium worth accepting between 
giving up your time wholly to the difpofal of 
others, or referving it entirely in your own ; at 
leaft for myfelf, I declare I cannot relifh mixtures 
of any kind. Farewel. ! 


LETTERE XV. To Romanus. 


Believe you were not prefent at a very drole 

accident which lately happened: I. was not 
indeed a witnefs to it myfelf, however I had an 
early account of it. Paffienus Paulus an eminent 
Roman knight, and particularly confpicuous for 
his great learning, has a turn for Elegiac Poetry ; 
a talent which runs in the family, for Propertius 
was his relation as well as hiscountryman. He 
was lately reciting a poem which began thus: 


Prifcus, at thy command —— 


Whereupon Prifcus, who happened to be prefent as 
a particular friend of the poet’s, cry'd out— Sut 
he is miftaken, I did not command bim. Think 
what a peal of laughter this occafioned. The in- 
tellects of Prifcus, you mu(t know, are fomething 
fufpicious ; however, as he enters into the com- 

mon 
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mon offices of life, is called to confultations; and 
publicly a&s asa lawyer, this behavior was the 
more remarkable and ridiculous: and in truth 
Paulus was a good deal difconcerted by his friend's 
abíurdity. Thus you fee, it is not only neceffary 
that an author who recites his works in public, 
fhould himfelf have a found judgment, but that 
he takes care his audience have fo too.  Farewel, 


- LETTER XVL To Tacitus. 


" OUR requeft that I would fend you an ac- 
count of my uncle's death, in order to tranf- 

mit a more exact relation of it to pofterity, de- 
ferves my acknowledgments ; for if this accident 
fhall be celebrated by your pen, the glory of it, 
I am well affured, will be rendered for ever illuf- 
trious. And notwithítanding he perifhed by a mif- 
fortune, which, as it involved at the fame time a 
moft beautiful country in ruins, and deítroyed fo 
many populous cities, feems to promife him an 
everlafting remembrance; notwith{tanding he has 
himfelf compofed many and lafting works ; yet I 
am perfuaded, the mentioning of him in your 
immortal writings, will greatly contribute to eter- 
nize his name. Happy I eftcem thofe to be, whom 
providence has diftinguifhed with the abilities ei- 
ther of doing fuch actions as are worthy of being 
related, or of relating them in a manner worthy 


X 2 of 


J 
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of being read ; but doubly happy are they who 
are bleffed with both thefe uncommon talents : 

in the number of which my uncle, as his own 
writings, and your hiftory will evidently prove, 
may juftly.be ranked. It is with extreme wil- 
lingnets, therefore, I execute your commands ; 
and fhould indeed have cl laimed the tafk if you 
had not enjoined it. He was at that time 
with the fleet under his command at* Mifenum, 
On the 24th of Auguft, allout one in the after- 
noon, my mother defired him to obferve a cloud 
which appeared of a very unufual fize and fhape. 
He had juft returned from taking the benefit 
of. the^ fun, and after bathing himfelf j in cold 
water, and taking a flight repaft, was retired 
to his ftudy y: he immediately arofe and went 
out upon an eminence from whence he might 
more diftinctly view this very uncommon appear- 
ance. It was not at that diftance difcernible from 
Ww hat mountain this cloud iffued, but it was found 


after * 


* Jn the gulph of Naples. 

* ''he Romans ufed to lie or walk naked in the fun, after 
anointing their bodies with oil, which was efteemed as greatly 
coutributing to health, aud therefore daily pra&iíed by them. 
This cuftom, however, of anointing themfelves, is invcighed 
againít by the fatirifts as in the number of their luxurious in- 
dulgences : but fince we find the elder Pliny here, and the ami- 
able Spurinna in a former letter, pra&ifing this method, we 
cannot fuppofe the thing itfelf was efteemed unmanly, but only 
when it was attended with fome particular circumitances of 
an over-refined delicacy, 
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afterwards to afcend from mount Vefuvius*. I 
cannot give you a more exact defcription of its 
figure, than by refembling it to that of a pine-tree, 
for it fhot up a great height in the form of a 
trunk, which extended itfelf at the top into fort of 
brapches ; occafioned, I imagine, either by a fud- 
den guft of air that impelled it, the force of which 
decreafed as it advanced upwards, or the cloud it 
felf being preffed back again by its own weight, 
expanded in this manner : it appeared fometimes 


X 4 bright 


* About fix miles di£ant from Naples.— T'his dreadful erup- 
tion happened A. D. 79, in the firft year of the emperor Ti- 
tus. Martial has a pretty epigram upon this fubje¢t, in which 
he gives us a view of Vefuvius, as it appeared before this ter- 
rible confiagration broke out : 

Hic efl pampineis viridis Vefuvius umbris, 
Prefferat bic maaidos mobilis uva lacus. 
Hee juga, quàm Nife colles, plus Bacchus amavit ; 
Hoc nuper Satyri monte dedére cheros. 
Hac Veneris fodes, Lacedeemone gratior il; 
Hic locus Herculeo nomine clarus erat: 
Cancdla jacent fammis, S trifi merfa favilla ; 
Nec vellent Juperi boc licuiffe fibi. Lib. 4. Ep. 44. 
Here verdant vines o'erfpread V efuvio's fides ; 
The gen'rous grape Pere pour'd her purple tides. 
This Bacchus lov'd beyond his native fcene ; 
Here dancing fatyrs joy'd to trip the green. 
Far more than Sparta 72i; in Venus’ grace ; 
And grezt. Alcides once renown'd the piace : 
Now flaming embers fpread dire wafte around, 
And Gods regret that Gods can thus confound. 
It feems probabie that this was the firft eruption of mount Ve- 
fuvius, at leat of any confequence; as it is certain we have no 
particular accounts of any preceding one, Dio, indeed, and 
other ancient authors {peak of it as burning before ; but ftill 
they defcribe it as covered with trees and vines, fo that the 
eruptions muit have been inconfiderable. 
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bright and fometimes dark and fpotted, as it was 
either more or lefs impregnated with earth and 
cinders. This extraordinary phoenomenon ‘exci- 
ted my uncle’s pailofophical curiofity to take a 
nearer view of it. He ordered a light vefit] to be 
got ready, and gave me the libertv, if I thought 
proper, to attend him. Irather chofe to continue 
my ftudies; for, 2s it happened, he had given me 
an employment of that kind. As he was coming 
out of the houfe “he received a note from Rectina 
the wife of Baffus, who was in the utmoit alarm at. 
the imminent danger which threatened her; for 
her villa being fituated at the foot of mount Ve- 
fuvius, there was no way to efcape but by fea; fhe 
earneftly intreated him therefore to come to her 
affiftance. He accordingly changed his firft de- 
fign, and what he began with a philofophical, he 
purfued with an heroical turn of mind. He or- 
dered the gallies to put to fea, and went himfelf 
on board with an intention of affifting not only 
Rectina, but feveral others; for the villas ftand 
extremely thick upon that beautiful coaft. When 
haftening to the place from whence others fled 
with the utmof terror, he fteer'd his direct 
courfe to the point of danger, and with fo much 
| calmnefs 


i'lhe manufcript and printed copies vary extremely from 
each other as to the reading of this paffage. ‘The conjecture 
of Gefnerus feems the moft fatisfactory, as it comes neareft 
the moft approved manufcripts, and beft falls ia with the con- 
text ; it is therefore adopted in the tranflation. 
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calmnefs and prefence of mind, as to be able to 
make and. dictate his obfervations upon the mo- 
tion and figure of that dreadful fcene. He was 
now fo nigh the mountain, that the cinders, which 
grew thicker and hotter the nearer he approach- 
ed, fell into the fhips, together with pumice-ftones, 
and black pieces of burning rock: they were 
likewife in danger not only of being a-ground by 
the fudden retreat of the fea, but alfo from the 
vaft fragments which rolled down from the moun- 
tain, and obftruéted all the fhore. Fere he ftop- 
ped to confider whether he fhould return. back 
again ; to which the pilot advifing him, Lortune, 
faid he, befriends tbe brave ; Carry me to Pomponi- 
anus. Pomponianus was then at^ Stabiz, fepara- 
ted by a gulf, which the fea, after feveral infen- 
fible windings, forms upon the fhore. He had 
already fent his baggage on board; for tho’ he 
was not at that time in actual danger, yet being 
. within the view of it, and indeed extremely-near, 
if it fhould in the leatt increafe, he was deter- 
mined to put to fea as foon as the wind fhould 
change. It was favorable, however, for carrying 
my uncle to Pomponianus, whom he found in 
the greateft coníternation: he embraced him with 
tendernefs, encouraging and exhorting him to 


keep 


* Now called Cz/2/? Mar di Stabia, in the gulph of Naples. 


, 
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keep up his fpirits, and the more to diffipate his 
fears, he ordered, with an air of unconcern, the 
baths to be got ready ; when after having bathed, 
he fate down to fupper with great chearfulneís, 
or at leaft (what is equally heroic) with all the 
appearance of it. In the mean while the eruption 
from mount Vefuvius flamed out in feveral places 
with much violence, which the darknefs of the 
night contributed to render {till more vifible and 
dreadful. But my uncle, in order to footh the 
apprehenfions of his friend, affured him it was 
only the burning of the villages, which the coun- 
try people had abandoned to the flames: after 
this he retired to reft, and it is moít certain he 
was fo little difcompofed as to fall into a deep 
fleep ; for being pretty fat, and breathing hard, 
thofe who attended without actually hear'd him 
fnore. The court which led to his apartment 
being now almoft filled with ítones and afhes, if 
he had continued there any time longer, it would 
have been impoffible for him to have made his 
way out; it was thought proper therefore to 
awaken him. He got up, and went to Pomponia- 
nus and the reft of his company, who were not 
unconcerned enough to think of going to bed. 
They confulted together whether it would be moft 
prudent to truft to the houfes, which now fhook 
from fide to fide with frequent and violent con- 
cuffions ; or fiy to the open fields, where the cal- 

cined 
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cined ftones and cinders, tho’ light indeed, yet 
fell in large fhowers, and threatened deftru&ion. 
In this diftrefs they refolved for the fields, as the 
lefs dangerous fituation of the two: a refolution 
which, while the reft of the company were hur- 
ried into by their fears, my uncle embraced upon 
cool and deliberate confideration. They went 
out then, having pillows tied upon their heads 
with napkins; and this was their whole defence 
againft the ftorm of ftones that fell round them. 
lt was now day every where elfe, but there a 
deeper darknefs prevailed than in the moft obfcure 
night; which however was in fome degree diffi- 
pated by torches and other lights of various kinds. 
They thought proper to go down farther upon 
the fhore to obferve if they might fafely put out 
to fea, but they found the waves ftill run extreme- 
ly high and boifterous. There my uncle having 
drank a draught or two of cold water, threw 
 himfelf down upon acloth which was fpread for 
him, when immediately the flames, and a ftrong 
fmell of fulphur, which was the forerunner of 
them, difperfed the reft of the company, and ob- 
liged him to rife, He raifed himfelf up with the 
alliftance of two of his fervants, and inftantly fell 
down dead ; fuffocated, as I conjecture, by fome 
grofs and noxious vapor, having always had weak 
lungs, and frequently fübje& to a difficulty of 
breathing. As foon as it was light again, which 

was 
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was not till the third day after this melancholy ac- 
cident, his body was found intire, and without any 
marks of violence upon it, exactly in the fame po- 
fture that he fell, and looking more like aman 
alleep than dead. During alf this time my mother 
and I who were at Mifenum —' But as this has no 
conne&ion with your hiftory, fo your enquiry went 
no farther than concerning my uncle's death ; 
with that therefore I will put an end to my letter: 
fuffer. me only to add, that I have faithfully rela-. 
ted to you what I was either an eye-witnefs of my- 
felf, or received immediately after the accident’ 
happened, and before there was time to vary the 
truth. You will choofe out of this narrative fuch 
circumftances as fhall be moft tuitable to your pur- 
pofe: for there is a creat difference between what 
is proper fora letter, and an hiftory ; between wri- 
ting toa friend, and writing to the public. Farewel. 


LETTER XVII. To RzsriTUTUS. 


Cannot forbear pouring out my indignation be- 

fore you in a letter, fince I have no opportu- 
i of doing fo in perfon,) againft a certain beha- 
vior which gave me fome lee in an afiembly 
where I was lately prefent. ‘The company was en- 
tertained with the recital of a very finifhed perfor- 
“mance: butthere were two or three perfons among 
the 


f See this account continued, lt, 20. of this book, 
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the audience, men of great genius in their own, 
and a few of their friends eftimation, who fate 
like fo many mutes, without fo much as moving 
alip or a hand, or once rifing from their feats, 
even to fhift their pofture. But to what purpofe, 
in the name of good fenfe, all tiis wonderous air 
of wifdom and folemnity, or rather indeed (to 
give it its true appellation) of this proud indo- 
lence? Is it not downright folly, or even mad- 
nefs, thus to be at the expence of a whole day 
merely to commit a piece of rudenefs, and leave 
bim an enemy, whom you vifited as a friend ? Is 
a man confcious that he poffeffes a fuperior de- 
gree of eloquence than the perfon whom he at- 
tends upon on fuch an occafion? fo much the 
rather ought he to guard againít every appearance 
of envy, asa paffion that always implies inferio- 
rity, wherever it refides. But whatever a man’s 
talent may be, whether greater or equal, or lefs than 
his friend's, ftill it is his intereft to give him the 
approbation he deferves: if greater or equal; becaufe 
the higher his glory rifes whom you equal or ex- 
cel, the more confiderable yours muft neceffarily 
be: if lefs; becaufe if one of more exalted abi- 
lities does not meet with applaufe, neither poffibly 
can you. For my own part, I honor and revere 
all who difcover any degree of. merit in the pain- 
ful and laborious art of oratory ; for Eloquence 
is a high and haughty dame, who {corns to refide 

4 with 
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with thofe that defpife her. But perhaps you are 
not of this opinion: yet who has a greater 
regard for this glorious fcience, or is a more 
candid judge of it than yourfelf? In confidence 
of which, I chofe to vent my indignation par- 
cularly to you, as not doubting you would be 
the firft to fhare with me in the fame fentiments. 
Farewel. 


LETTER XFill.: do SaBINVS. 


Will endeavor, as you defire, to undertake the 
|| caufe of the Firmiani *, tho’ l have many affairs 
upon my hands: for I fhould be extremely glad 
to oblige fo illuftrious a colony by my good offices; 
as well as to render you an acceptable fervice. 
How indeed can I refufe you any thing, who pro- | 
fefs to have fought my friendfhip as your orna- 
ment and fupport, efpecially when your requeft is 
on behalf of your country? For what can be more 
worthy than the intreaties of a patriot, or more 
powerful than thofe of a friend? You may engage 
for me therefore to your, or rather as I fhould now 
call them, ou friends the Firmiani. And tho’ their 
own illuftrious character did not perfuade me that 

they deferve my careand patronage; yetlcould not 
butconceivea very highnotionof their merit, from 
' feeing 


a Inhabitants of a city in Italy, called Firme, in the mar 
quifate of Ancona; 
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feeing a man of your diftinguifhed virtues rife up 
amongft them. 


LETS? ER XIX. To NeEpos. 

A RE you informed that the price of land is 
A confiderably rifen, efpecially of thofe which 
he about Rome? This fudden advance was occa- 
fioned by a practice which has been much com- 
plained of, and which drew from the fenate, at 
the laft affembly for the election of magiftrates, 
a very honorable decree, whereby the candidates 
for any office are prohibited from giving any treat, 
prefent, or money whatfoever. The two former 
of thefe abufes were practifed with as little referve 
as difcretion ; the latter, tho’ carried on with more 
fecrecy, was however equally notorious. “Our 
friend Homulus, taking advantage of this favo- 
rable difpofition of the fenate, inftead of giving 
his fentiments upon the point in debate, moved 
that the confuls might acquaint the emperor, it 
was unanimoufly defired to have this abufe reform- 
ed, and that they would addrefs him to interpofe 
his vigilance and authority for the redrefs of this 
evil, as he had for that of every other. Thé em- - 
peror was accordingly pleafed to do fo, and pub- 
lifhed an edic to reftrain thofe infamous largeffes ; 
wherein he directs that no perfon fhall be admit- 
ted as a candidate who has not a third part of his 


eftate 
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eftate in land; efteeming it highly indecent, (as 
no doubt it is) that thofe who afpire to dignities 
in the ftate, fhould look upon Rome and Italy, 
rather like travellers who are paffing thro’ it, than 
as their proper country. For this reafon there is 
a general ftruggle among thofe who aim at any 
office, and they buy up every thing which they . 
hear is to be fold; by which means the value of 
lands is greatly increafed. If therefore you are 
inclined to difpofe of any part of your eftate here, 
or of making purchafes elfewhere, you have now 
a good opportunity ; for in order to buy in Italy, 
thefe candidates are obliged to fell their eftates in 
the provinces, Farewel. 


LETTER XX. To Cornerius Tacitus. 


H E letter which, incompliance with your 

requeft, I wrote to you concerning the 
death of my uncle, has raifed, it feems, your cu- 
riofity to know what terrors and dangers attend- 
ed me while I continued at Mifenum ; for-there, 
I think, the account in my former broke off: - 


Tho? my foock’d foul recoils, my tongue foall tell ". 
My uncle having left us, I purfued the ftudies 
which prevented my going with him, till it was 


tme 


* Virg. Pit’s Tranflation, 
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time to bathe. After which I went to fupper, and 
from thence to bed, where my fleep was greatly 
broken and difturbed. There had been for many 
days before fome fhocks of an earthquake, which 
the lefs farprized us as they are extremely frequent 
in Campania; but they were fo particularly vio- 
lent that night, that they not only fhook every. 
thing about us, but feemed indeed to threathen to- 
tal deftruction. My mother flew to my chamber, 
where fhe found me rifing, in order to awaken 
her. We went out into a {mall court belonging 
to the houfe, which feparated the fea from the 
buildings. As I was at that time but eighteen 
* years of age, I know not whether I fhould call 
my behavior in this dangerous jun&ure, courage 
Or rafhnefs ; ; but I took up Livy, and amufed my 
felf with turning over that author, and even ma- 
king extracts from him, asif all about me had 
been in full fecurity. While we were in this po- 
fture, a friend of my uncle's, who was juft come 
from Spain to pay him a vifit, joined us, and ob- 
ferving me fitting by my mother with a book in 
my hand, gfeatly condemned her calmnefs, at 
the fame time that he reproved me for my care- 
lefs fecurity : neverthelefs I ftill went on with my 
author. Tho’ it was now morning, the light was 
exceedingly faint and languid; the buildings all 
around us tottered, and tho’ we ftood upon open 
ground, P as the place Was narrow and confin- 

Vor. I. Y ed 
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ed, there was no remaining there without certain 
and great danger: we therefore refolved to quit 

the town. ‘The people followed us in the utmoft 

confternation, and (as to a mind diftra&ed with - 
'terror, every fuggeftion feems more prudent than 
its own) preffed in great crowds about us in our 
way out. Being got at a convenient diftance from 
‘the houfes, we ftood ftill, in the midft of a moft 
dangerous and dreadful fcene. The chariots which 
we liad ordered to be drawn out, were fo agita- 
ted backwards and forwards, tho’ upon the moft 
level ground, that we could not keep them fted- 
‘dy, even by fupporting them with large ftones. 
The fea feemed to roll back upon itfelf, and to 
be driven from its banks by the convulfive mo- 
tion of the earth ; it is certain at leaft the ‘fhore 
was confiderably enlarged, and feveral fea-animals 
were left upon it. On the other fide, a black and 
dreadful cloud burfting with an igneous ferpen- 
tine vapor, darted out a long train of fire, refem- 
bling flafhes of lightening, but much larger. Up- 
on this our Spanifh friend, whom I mentioned 
above, addreffing himfelf to my mother and ‘me 
with greater warmth and earneftnefs : 7f your bro- 
ther and your uncle, faid he, is fafe, be certainly 
wifbes you may be fo too, but if be perifhed, it was 
bis defire, no doubt, that you might both furvive 
him : Why therefore do you delay your ejcape a mo- 
ment? We could never think of our own fafety, 
we 
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we faid, while we were uncertain of his.  Here- 
upon our friend left us, and withdrew from the 
danger with the utmoft precipitation. Soon after- 
wards, the cloud feem’d to defcend, and cover 
the whole ocean; as indeed, it entirely hid the 
ifland of .* Caprea, and the promontory of Mi- 
fenum. My mother ftrongly conjured me to 
make my eícape at any rate, which as I was 
young I might eafily do; as for herfelf, the faid, 
her age jand corpulency rendered all attempts of 
that fort impoffible ; however fhe would willing- 
ly meet death, if fhe could have the fatisfa&ion 
of feeing that fhe was not the occafion of mine. 
But I abfolutely refufed to leave her, and taking 
her by the hand, I led her on: the complied 
with great relutance, and not without many re- 
proaches.to herfélf for retarding my flight. The 
afhes now began to fall upon us, tho’ in no great 
quantity. lturned my head, and obferved be- 
hind usa thick fmoke, which came rolling after 
us like a torrent. I propofed while we had yet 
any light, to turn out of the high road, left the 
fhould be preffed to death in the dark, by the 
crowd that followed us. We had fcarce fteped 
out of the path, when darknefs over-fpread us, 
not like that of a cloudy night, or when there is 
no moon, but of a room when it is fhut up, and 
all the lights extin&. Nothing then was to be 

Y 2 ; hear'd 


* An ifland near Naples, now called Capri? 
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hear'd but the fhrieks of women, the fcreams of 
children, and the cries of men ; fome calling for, 
their children, others for their parents, others 
for their hufbands, and only diftinguifhing each 
other by their voices; one lamenting his own 
fate, another that of his family; fome wifhing 
to die, from the very fear of dying, fome lift- 
ing their hands to the gods ; but the greater 
part imagining that the laft and eternal night was 
come, which was to deftroy both the * gods and 
the world trgether. Among thefe there were 
fome who augmented the real terrors by imagi- 
nary ones, and made the frighted multitude falfly 
believe that Mifenum was actually in flames. At 
length a glimmering light appeared, which we 
imagined to be rather the forerunner of an ap- 
proaching burft of flames, (as in truth it was) 
than the return of day : however, the fire fell at 
a diftance from us: then again we were immerfed 
in thick darknefs, and a heavy fhower of afhes 
rained upon us, which we were obliged every 
now and then to fhake off, otherwife we fhould 
have been crufhed and buried in the heap. I 
might boaft, that during all this fcene of horror, 
not a figh or expreffion of fear efcaped from me, 

had 


4 The Stoic and Epicurean Philofophers held, that the world 
was to be deftroyed by fire, and all things fall again into origi- 
nal chaos ; not excepting even the national gods themfelves 
from the deftru&ion of this general conflagration. 
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had not my fupport been founded in that mife- 
rable, tho’ ftrong confolation, that all mankind 
were involved in the fame calamity, and that I 
imagined I was perifhing with the world itfelf. 
At laft this dreadful darknefs was diffipated by 
degrees, like a cloud or fmoke ; the real day re- 
turned, and even the fun appeared, tho' very 
faintly, and as when an eclipfe is: coming on. 
Every object that prefented. itfelf to our eyes 
(which were extremely weakened) feemed chang- 
ed, being cover'd over with white * afhes, as with 
a deep fnow. We returned to Mifenum,. where 
we refrefhed. ourfelves as well as we could, and 
paffed an anxious night between hope and fear ; 
tho’ indeed, with a much larger fhare of the lat- 
er: for the earthquake ftill continued, while fe- 
veral enthufiaftic people ran up and down heigh- 
tening their own and their friends calamities by 
terrible: predictions. However, my mother and 
I, notwithftanding the danger we had paffed, and 
that which ftill threatened us, had no thoughts of 
leaving the place, till we fhould receive fome 
account from my uncle. 


And now, you will read this narrative without 
any view. of inferting it in your hiftory, of 
Y.:3 | which 


* Mr. Addifon in his account of mount Vefuvio obferved, 
that the air of the place is fo very much impregnated with falt- 
petre, that one can fcarce find a ftone which has nof the leaft 
white with it. Travels, 182. 
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which it is by no means worthy ; and indeed you 
muft impute it to your own requeft, if it fhall 
appear fcarce to deferve even the trouble of a let- 
ter. Farewel. 


LETTER XXL To Canrntvus. 
H O' I acknowledge myfelf an admirer of 
the antients ; yet Iam very far from de- 
fpifing, as fome affect to do, the genius of the 
moderns: nor can I fuppofe, that nature in thefe 
latter ages is fo worn out, as to be incapable of 
any valuable production. On the contrary, 1 have 
lately had the pleafure of hearing Verginius Ro- 
manus read to a few felect friends, a Comedy fo 
juftly formed upon the plan of the antients, that 
it may one day ferve itfelf for a model. | I know 
not whether he is in the number of your acquain- 
tance; I am fure at leaft he deferves to be fo, as 
he is greatly diftinguifhed by the probity of his 
manners, the elegance of his genius, and the va- 
riety of his productions. He has written fome 
very agreeable pieces of the burlefque kind in 
Jambics, with much delicacy, wit, and humor, 
and I will add too, even eloquence; for every 
fpecies of compofition, which is finifhed in its. 
kind, may with propriety be termed eloquent. 
He has alfo compofed fome Comedies after the 
manner of Menander and other approved authors 

3 | of 
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of that age, which deferve to be ranked with 
thofe of Plautas and T'erence. He has now, for 
the firft time, attempted the * antient Comedy, 
but in fuch a manner, as to fhew he isa perfect 
matter in this way. Strength, majefty, and de- 
licacy, foftnefs, poignancy, and wit, are the 
graces which fhine out in this performance with 
full luftre. He reprefents virtuous characters 
with the higheft diftinction of honor, at the fame 
time that he ftigmatizes vicious ones with a noble 
indignation: whenever he makes ufe of feigned 
names it is with great propriety, as he employs 
real ones with much juftnefs. With refpect on- 
ly to myfelf, I fhould fay he has erred’ thro’ an 
excefs of good-will, if I did not know that fi&ion 
is the privilege of poets... In a word, I will in- 
fift upon his letting me have the copy, that I may 
fend it to you for your perufal, or rather that 
you may, get it by heart ; for L am well perfuad- 
ed when you have once taken it up, you will not 
eafily lay itafide. Farewel. 

- Y 4 LE T- 


f With regard to the various changes and revolutions Qo- 
medy has undergone, it is diftinguifhed into three kinds, viz. 
the antient, which was founded upon real fa&ts, and perfons 
pointed out by their proper names ; the zziZZ/z, where the fub- 
ject was real, but the names fictitious ; the zeqv, wherein both 
the names and the action are imaginary. Of the fr? model 
was Ariftophanes.; upon whofe general manner, it is probable, 
Romanus formed his Comedy here mentioned ; but as he ap- 
pears to have made ufe both of true and invented names in his 
characters, it feems rather to have been of the mix’d kind. 
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LETTER XXII, To Tine | 


N affair has lately been tranfacted here, which 
nearly concerns thofe who: fhall ‘hereafter 

be appointed governors of provinces, as well as 
every man who too incautioufly: trufts his friends, 
Luttricus Bruttianus ‘having detected his lieute- 
nant Montanus Atticinus in feveral enormous 
crimes, informed the emperor of. them..'; Atti- 
cinus, on the other hand, added to his guilt by 
commencing a groundlefs profecution againft the 
friend whofe confidence he had abufed. His 
information was received, and I was one of the 
affeffors at this trial. Both parties pleaded: their 
own-caufe, and in a fümmary way confined them- 
felves clofely to the articles of the charge: a 
method by much the fhorteft of difcovering the 
truth. ‘Bruttianus, as à proof of the undeferved 
confidence he had repofed in’ his friend, and that 
nothing but abfolute neceffity could have extort- 
ed from him this complaint, produced his will, 
all in the hand-writing of Atticinus. He then 
proceeded to open his charge, and clearly proved 
him guilty of the moft infamous conduct. Atti- 
cinus, after fome vain efforts to juftify himfelf, re- 
tired; but his defence appeared as weak, as his 
accufation was wicked. It was proved that he had 
bribed a flave belonging to the fecretary of Brutti- 
; | arius, 
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anus, and by that means got into his poffeffion his 

regifter-book, which he erafed, and then made 

this his villainous act the ioundation of a charge 

apáinft his friend. The emperor's conduct in this 

trial was extremely noble: without collecting 

the voices with refpect to Bruttianus, he proceed- 
ed immediately to take them only in relation to 
Atticinus, who “was accordingly condemned to 
banifhment. Bruttianus was’ acquitted not only - 
with avery full and honorable teftimony of his 
integrity, but with the credit of having behaved 
in this affair with great refolution. And indeed, 
after having vindicated his own character in few 
words, lie fupported his charge againft Atticinus 
with much fpirit; and approved himfelf no lefs 
a man of fortitude than of worth and honefty. 
I fend you this account not only as a caution for 
your behavior in the government you have ob- 
tained, and as a hint to depend upon yourfelf as 
much as poffible, without relying too far upon 
your friends; but ‘that you may be well affured, 
if you fhould happen to be impofed upon in the 
execution of your office (as far be it that you ever 
fhould) you will readily meet with fatisfaction here. 
However, that you may ftand in no need of it; let 
me entréat you to exert the utmoft circumfpection 
of your own vigilance ; for the pleafure of- being 

redreffed, moft certainly cannot compenfate the 

uneafinefs of being deceived. - Farewel. 

L£ €- 
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LETTER XXII. To Trrarwvs. 


"Confent to undertake the caufe which you fo 
earneftly recommend to me; but as glorious, 
and honorable as it may be, I will not be your 
counfel without a fee. Is it poffible, you will fay, 
that my friend Pliny fhould be fo mercenary ? In 
truth it is; and I infift upon a reward which will 
do me more honor than the moft difinterefted pa- 
tronage. lbeg of you then, and indeed I make 
it a previous condition, that Cremutius Rufo may 
be joined with me as counfel in this caufe. This 
is a practice which I have frequently obferved with 
refpect to feveral diftinguifhed youths ; ; as I take 
infinite pleafure in introducing young men of me- 
rit to the bar, and affigning them over to fame. 
But if ever I owed this good office to any man, it 
is certainly to Rufo, not only upon account of his 
family, but his tender affection to me; and it 
would afford me a very fingular fatisfaction to have 
an opportunity of fceing him draw the attention of 
the audience in the fame court and the. fame caufe 
with: myfelf. . 'T'his.I now afk as an obligation to 
me; but when he has pleaded in your caufe, 
you will efteem it as a favor done to you: for I 
will be anfwerable that he fhall acquit himfelf in a 
manner equal to your wiíhes, as well as to.my 
hopes and the importance of the caufe, He is a 
| youth 
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youth of a moft excellent difpofition, and when 
once I fhall have produced his merit, we fhall 
foon fee him exert the fame generous ‘office’ in 
forwarding that of others ; asindeed no man: with: 
out the fupport and encouragement of friends; and 
having proper opportunities thrown in his way, is 
able to rife at once from obfcurity; by the ore 
nefs of his own danpapss genius. 


LETTE R XXIV. Lp Macer. 


O W much does the fame of human actions 
depend upon the ftation of thofé who pers 

form them! The very fame conduct fhall be ei- 
ther greatly magnified, or entirely overlooked, as 
it happens to proceed from a perfon of confpicu- 
ous or obícure rank. I was failing lately upon 
our * lake, with an old man of my acquaintance, 
who defired me to obferve a. villa fituated upon 
its banks, which had a chamber hanging over the 
water. From that room, faid he, a woman of our 
city threw herfelf and her hufband. Upon enquir- 
ing into the caufe, he informed me, ** That her 
.** hufband having been long afflicted with:an ulcer 
** in thofe parts which modefty conceals, fhe pre- 
** vailed with him at laft to let her infpect the 
** fore, affuring him at the fame time, that. fhe 
** would 


The lake Larius; 
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** would moft fincerely give her opinion whether 
** there wasa poffibility of its being cured. Accord- 
** ingly upon viewing the ulcer, fhe found there was 
** no hopes, and therefore advifed him to putanend 
* to his life: to which fhe not only encouraged 
** him by her example, but was actually the means 
** of his death; for tying herfelf to her hufband, 
* fhe plunged with him into the lake." ‘Tho’ this 
happened in the very city where I was born, I 
never hear'd it mentioned before; and yet that 
this action is lefs taken notice of than that famous 
one of Arria's >, is:not becaufe it was lefs remark- 
able, but becaufe the perfon who performed it 
was more obícure. Farewel. 


LE TTER XX. T? Hsp any. 


OU inform me, that Robuftus, a Roman 
knight of great diftinction, :accompanied 

my friend Attilius Scaurus as far as * Ocriculum, 
but has. never been hear'd of fince.,. In compli- 
ánce, therefore, with your defire, I fhall fend for 
Scaurus, in order to fee if he can give us any 
light in: tracing him-out; tho’ I fear, indeed, it 
will be to no purpofe. | I fufpect an.accident of 
the fame unaccountable kind has attended Robuf- 
tus, as eae happened to my towníman Me- 
tilius 


b See an account of her, B. 3. Let. 16, 
* Now Otricoli, in Ombria or the duchy of: Spoleto, 
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tilius Crifpus. I procured. a company for him in 
the army, and gave him when he fet out 40,000 
? fefterces for his equipage : but I never received 
any letter from him afterwards, or could learn 
what became of him. Whether he was murdered 
by his fervants, or together with them, is uncer- 
tain ; however, neither he nor they ever appeared 
more. I wifh we may not find it thus with refpect 
to Robuftus ; neverthelefs I fhall fend for Scaurus. 
Icannot refufe this either to your generous requeft, 
or the very laudable entreaties of that moft excel- 
lent youth his fon, who difcovers. as. much 
good fenfe in the method, as he does filial affec- 
tion in the zeal of his enquiry : and may we have 
the fame fuccefs in finding his father, as he has 
had in difcovering the perfon that accompanied 
him! Farewel. 


LETTER XXFl. To SERvIANUS. 


A M extremely rejoiced to hear, that you de- 
fign your daughter for Fufcus Salinator, and 
congratulate you upon it. His family is * Patri- 
cian, and both his father and mother are perfons 
of the moft exalted merit. As for himfelf, he is 
ftudious, learned and eloquent, and with all the 
innocence 


» About 3201: Some editions read it 400,000 fefterces, 
which is about 3200] of our money. 
_ # Thofe families were fti«d patrician, whofe anceftors had 
been members of the fenate in the carlieft times of the regal 
or confular government. 
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innocence of a child, unites the fprightlinefs of 
youth to the wifdom of age. I am not, believe me, 
deceived by my affection, when I give him this 
chara&er; for tho’ I love him, I confefs, beyond 
meafure (as his friendfhip and efteem for me well 
deferve) yet partiality has no fhare in my judg- 
ment; on the contrary, the ftronger my fond- 
nefs of him is, the more rigoroufly I weigh his 
merit. lI will venture then to affure you (and J 
fpeak it upon my own experience) you could not 
have formed to your with a more accomplifhed 
fon-in-law. May he foon prefent you with a 
grand-fon, who {hall be the exact copy of his 
father! and with what pleafure ‘fhall I receive 
from the arms of two fuch friends their children 
or grand-children, whom J fhall claim a fort of 
tight to embrace as my own ! Farewel. 


LETITER XXFIIL Jo Severus. 


%7 OU defire me to confider what turn you 
X fhould give to your fpeech in honor of the 
emperor, upon your being appointed conful * elect. 


It is much eafier, amidít that variety of topics 
which 


* The confuls, tho’ they were chofen in Auguft, did not en- 
ter upon their office till the firft of January, during which in- 
terval they were ftiled Conyjules defignati, confuls ele&. It was 
ufual for them upon that occafion to compliment the emperor, 
by whofe appointment, after the diffylution of the republican 
government, they were chofen. 
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which the virtues of this illuftrious prince " abun- 
dantly fupply, to find materials for encomium, 
than to felect them. However, I will fend you 
my fentiments, or (what I rather choofe) I will 
give them to you in perfon, after having laid be- 
fore you the difficulties which occur to me. Iam 
doubtful then whether I fhould advife you to pur- 
fue the method, which I obferved myfelf on the 
fame occafion. When I was conful ele&, T avoid- 
ed running into the ufual ftrain of compliment, 
which however far (as far certainly it would have 
been) from adulation, might yet bear the fem- 
blance of it. Not that I affected an uncommon 
fpirit of freedom ; but as well knowing the fen- 
timents of our amiable prince, and being tho- | 
roughly perfuaded, that the higheft praife I could 
‘offer ‘to him, would beto fhew the world I was 
under no neceffüity of paying him any. When I 
reflefted what profufion of honors had been 
heap'd upon the very worft of his predeceffors, 
nothing, I imagined, could more diftinguifh a 
prince of his real virtues, from thofe infamous 
emperors, than to addrefs. him in a different man- 
ner. And this I thought proper to obferve in 
my fpeech, left it might be fufpected ‘I pafied 
over his glorious aéts, not out of judgment, but 
inattention. Such was the method:I then obferv- 
ed; but I am fenfible the fame meafures are nei- 

| ther 

b Trajan. 
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ther agreeable, nor indeed fuitable to all alike. 
Befides the propriety of doing or omitting a thing 
depends not only upon perfons, but time and cir- 
cumftances ; and as the late actions of our illuf- 
trious Prince afford materials: for panegyric, no 
leís juft.than recent and magnificent, 1 doubt. (as 
I íaid before) whether I fhould perfuade you to 
act in this cafe as I did myfelf. In this, however, 
l.am clear, that it was proper to offer to your 
confideration the plan I purfued. F arewel. 


LETTER XXVUL To QvapnATUS. | 


Was not ignorant of the reafon which prevent- 

ed your coming into Campania to receive me. 
But abfent, as you were, might I have judged by 
the vaft quantity of provifions of all forts, with 
which I was fupplied by your orders, I fhould 
have imagined you had conveyed yourfelf hither 
with your whole poffeffions. I muft own I was 
fo arrant a clown, as to take all that was offered 
me ; however it was in compliance with the foli- 
citations of your people, and fearing you would 
chide both them and me if I refufed. But for the 
future, if you will not obferve fome meafure, Z muft. 
And accordingly I affured your fervants, if ever 
they were thus profufe in their bounty to me again, 


I would abfolutely return the whole. You will tell 
me, 
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me, I know, that I ought to confider every thing 
belonging to you, as entirely mine. I am extreme- 
ly fenfible of that ; and therefore I would ufe them 
with the fame moderation as my own. Farewel. 


LA31 ER XXIX. To Quapratus, 


A Vidius Quietus, whofe affection, and (what 

I equally value) whofe approbation I had 

the happinefs to enjoy, ufed frequently to repeat 
this maxim, among others, of his friend Thrafea’s; 
That ** there are three forts of caufes which we 
** ought to undertake ; thofe of our friends, thofe 
** of the deferted, and thofe which tend to public 
* example.” The reafon we íhould engage in 
the caufe of our friends requires no explanation ; 
_ but the deferted have a claim to our affiftance, be- 
caufe it fhews a refolute and generous mind ; as 
we ought to rife in the caufe where example is 
concerned, fince it is of the laft confequence whe- 
ther a good or evil one prevails. To which I will 
add (perhaps in the fpirit of ambition, however I 
will add) thofe of the fplendid and illuftrious 
. kind. For it is reafonable, no doubt, fometimes 
to plead the caufe of. glory and fame, or in other 

| Words, one’s own. Thefe are the limits, (fince you 
afk my fentiments) I would prefcribe to a per- 
fon_of your dignity and moderation. Practice, I. 
Vou. I. Z know, 
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know, is generally efteemed, and in truth is, the 
beft guide in the art of pleading. [have feen many 
who with fmall genius and no erudition have, 
merely by that fingle means, arrived to a good 
proficiency. Neverthelefs, the obfervation of Pol- 
lio, or at leaft what ufually paffes for his, I have 
found by experience to be moft true; ** A good 
** addrefs at the bar, faid he, occafioned me much © 
** practice ; and, on the other hand, much prac- 
** tice fpoiled my addrefs." The reafon is, by 
tco frequent a repetition it becomes rather a habit 
than a talent, and degenerates into a rafh affurance, 
rather than fettles into a juft confidence. Accord- 
ingly we fee that the great modefty of Ifocrates, 
, Which, together with the weaknefs of his voice, 
prevented his appearing in public, did not by any 
means obftru& his attaining the character of a con- 
fummate orator. Let me farther advife you, to 
read and write, and meditate much, that you may 
be able to fpeak when ever you choofe ; and. you 
never will choofe it, I well know, but when you 
. ought. Za at leaft is the reftriclion I laid down 
to myfelf. I have fometimes, indeed, pleaded; 
not fo much from the fingle motive of reafon, 
as neceffity, (which, however, is the fame thing) 
' having on fome occafions been appointed coun- 
fel by order of the fenate; but it was in cafes 
which fell within Thrafea’s third rule, that is, 


of 
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of the exemplary kind. I was advocate for the 
province of Boetica, againfl Baebius Maffa ; where 
the queftion being, whether they fhould be al- 
lowed to profecute him, it pafied in the affirma- 
tive. lappeared for them a fecond time againft 
Cacilius Clafficus, and the point in debate was, 
whether the provincial officers who acted under 
him in his proconfulfhip, fhould be deemed ac- 
complices with him? It was determined they 
fhould; and they were punifhed accordingly. | 
was counfel againft Marius Prifcus, who having 
been convicted of bribery, endeavored to take 
advantage of the lenity of the law in that cafe, 
the penalty of which was by no means adequate 
to his enormous guilt: but he was fentenced to 
banifhment. I defended Julius Baffüs in an affair 
in which he acted imprudently, ’tis true, but 
not in the leaft with any ill intention: the matter 
was referred to the ordinary. judges, and he was. 
permitted.in the mean while to retain his feat in 
the fenate. I pleaded likewife not long fince, on 
behalf of. Varenus, who petitioned for leave to 
examine witnefles on his part; which was grant- 
ed him. And now I will only wifh, that I may, 
for the future, have fuch caufes enjoined me by. 
authority, in which it will become me to ap- 
pear by choice. Farewel. 


4 L E. T- 
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LETTER XXX. To FABATUS. 


Have the higheft reafon, moft certainly, to 

celebrate your birth-day as my own, fince all . 
the happinefs of mine arifes from yours, to whofe 
care and diligence it is owing, that I am chearful 
in town and eafy in the country.— Your Camillian 
* villa in Campania has fuffered by the injuries of 
time, and is falling into decay; however, the 
moft valuable parts of the building either remain 
entire, or are but flightly damaged, and it íhall 
be my care to fee it put into thorough repair.---- 
Tho’ I flatter myfelf I have many friends, yet 
fearce any, I doubt, of the fort you enquire 
after, and which the affair you mention demands. 
All mine lie among thofe whofe employments en- 
gage them in town; whereas the conduct of coun- 
try bufinefs requires a perfon of a rough caft, and 
enured to labor, who will not look upon the of- 
fice as mean, and can fubmit to a folitary life. 
The opinion you have of Rufus is fuitable to 
one, diftinguifhed as he was, by the friendfhip of 
your fon, but what fervice he can be of to. us up- 
on this occafion, I know not ; tho’ I am well per- 
fuaded, he will rejoice to have it in his power to 


dous any. Farewel, 
LET- 


* So called, becaufe it formerly belonged to Camillus; 
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LEZ4TER XXAI. Jo CORNELIANUS. 


Received lately the moft exquifite entertainment 
imaginable at ^ Centumcella, (as it is now 
called) being fummoned thither by Czefar 5 to at- 
tend him as one of his affeffors. Could any thing 
indeed afford a higher pleafure, than to fee the 
emperor exercifing his juftice, his wifdom, and 
his affability, even in retirement, where thofe vir- 
tues are moft obfervable ? Various were the points 
brought in. judgment before him, and which 
proved, in fo many different inftances, the great 
abilities of the judge. The caufe of Claudius A- 
rifton came on firft. He is an Ephefian noble- 
man, of great munificence and unambitious po- 
pularity, whofe virtues having render'd him ob- 
noxious to a fet of people of far different charac- 
ters, they had fpirited up an informer againft 
. him, of the fame infamous ftamp ‘with them- 
felves; but he was honorably acquitted. The 
next day, the caufe of Gallita, accufed of adulte- 
ry, was determined. Her hufband, who is a 
military tribune, was upon the point of offering 
himfelf as a candidate for certain honors at Rome, 
‘but fhe had difgrac’d both him and herfelf by an 
Z2 intrigue 


' * Suppofed to be Civita Vecchia. 
. P ‘Trajan. 
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intrigue with a * centurion. The hufband in- 
formed the conful’s lieutenant, who wrote to the 
emperor concerning it. Cafar, having examined 
the proofs, broke the centurion, and fentenced 
him to banifhment. It remained that fome pu- 
nifhment fhould be inflicted likewife upon the 
other party, as itis a crime of which both muft 
neceffarily be equally guilty. But the hufband's 
affection for his wife inclined him to drop that 
part of the profecution, not without fome fufpi- 
cion of connivance; for he continued to live with 
her even after he had commenced this profecu- 
tion, contenting himfelf, it fhould feem, with 
having removed his rival. But he was ordered 
to proceed in the fuit ; which, tho’ he did with 
great reluctance, it was neceffary, however, fhe 
fhould be condemned. And fhe accordingly 
was, being given up to the punifhment directed : 
by the ^ Julian law. The emperor thought pro- 
per to fpecify, in his decree, the name and office 
of the centurion, that it might appear he paffed - 
it in virtue of military difcipline; left it fhould 
be imagined he claimed a particular cognizance 
in 
* An officer in the Roman legions, fomething refembling a 
captain in Our companies, 


4 This law was made by Auguftus Czfar, but it no where 
clearly appears what was the peculiar punifhment it inflicted. 
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in every caufe of the fame nature. The third day 
was employed in examining into an affair which 
had occafioned much and various. fpeculation ; 
it was concerning the will of Julius Tiro, part 
of which was plainly genuine, the other. part, it 
was faid, was forged. The perfons accufed of 
this fraud were Sempronius Senecio, a Roman 
knight, and Eurythmus, Czefar’s freed-man and 
* procurator. The heirs jointly petitioned the em- 
peror, when he was in Dacia, that he would re- - 
ferve to himfelf the tryal of this caufe ; to which 
he accordingly confented. At his return from 
that expedition, he appointed a day for the hear- 
ing ; and when fome of the heirs, as in refpect to 
Eurythmus, offered to withdraw the fuit, the ern- 
peror nobly replied, He is not Polycletus $, nor am 
I Nero. kiowever, he indulged the petitioners 
with an adjournment, and the time being expir- 
ed, he now fat to hear the caufe. Two of the 
heirs appeared, and defired, that either their 
whole number might be compelled to plead, as 
they had all joined in the information, or that 
they alío might have leave to defift. Caefar {poke 

Z 4 with 


t An officer employed by the emperor to receive arid re- 
— gulate the public revenue in the provinces. — 

f Comprehending Tranfylvania, Moldavia, and Walachia, 
£ Polycietus was a freed-man, and great favorite of Nero; 
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with great wifdom and moderation; and when 
the counfel on the part of Senecio and Euryth- 
mus faid, that unlefs their clients were hear’d, 
they .would remain under the fufpicion of guilt. 
-J am not concerned, laid the emperor, what fufpi- 
cious they may lie under, "tis 1 that am fufpetted ; 
and then turning to us, ddvife me, faid he, how 
to ali in this affair, for you fee they complain that 
I do not give them leave to withdraw their fuit. 
At length, by the advice of the council, he or- 
dered notice to be given to the heirs, that they 
fhould either go on with the caufe, or each of 
them juftify their reafons for not doing fo ; other- 
wife that he would pafs fentence upon them as 
* calumniators. Thus you fee how ufefully 
and ferioufly we fpent our time, which how- 
_ ever was intermixed with diverfions of the moit 
agreeable kind. We were every day invited 
to Czfar’s table, which, for fo great a prince, 
was fpread with much plainnefs and fimplicity. 
'There we were either entertained with interludes, 
or paffed the night in the mofl pleafing conver- 


fation, When we took our leave of him the 
laft 


^ Memmius, or Rhemmius (the critics are not agreed which) 
was author of a law, by which it was enacted, That whofoever 
was convicted of calumny and falíe accufation, fhould be ftig- 
matized with a mark in his forehead : and by the law of the 
twelve tables, falíe accufers were to fuffer the fame punifhment 
as would have been inflicted upon the perfon unjuftly accufed, 
if the crime had been proved. 
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laft day, he made each of us prefents ; fo ftudious 
is he to exert the benevolence of. his temper upon 
* all occafions! As for myfelf, I was not only 
charmed with the dignity and wifdom of the 
judge, the honor done to the affeffors, the eafe 
and unreferved freedom of the converfation; but 
with the agreeable fituation of the place. This 
delightful villa is furrounded by the moft verdant 
meadows, and commands a fine view of the fea, 
. which forms itfelf here into a fpacious harbor, in 
the figure of an amphitheatre. "The left-hand of 
this port is defended by exceeding ftrong works, — 
as they are now actually employed in carrying on 
the fame on the oppofite fide. An artificial ifland, 
which is rifing in the mouth of the harbor, will 
break the force of the waves, and afford a fafe 
paffage to fhips on each fide, In order for the 
conftruction of this wonderful inftance of art, 
ftones of a moft enormous fize are tranfported 
hither in a fort of pontoons, and being thrown 
one upon the other, are fixed by their own weight, 
gradually accumulating in the manner, as it were, 
of a fand-bank. It already lifts its rocky back . 
above the ocean, while the waves which beat upon 
it, being tofied to an immenfe height, foam with 
a prodigious noife, and whiten all the fea round. 
To thefe ftones are added large piles, which in 
time will give it the appearance of a natural ifland. 
| 3 . This 
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This haven is to be called by the name of its 
great author 5j, aad will prove of infinite benefit, 
by affording a very fecure retreat to fhips on that 
extenfive and dangerous coaft. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXII. To QUINTILIAN: ; 


HIO' your defires, I know, are extremely 
moderate, and the education which your 
daughter * has received, is fuitable to your charac- 
ter, and that of Tutilius her grandfather; yet as 
fhe 


i Trajan. | 

2 This letter has been generally fuppofed to be addreffed 
to the famous Quin&ilian, author of that excellent treatife up- 
on oratory, which is ftill extant. But there are very ftrong 
reafons to believe, that either there is fome error in the title, © 
or that it is addreffed to another perfon of the fame name. 
Quin&ilian in the opening of his fixth B. de Inft. Orat. takes 
occafion to merition his family, where he is lamenting to his 
friend Vi&orius the lofs of his eldeft fon, which had juft then 
happened. He takes notice at the fame time of the déaths of 
his wife and younger fon ; and after fome very pathetic re- 
fle&ions, clofes the whole with this obfervation : Nos miferi, 
ficut facultates patrimonii nofiri, ita hoc opis aliis paramus, aliis 
relinquemus. "This preface may be confider'd then as his do- 
‘meftic hiftory. But he does not give the leaft hint of a daugh- 
ter: which feems difficult to be accounted for upon any other 
reafon than that he never had one. For if fhe was dead, it is 
highly natural .to imagine he would have deplored the lofs of 
her among that of the reft of his children. If (he was living, 
how could he lament the neceffity of leaving his patrimony to 
firangers ? ox if fhe was unworthy of his tendernefs, why does 
he not complain of that unhappinefs among his other misfor- 
tunes? Vid. Tradu&, de Quin&t. par l'Abbé Gedoyn, in the 
preface. 4 
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fhe is going to be married to à perfon of fo great 
diftinétion as Nonius Celer, whofe ftation requires 
a certain fplendor of living, it willbe neceffary 
to confider the rank of her hufband in her cloaths 
and equipage : circumftances which tho’ they do 
not augment our real dignity, yet certainly adorn 
and grace it. But as Tam fenfible your fortune is 
not equal to the greatnefs of your mind, I claim 
to myfelf a part of your expence, and like ano- 
ther father, prefent the young lady with fifty 
thoufand fefterces *. Thefum fhould be larger, but 
that I am well perfuaded the fmallnefs of the pre- 
fent, is the only confideration that can prevail 
with your modefty not to refufe it. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXIIL. To Romanus. 


y Jim ROW, throw your tafks afide, tbe fove- 
reign faid*. | 
Thus whether you are engaged in reading or writ- 
ing, away with your books and papers, and take 
up my divine oration, as thofe Cyclops did the 
arms of 7Eneas. Now tell me, could I introduce 
my fpeech to you with an air of more affurance ? 
. But in good earneft, I put it into your hands as 
the 
* About 4001. of our money. 


* Ain. 8. Pitt's Tranf. the fpeech of Vulcan to his Cy- 
clops, when he directs them to prepare arms for /Eneas. 
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the beft of my performances; for it is myfelf 
only that I pretend to rival. It was fpoken in de- 
fence of Accia Variola; and the dignity of the 
perfon interefted in it, the fingularity of the oc- 
cafion, together with the majefty of the tribunal, 
confpire to render it extremely remarkable. Fi- 
gure to yourfelf a lady ennobled not only by her 
birth, but her marriage to a perfon of Pretorian 
rank, difinherited by her father, and fuing for her 
patrimony in the centumviral court, within eleven 
days after this old man, feized with a fit of love 
when he was fourfcore years of age, had brought 
home a mother-in-law to his daughter. Imagine 
the folemnity of a court of juftice, compofed of 
one hundred and eighty judges, (for that is the 
number of which it confifts); friends innumerable 
attended on both parties; the benches infinitely 
thronged, and a deep circle of people encompaf- 
fing the judges, at the fame time that numbers 
preffed round the tribunal ; even the very galle- 
ries lined with men and women, hanging over 
with the greateft earneftnefs, (who though they 
might fee tolerably well, it was fcarce pofüble 
"for them to hear a word ;) reprefent to yourfelf, 


in fhort, fathers, daughters, and mothers-in-law, 
all 


b Sidonius Apollinaris fays, that Pliny acquired more honor 
by this fpeech, even than by his incomparable panegyric upon 
Trajan, : 


Bok VL of PLINY. 365 


all deeply interefting themfelves in the event of 
thisimportant trial. The fentiments of the judges 
were divided, two of the eic for us, 
and two againft us. It is fomething rémarkable, 
that the fame queftion debated before the fame. 
judges, and pleaded by the fame advocates, ‘and 
at the fame time, fhould happen to receive fo 
different a decifion, that one would almoft ima- 
gine it was more than accident. However, in 
the final event, the mother-in-law, who claimed 
under the will a fixth part of the inheritance, loft 
her caufe. Suberinus * was alfo excluded his pre- 
tenfions; who tho’ he was difinherited by his 
father, without daring to vindicate his own pa- 
trimony, had yet the fingular affurance to demand 
that of another. I have been thus particular in 
giving you a detail of the circumftances which 
attended this caufe, not only that my letter might 
inform you of what you could not learn by my 
fpeech ; but alfo (for I will honeftly own. the ar- 
tifice) in order to your reading it with more plea- 
fure, by being thus introduced, as it were, into 
the audience. And extenfive as this pleading is, 
I do not defpair of its recommending itfelf to you, 
as much as if it had the grace of brevity. The 
abundance of matter, the juft order in which it 
is 
© This Suberinus (the commentators fuppofe) was fon to the 
woman whom Accia’s father had married in his old age. 
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is placed, the little narrations that are diftributed 
throughout, together with the variety of the ftile, 
will always gíve it an air of novelty. I will even 
venture to fay to you (what I durft not to any 
ene elfe) that a fpirit of great fire and fublimity 
breaks out in many parts of it, at the fame time 
that in others it is wrought up with much deli- 
cacy and clofenefs of reafoning. I was frequently 
obliged to intermix dry computations with the 
elevated and pathetic, and to defcend from the 
orator almoft to the accountant ; fo that you will 
fometimes imagine the fcene was changed from 
the folemnity of the centumviral tribunal, to that 
of a private and inferior one. I gave a looíe to 
my indignation, my refentment, and. my com- 
paffion, and in fteering thro’ this illuftrious caufe, 
was governed by turns with every varying guft of 
the paffions. In a word, my particular friends 
look upon this fpeech (and I will venture to re- 
peat it again) as my beft performance, efteeming 
it the * Ctefphon of my orations : whether with 
reafon or not, you will eafily, judge, who have 
them all fo perfectly in-your memory, as to be 
able while you are reading this to compare it with 
my former, without the trouble. of turning. to 
them. Farewel. 


* An oration of Demofthenes in défenot of Ctefrphon, 
eflgemed the beft of that noble orator's {peeches. 


LET- 
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PETTER XXXIV. ale | 


OU are extremely in the right 

a combat of gladiators to our good X 

the citizens of Verona ?, not only as they: have 
long fince diftinguifhed you with their peculide 
efteem and veneration ; but as it was from thence 
alfo you received that amiable object of your moft 
tender affection, your late excellent wife. And 
fince you owed fome monument or public fhew 
to her memory, what other fpectacle could you 
have exhibited more proper to the " occafion ? 
Befides, you were fo unanimoufly preffed to do 
fo, that to have refufed, would have had the ap- 
pearance rather of obítinacy than refolution. The 
readinefs with which you granted this requeft, 
and the * magnificent manner in which you per- 
formed it, is much to your honor; for a great- 
| nefs 


4 In the territories of the republic of Venice. 

b Tt was an opinion which unhappily prevailed in the antient 
pagan world, that the ghofts of the deceafed were rendered 
propitious by human blood. ‘This abfurd notion gave rife to 
thefe barbarous gladiatorial combats, which at firft were only 
exhibited at funeral obfequies, and none but criminals were 
appointed to thofe mortal encounters. But in procefs of time 
they became part of the public entertainments, and perfons 
were trained up on purpole for thefe inhuman fhews. 

c The amphitheatre in which thefe fhews were exhibited, is 
fill to be feen in Verona, whofe infide is the moft entire of 
any now in being. It is computed to have room to contain 
upwards of three and twenty thoufand fpe&ators to fit com- 
modioufly. Vid. Wright’s Travels. 
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nefs of foul is feen in thefe fmaller inftances, as 
well as in matters. of higher moment. Iam forry 
the African Panthers, which you had largely pro- 
vided for rhis purpofe, did not arrive time enough; 
but. tho” they. were delayed by the tempeftuous 
feafon, the obligation to you is equally the fame, 
fince it was not your fault that they were not 
exhibited. Farewel. ' 
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